Selected Stories of the Bible
O The New Testament

O 0O o o0

0000



1. ELIZABETH AND ZACHARIAS

Centuries passed. The country of Judah was con-
quered yet again and became part of the Roman Empire. It
was called Judaea and remained a separate kingdom, ruled
by a Jewish king named Herod. The real power, however,
was in the hands of the Roman governor.

During Herod’s reign a priest lived in Judaea whose
name was Zacharias. He and his wife Elizabeth loved God
and obeyed his commandments, but they were sad because
they had no child. “Oh God, give us a son, "they prayed.

One day Zacharias was taking part in a service in the
Temple at Jerusalem when an angel appeared.

“Do not be afraid, Zachariase, "the angel said, “God
has heard your prayer. You will have a son and you will
call him John. He will be a great teacher and a man of
God. He will be filled with the spirit of the prophet
Elijah; he will bring the people back to God and prepare
for the coming of our Lord. ”

“How can this be?”Zacharias asked. “We are too old
to have a son.”

“I am Gabriel, "the angel replied, “and God has sent
me. But because you doubt his word you will be struck

dumb and you willl remain so until the things I have told

you come true. ”
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When Zacharias came home, he could not tell
Elizabeth about his vision because he was dumb. But
Elizabeth told him:

“We are going to have a child. God has arranged it—

he has heard our prayers. ”
2. AN ANGEL VISITS MARY

A few months later God sent the angel Gabriel to the
town of Nazareth in Galilee, to visit a young girl. She had
been promised in marriage to a man named Joseph, who
was descended from the family of King David. The girl’s
name was Mary.

The angel appeared to her and said, “Greetings,
Mary, God’s blessing is on you.” When Mary saw the
angel and heard what he said she was filled with wonder
and unease.

“Do not be afraid, Mary, the angel continued, “God
loves you; he has filled you with his grace. You will have a
child, a son whom you will call Jesus. He will be great,
and people will call him the Son of the Highest. God will
give him the throne of his forefather David, and he will
reign over Israel for ever. His kingdom will never cease to

exist. ”
“How can this be ?”asked Mary. “I have never slept

with a man. ”

The angel Gabriel replied, “The Holy Spirit of God is
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with you; God will take possession of you. And because of
this, the holy child that will be born from your body will
be called the Son of God.”

The angel went on, “Through God’s will your cousin
Elizabeth will also have a son. You know she could not
have children before and seemed too old to bear any now,
but she will give birth before you. God can make every-
thing possible. ”

Mary said, “I am God’s servant. May everything

happen just as you have said. ”
3. THE BIRTH OF JOHN

Mary hurried to visit Elizabeth, who was staying in a
town in the hills. When her cousin saw her coming she
was suddenly filled with the spirit of God. She ran to
welcome Mary and the two women embraced.

“You are blessed among women, ” Elizabeth told her
cousin, “and so is your child! You are the mother of our
Lord, and you fill my house with light. Why, when you
greeted me just now, my child leaped for joy inside me.
How important it is for a woman to believe in God, for you

and I are proof that he can make wonderful things

happen!”
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In time a son was born to Elizabeth. When he was
eight days old he was taken to be circumcized, which
was—and still is—the custom of the Jews, and be given a

name.

“Of course you will call him Zacharias, after his
father, ”the people said.

The old man could not speak, except by signs, but he
remembered the angel’s words. They brought him a slate
and he wrote on it:

“His name is John. ”

Immediately Zacharias could speak again and he
cried: “Praise God! This child will be a prophet of the
Lord who will free us, and rescue us from our enemies.
He will go first to prepare the way for him . He will tell
the people that their sins are forgiven and that they are
saved. Then God in his mercy will send us a light. It will
shine on everyone who feels lost and afraid, or frightened

of dying, and guide us all towards peace. ”
4. THE BIRTH OF JESUS

The months passed from spring to summer, and then
to autumn. The child that Mary carried slept in her and
grew. Winter came, and Mary’s body was heavy and full. Tt

was time for her child to be bom.

Now that Judaea was part of the Roman Empire
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Mary and Joseph had to obey the laws of Rome. “Every
man and woman who lives in our lands must pay tax,”
went the proclamation of the Emperor Augustus. “A new
register will be drawn up, on which the name of every
citizen is written. The Emperor wants a complete record of
his people.”

When King Herod heard this command, he ordered
everyone in his kingdom to return to the place of their
birth to be put on the register. Because Joseph belonged to
the family of David, he had to leave Nazareth where he
lived and worked, and go back to Bethlehem, which lay
some 70 miles to the south.

As his wife, Mary had to go too, although her child
was expected any day. Together they set off on their mule
over the hills to Bethlehem. In the evening they arrived in
the city, and tried to find somewhere to stay. But Joseph
was poor and the streets were crowded with people.

“Go away, ” the people said, “Bethlehem is full of
outsiders like you, coming in from the hills and valleys to
be registered. ” They looked at Mary, who sat tired and
heavy on the mule. “Move off, ” they said, and sent her
away.

Night had fallen, and Joseph wrapped his cloak
around Mary and led her down the sireet. He knocked at
the door of another house. A woman opened it a crack to

look at them. “No room, ” she said firmly, and shut the

door in their faces.
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Now Mary slipped gently off the mule, because it too
was tired. They walked on until they came to an inn.
Lamps burned in every window and the rooms inside were
full of people eating and drinking. Horses, camels and
donkeys stood munching their hay in the courtyard. Joseph
knocked on the door. The landlord opened it.

“No room at the inn! "he called out, and waved them
away. As they moved on, the light from the door fell on
Mary.

“You can sleep in the stable, if you like. The straw
there is fresh, ”the landlord called after her.

So Mary made a bed for herself in the sweet-smelling
hay. And there, with the ox and the donkey beside her,
she gave birth to her son. She wrapped him up well and
laid him in a manger filled with hay. She called him
Jesus, which means, “God Saves”.

That night the words of the prophet Isaiah came true:

“For unto us a child is born; unto us a son is given;
And the government shall be upon his shoulders,
And his name shall be

Wonderful, Counsellor, the Prince of Peace,

The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father.”
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In the hills around Bethlehem shepherds were out in
the fields, taking care of their flocks during the night.
Suddenly an angel appeared to them, and the glory of God
shone around them. The shepherds were terrified because
there was so much light.

“Don’t be afraid, ” the angel said to them. “I have

tonight a Saviour has been born to

good news for you
you in Bethlehem, the city of David. His name is Christ,

the Lord. ”

Then the light increased so that its splendour lit up
the fields as if it was day, and the sky was filled with the
angels of God. Their voices rose like the wind and swept
over the hills and valleys as they snag:

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will towards men!”

Then the light and the music gradually faded away
and the shepherds said to one another:

“Come, let’s go to Bethlehem and see the holy thing
that has happened there! ”

They ran down into the town and came to the stable
where Mary and Joseph were resting. They saw the baby
sleeping in the manger, and kneeled down and worshipped
it.

Then they went out and told the people of Bethlehem
what had happened, and everyone was astonished.

Mary treasured all these memories and thought about

them often as Jesus grew up.



goboboboooooobboooooobbooo
gogooboooooooboouooobboooon
gooooooooobobooooobobbooooo
“bDooopobbobbovyoobobbooo
oo ——>0o000obbboobbooobiogo
gooooooooogr
goboboooobobooooobbooobooboo
gogbobboooobbboooobobbboooobo
goooobooooon
“Oopoobooobbobooooooooooon
oo
gogooobbbooooooooobobo
“bOoogobbooobbooonbooon
ogono
gboooooboboobobobooooonoo
gbooooboooopooooooooobobooboon
ogon
gboooboooboooboboboonbooonog
gogogog
ooobooooboooooboooouobooo

goog



5. THE VISIT OF THE WISE MEN

The people of Judaea did not realize that a star had
risen over Bethlehem. They did not notice that the nights
were no longer dark, that a new star, brighter than any
other had appeared in the sky, directly above the stable
where Jesus had been bom.

King Herod himself first heard of the star through
strangers when three wise men came to visit him from the
East.

“What is this light that has appeared over your
country?” They asked. “We have noticed a new star in
heaven. It does not move like the other stars, but stays
fixed in place above one spot in Judaea. ”

Herod looked at the wise men. They were old, and
obviously skilled at understanding and interpreting the
movements of stars and their meanings. But he could not
understand what they were talking about. Their next
question took him quite by surprise.

“Where is this child who is bom to be king of the

Jews?”they asked.
“Born to be what?”he exclaimed.
“King of the Jews. We think he is the Messiah, the

Saviour that all the world is waiting for. That is why we

are here.”
Herod did not like the idea at all. He was king of the

Jews and he wanted no one to take his place. He called for

his high priests and scholars.
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