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1. A BRIEF OF THE REVOTLUT-
IONARY WAR IN AMERICA

The Revolutionary War in America gave birth to a
new nation. Thirteen British colonies won their freedom
and became the independent United States of America.
The war began on April 19, 1775, when a group of colo-
nists fought British soldiers at Lexington, Massachusetts.
Hours later in nearby Concord, colonists fired “the shot
heard round the world” when they battled British troops
near a bridge. The war lasted eight years.

The news of war shocked people in both the Ameri-
can colonies and England. But ill-feeling between the
British government and its colonies had been gradually
developing for more than 10 years. After gaining control
of the French empire in North America in 1763, the
British had tried to restore their authority over the Ameri-
can colonies and to tax them more heavily. The Ameri-
cans, who had enjoyed a large measure of self-govern-
ment, wanted even greater freedom from British control.
They refused to pay the Stamp Tax of 1765 and the Town-
shend duties on imports in 1767. Citizens of Boston or-
ganized a “tea party” in 1773 to dump incoming tea into
the harbor rather than pay a tax on it. Britain sent troops
to support its authority.

The First Continental Congress demanded that the
British abandon their efforts to make Massachusetts bow to
British authority. It asked Britain to admit that parliament

had no right to tax the colonists for revenue. But the
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British government considered Massachusetts and its
neighbors to be in rebellion. British troops in Boston were
ordered to take swift action.

The Second Continental Congress adopted the Decla-
ration of Independence on July 4, 1776. Ties between the
colonies and the mother country had now been cut. Brit-
ain launched a great offensive to crush the rebellion. A
British army under Lieutenant General William Howe as-
sembled at New York. General George Washington, who
had taken General of the Continental Army, slowly with-
drew his men in face of the British attacks. The patriots
forced Lieutenant General John Burgoyne and his army to
surrender at Saratoga in 1777. They gained an active ally
in 1778, when France recognized the independence of the
United States and entered the war. Spain declared war on
Britain in 1779, and Holland did so in 1780.

Faced by so many enemies, Britain found it difficult
to assemble an army powerful enough to destroy the patriot
forces. Lieutenant General Charles Cornwallis tried to
conquer the Southern States after Lieutenant General Sir
Henry Clinton captured Charleston, South Carolina in
1780. But he found himself checked by Nathanael Greene
in the far south. Cornwallis then concentrated his forces
at Yorktown, Virginia. A French fleet cut him off there,
and Washington’s army of American and French soldiers
attacked. On October 19, 1781, Comwallis’ army surren-
dered at Yorktown in the war’s last major action.

The Revolutionary War did not involve large numbers
of men. It was a small war compared with modern
ones. The size of the fighting forces rarely exceeded
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15,000 men. Both the patriots and the redcoats, or
British soldiers, relied chiefly upon the musket and bayo-
net. But some Americans used rifles. Britain also hired
mercenaries, or soldiers paid to fight its battles, notably
the Hessians from Germany. At sea, American privateers
captured British ships. About a fourth of the colonists
supported the redcoats. These Loyalists, or Tories,
stirred the bitter hatred of the patriots.

Afier the surrender at Yorktown, Great Britain gave
up all hope of conquering the patiots. On September
3, 1783, it recognized the new republic in the Treaty of
Paris, formally ending the Revolutionary War.

2. A TIME FOR VALOR

This was the strangest of wars. The American Revo-
lution was not expected to last eight months — let alone
eight years.

It began almost haphazardly, without a master plan
on either side. The watching world could hardly have
guessed at any moment of the conflict which side would fi-
nally show the white flag of surrender.

The war’s outcome was not to be decided by any of
the usual explanations — overwhelming manpower, superi-
or firepower, greater wealth, better supplies, abler com-
manders. Instead, some fateful and hidden factor would
determine the war’s conclusion, the spirit of men and

women fighting for freedom.
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In the raw, blustery winter months of early 1770,
there was bloodshed in Boston. An eleven-year-old boy,
Christopher Seider, was killed by a petty British official,
an informer who spied on rebels. Eleven days later came
the Boston Massacre, in which five Americans died by the
gunfire of British redcoats, confused and beset by an an-
gry crowd.

Violence set into motion its own chain of counter-
blows and revenge, punishment and defiance. Facts and
rumors passed quickly from Boston to Baltimore, from
Philadelphia to Savannah, and out into the dark frontier.
There were wrathful mutterings in this land about unfair
British taxes, crown regulations as to what and where A-
mericans could buy and sell, restrictions on the rights of
the colonies to govern themselves.

Even in both houses of the British Parliament there
were those who said that King George Il and his ministers
were carrying things too far. In the House of Commons,
one member of Parliament cried out: “I rejoice that Ameri-
ca has resisted! ”

One after the other, the American colonies defied
British taxes and stopped buying British goods. In Eng-
land, thousands of grim and jobless workmen were turned
out into the streets because Americans refused to accept
imports from Britain.

Tension rose in the colonies and in the mother coun-
try. A dispute in angry words was giving way to a conflict
of open deeds. The colonists staged a few audacious acts

of resistance. But this was not rebellion. Hardly a single
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voice was calling for the overthrow of imperial rule. As
yet, this was still British America, and its people deman-
ded only “the full rights of Englishmen. ”

In the stormy years that followed, a segment of
America’s two million people took an active part in the
struggle. Among them were those in whom the idea of
Liberty burned like an abiding flame. But they were ordi-
nary, everyday people who had no thought of becoming
heroes and heroines. Who can say what part their person-
al courage played in the conflict between a “rabble in

arms” and the world’s most formidable land and sea pow-

er?
3. SON OF LIBERTY

Rising early, Samuel Adams walked swiftly to the
dock in Boston Bay to make sure the three ships were still
there. In the moming mist they lay like a trio of ghosts at
Griffin’s Wharf. Townsmen were standing watch around
the dock, and they gave Adams a cheery greeting.

The Dartmouth, Beaver, and Eleanor rode low in the
water. In their holds was a British cargo more explosive
than gunpowder. The ships were full of tea, a commodity
bearing a royal tax which American rebels had vowed nev-
er to pay.

Samuel Adams marveled at how quickly his fellow
colonists had abandoned a lifelong tea-drinking custom.
Tea had become for them not only a symbol of Bntish tyr-
anny. Many had also persuaded themselves that the stuff
was poisonous, fattening, and brought on early baldness!
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But tea was only one of the many British products
that were being shunned by the Americans. From Georgia
to Massachusetts, there was a growing mood of resistance
to British high-handedness. Many of the colonists had de-
cided to show the mother country they could do without
her goods.

The American buyers’ ban had become a vexing
problem to King George Il and his Parliament. Never in
their long years of imperial rule had the British suffered
such open defiance from their colonies.

An imperial pattern had been jointly established by
that handful of small European nations which ruled over
vast areas of Asia, Africa and the Americas. Colonies
were looked upon as a cheap source of raw materials.
Too, colonies were to serve as a profitable market for
goods from the mother country. Now, in America, Britain
was trying to impose still another burden: the colonies
were to be used as a direct source of tax revenue. With
the duty on tea, Britain was testing its power to levy iaxes
on the colonists. The issue was deadlocked on the Boston
docks where three tea ships had been tied up unloaded for
nineteen days.

While all the colonies were involved in the tea-tax
dispute, the situation in Boston was especially tense be-
cause the authority of the crown in Boston was backed up
by a military force of British regulars. But Adams was
more concerned this day about turncoats than redcoats.
Each of the American colonies had its share of the “king’s
men, ” royalists with a pious faith in the British crown. It
was said that they had “their bodies in America and their
hearts in England. ” These Tories held positions of power
in Boston, and their agents were everywhere.
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Adams moved warily among them. On this day, De-
cember 16, 1773, Boston rebels under his leadership
would stage their most daring act of resistance against To-
ry rule. And Samuel planned the day’s errands with care.
It was Thursday, a market day, and he spent part of his
morning among the stalls. He noted with satisfaction that
there were few British wares being bought. Well-acquain-
ted with the politics of everyone in town, he stopped to
chat with townsfolk, reminding them of an important
meeting to be held later that morning.

By ten o’clock, Samuel found himself in the pulpit of
the Old South Meetinghouse. A thousand or more Boston
citizens had gathered to hear the latest report on the tea
ships. Adams ran the meeting skillfully. Committees were
dispaiched to make a last effort at returning the “despised
cargo” to Brtain, and the meeting was recessed until ve-
ports could be made.

At the Green Dragon Tavern, Adams stopped for a
noontime meeting with a group of friends who called them-
selves “Mohawks. ” These were a dependable group of
Yankee rebels, well-prepared for their part in the events
scheduled for later that day. One of the townsmen had
composed a little song for the occasion, and he delighted
Adams with a verse or two: “Rally, Mohawks! Bring out
your axes, and tell King George we'll pay no taxes!”

By 5:45 p. m. Adams was back in the pulpit of the
Old South Meetinghouse. A huge crowd overflowed the
church. As the candles were being lit, he looked out into

the glow of several thousand faces.
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Samuel was no spellbinder. He spoke plainly in a
high, thin voice. And he indulged in no lofty or stirring
oratory. Every reasonable step had now been taken, he
said, to get the unwanted cargo returned to England. It
was clear that the demands of the Boston colonists were
being ignored and defied. He whacked his gavel. “This
meeting can do nothing further to save the country. ”

The last three words touched off a deafening echo
throughout the hall. “Save the country!” It was as though
a signal had been sounded; cheer after cheer rang out and
the crowd poured into the streets.

In the midst of the throng were several hundred “Mo-
hawks, ” ludicrously garbed, make-believe Indians. Their
faces were smeared with lampblack and ash. Some wore
blankets and headbands. All carmried hatchets or sledges.

It was now nightfall. The crowds streamed toward the
docks. There the tea ships were quickly boarded in the
half-light of torches and lanterns. To the sound of mock
Indian war whoops, the “Mohawks” set to work, hauling
the chests of teas up from the ships’ holds by winch and
tackle.

There was bedlam as the crowds lining the docks
shouted their encouragement while the raiders smashed
the tea chests into splinters. Two thousand chests, each
containing 320 pounds of choice British tea, were dumped
into the icy waters of Boston Harbor.

Announcing nine o’clock, the town crier sounded his

“All’s well!” The crowd gave him a hearty cheer and
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