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Homeschooling

Warm-up

1. Pre-reading

1 Have you ever heard or read about homeschooling Can you give a tentative
definition to homeschooling

2 Why do you think some people prefer homeschooling to normal schooling

List as many possible reasons as you can.

3  What do you reckon would be the major challenges if you were to homeschool
your child ren

2. Skimming and scanning Time limit 4 minutes — Starting time

1 Their biggest stumbling block to homeschooling was that
A. they didn’ t know much about homeschooling
B. she was worried that she didn’ t have the personality to homeschool
C. the relationship between her and her oldest son was not good
D. she thought she was not qualified as a teacher



2 The first year they homeschooled, her husband felt
A. excited B. tired C. bored D. left out

1. The Article

Homeschooling — A Family Affair
by Suzy

t I remember I first read about homeschooling in a letter in an education
column in the paper. I clipped the article and kept it for years — I think my
kids were babies at the time. I remember thinking that my family and even
my husband might think I was crazy if I brought the idea up as something
to try. We did talk about it my husband and I before our oldest began
school, but at that point I think we all needed to see what school was really
like and of course we had no idea that our son was so far outside average
learning needs.

2 We began exploring homeschooling more in depth when we saw the disaster
that school was becoming for our son. We read the Colfax book
Homeschooling for Excellence, John Holt" s Teach Your Own, and David
Guterson' s Family Matters — His reasons for homeschooling as a way to
learn just made so much sense We began to see more articles on
homeschooling appearing in local papers. We were not on the Internet then

we didn’ t even own a computer , otherwise we probably would have pulled
our child out of the school system much earlier.

9 I remember our biggest stumbling block? to homeschooling was my worry
that I didn’ t have the personality to homeschool... or rather, I didn’ t have
the personality that most people think you need to homeschool when they
don’ t homeschool themselves. I am definitely not a patient person and I get
irritated quickly. I m not a kid person, although I enjoy the company of my
own kids and other kids occasionally on a one to one?, I don’ t love being

(D Stumbling block para. 3 a problem or difficulty that stops you from achieving something
@ One to one para. 3  between only two people
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around children particularly that sounds horrible doesn’ t it . I also grew
up an only child and a latchkey kid® and was used to having tremendous
time alone by myself, which I enjoyed. I really wasn’ t sure if I could stand
two boisterous® boys underfoot 24 hours a day, much less be with my
husband completely and utterly responsible for their official education The
weight and fear of that enormous responsibility is different than
supplementing what the school is doing. Suddenly there is no one else and if
they don’ t learn — then what That thought alone was pretty frightening
and probably held us back the longest from making the leap.

The other stumbling block was that my oldest and I clashed practically from
birth and we had a very volatile® relationship. We are very different in
personality and there were many days I wasn’ t sure we’ d both survive to
see him through school age. To say that people we knew were worried about
the idea of us spending entire days together is an understatement

The funny thing is that homeschooling did the opposite than what I expected

Instead of making me stressed® and crazy, it brought enormous calm and
peace into our family. No one was more surprised by that particular
revelation® than I was I can remember starting out and waiting for the sky
to fall — the horrible stress and frustration® to hit... the* T m sorry we ever
did this and what was I ever thinking ” point. But I m still waiting. It just
never, ever came.

The first year we homeschooled I think my husband felt kind of left out. It
was hard for him... we talked, but there never seemed to be enough time to
really catch him up on everything we were doing during the day and he felt
like he wasn' t really part of things. Now that the boys are older and we are

wiser , he is enormously involved and he' s wonderful at it.

®
@
®
®
@
®

=)

Latch key kid para. 3  a child whose parents both work and who spends time alone in the house after school

Boisterous para. 3 A. B. C.

Volatile para.4  A. terrible B. inconsistent C. intolerable

Stressed para. 5 A B. C.

Revelation para. 5 informal something that is surprisingly good, enjoyable, or useful

Frustration para.5  A. B. C.
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7 My husband has completely taken over C’ s math and language arts and is
working with the boys on debating skills. He' s excited about working with C.
as they wade through algebra and geometry and his grumbles© about staying
up to leaf through possible books to use or think of assignments that might
be right barely hide his delight. And the break it s given me is wonderful
and I love having him really involved and able to discuss the boys’ progress
with me in a deeper and knowledgeable way and it leaves me more time to
concentrate on my younger son. My husband now has a greater understanding
of the pace and style of his son’ s learning and he' s wonderful at providing
C. with the challenge he needs. They both seem extremely happy with the
arrangement

8 My husband leaves written assignments in C' s language arts notebook and
math notebook detailed assignments . C. gets up in the morning, opens his
books and reads his assignments and does them with no questions asked.
Then when Dad gets home they go over them together and talk about things
and directions they want to go with Currently they are discussing Tom
Sawyer and just finished up Hamlet. They’ ve also been concentrating on
geometry and working on monologues and the vocabulary section of the SAT.
C. enjoys the sort of independence this style provides and he is free to
complete assignments in his own way — choosing what to do first and for
some things he might have a month to complete it he chooses how and
when to get it done.

¢ I still take care of geography, history and other things, and the language arts
/ math for my younger son who has a learning style that is a little easier for
me to cope with, although recently Dad and D. my younger son have both
expressed interest in doing some lessons together on a regular basis —
maybe on weekends D. suggested it again today . I know that last weekend
they were talking about painting together D. loves painting and art and
my husband’ s minor degree® in college was Art History so that would be

© Grumble para.7 A. B. C.
@ Minor degree para.9 < >
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right up his alley. We also just visited a local Art Gallery to see a special

exhibit that included some works by Van Gogh and that inspired all of us to
become a little more creative.

10 Who knows, maybe your husband will end up being the biggest and most

involved homeschooling advocate of all Sometimes you never know where

things may lead
3. Reading comprehension

i. Reading for main idea

1 They pulled their child out of school and began homeschooling him because

A. their son didn’ t like going to school
B. they wanted to save money
C. their son was too far outside average needs
D. they thought homeschooling was fun
2 Their homeschooling turned out to be _
A. horrible, just as what they had expected
B. a little better than what they had expected
C. very successful, the opposite than what they had expected
D. as successful as they had expected

ii. Understanding the language

A. Vocabulary
Pick out the right meaning of each of the words in the footnotes of the article.
You should only guess the meaning of the words from the context where they

appear in the article. You should not use a dictionary in this exercise.

B. Phrases and sentences
Match the phrases in column A with their respective meanings in column B.
A B
a. Hold back 1. to turn the pages of a book quickly, without
reading it properly
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b. Feel left out
c. Catch up on
d. Wade through
e. Leaf through

QU =~ W DN

f. Take care of 6.

g. Right up one’ s alley 7.

iii. Reading for facts

. very suitable for someone
. to deal with all the necessary work, arrangements etc
. to make someone unwilling to do something

. to read or deal with a lot of boring papers or

written work

to spend time finding out what has been happening
while you have been away

to feel that you are not accepted or welcome in a

situation

1 The resources from which they got information on homeschooling are

A. books and papers

C. books and internet

B. papers and radio
D. books and TV programs

2 Which one below is NOT true about the author s personality

A. She is not patient.

B. She doesn’ t enjoy children’ s company particularly.

C. She enjoys being alone.

D. She hates kids.

3 Her husband teaches the following subjects except

A. math
C. history
4  Which one is NOT true

B. language arts
D. debating skills

A. C enjoys homeschooling.

B. She takes care of the language arts and math for her younger son.

C. Her husband ends up

being greatly involved in the homeschooling.

D. She feels left out after her husband took over some subjects.

iv. Recognizing patterns

The article is organized in the pattern of

A. flashback

C. place order

B. chronological order
D. cause and effect
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4. Interpretation and evaluation

1 Why does the author say that they probably would have pulled their child
out of the school system much earlier if they had been on the internet

para. 2

2  What kind of person do you think is a“ kid person’ para. 3

3 “ To say that people we knew were worried about the idea of us spending

entire days together is an understatement para. 4 How do you

understand this sentence

In-focus

1. Pre-reading

1 From the title“ Learning every minute’ , what do you expect the article to
be about

2  Suppose you were to homeschool your child, how would you do it

2. Skimming and scanning Time limit 4 minutes — Starting time

1 One of the benefits of homeschooling is that it offers extraordinary

2 The main idea of paragraph 2 is of this passage.
A. at the beginning B. in the middle



C. at the end D. None of the above is right

The Article

Leaming Every Minute
by Julie Gattis and Laura Saba

Homeschooling can be much more than just burying one’ s head in a textbook
each morning. In fact, textbooks don’ t have to play a prominent role at all if
you prefer not to use them. Our daily lives are teeming with opportunities for
learning. If you look at your life closely, you will realize there are a myriad®
of teachable moments each day. When you check your car’ s oil, you can
discuss why a car needs oil or where oil comes from, for example. Or you can
explain why you add baking soda when you bake a cake. The possibilities are
endless. You will discover that if you learn to watch for teachable moments
when they present themselves, your children will learn all sorts of things and
are likely to develop a love of learning along the way.

What they learn will not always coincide with typical scope and sequence,
but does that really matter in the long run When your child reaches
adulthood, will it matter whether he learned to tell time at age four or six
Or whether cursive writing wasn' t mastered until sixth grade, while algebra
was studied in fifth Sure, your child may miss a few questions on the
standardized test if he doesn’ t learn according to prevailing customs, but
this may not be a problem in your situation. You are the principal, and you
are aware that you have 12 long years in which to teach your child. It’ s your
decision as to whether or not you will indulge® Sally s yearning® to learn
Web design before she' s mastered her multiplication tables.

Impulse learning

& It' s no great secret that people learn best when they are studying something

@ Myriad para. 1 A. vast number B. dozen C. couple
@ Indulge para.2 A. B. C.

@ Yearning para.2  A. shouting B. longing C. appeal
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they are passionate about. Unschooling families exploit this fact every day.
Though your homeschooling plan may call for certain information to be
learned at certain times, make sure you leave some room for impulse
learning. One of the benefits of homeschooling is that it offers extraordinary
flexibility. So it would be a shame to be so schedule bound that you miss out
on teachable moments. No matter what your style, whether your homeschool
operates with military precision or your approach is more laissez faire®,
don’ t forget that your schedule is just a tool to help you get a job done.
Make it work for you as you wish, but don’ t become a slave to it.

@ Teachable moments can happen in a variety of settings and circumstances.
One evening, while a mother is boiling water for pasta®, a five year old girl
points at the steam issuing from the pot and says,“ Look, mommy It' s

y

smoke ” The astute® homeschooling mom recognizes this as a teachable
moment and capitalizes on it.

5 “ It does look a lot like smoke, Amanda, but it’ s actually steam. That water
is so hot that some of it turns into steam. It' s kind of like a little cloud over
the pasta pot.” If time allows, the mother might grab an ice cube out of the
freezer and say something like“ Ice is water, too. We have three different
kinds of water now. We have ice, liquid water, and steam.” Amanda might
ask a question or two, and by the time the exchange ends, she’ s got the
beginnings of an understanding about states of matter, and it all happened
before the linguine® was done.

¢ Another example of a teachable moment occurs as a mother sits at her desk
writing checks to pay bills. Her nine year old, wanting some company, asks,

“ Whatcha doin Mom " She replies that she’ s paying bills, and returns to
her task, but then realizes she almost let a teachable moment pass by. She

thinks better of it, and lays down her pen.

7 “ See Chris, this is the electric bill. Right here it shows how much electricity
@ Laissez faire para. 3

@ Pasta para. 4

@ Astute para.4 A. B. C.

@ Linguine para. 5
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our family used last month. This is the telephone bill, and here’ s the
MasterCard® bill” Chris might just shrug his shoulders and go on his way
but on the other hand, he might ask his mother how credit cards work, and
the two could end up having an informative discussion about credit, interest,
and debt. Perhaps she could show him an example of how interest is
calculated on a simple interest loan. Since she had explained debt to him,
she realized she might as well explain how credit works, important
information many children learn in early adulthood, oftentimes when it" s too
late. Because Chris initiated” this “ lesson,’ he will likely retain® this
knowledge, not even viewing it as school but as something interesting he
learned. Had his mom tried to impart? the same information while he was
plowing through a series of sci fi novels, solely because she thought it was
time for him to learn this particular piece of knowledge, he might not have

taken as great an interest.

&  Of course, there will inevitably? come times when a child expresses an
interest in something that you simply don’ t have the knowledge to discuss
intelligently without the aid of reference help nearby, for example,” Mommy,
if a great white shark and a Portuguese man of war® got in a fight, who
would win " Don’ t worry. No one can be an expert in all fields of
knowledge. What can you do If you don’ t happen to have a shark or
jellyfish? expert to consult, you could say,“ I don’ t know, but I m sure it
would be a mess All those tentacles®, yuck® We can look it up on our
next library trip, though.” Just by listening to the child and sharing in his

@® MasterCard para. 7  a credit card belonging to the MasterCard system, used for obtaining goods and services which

the user pays for later

@9 Initiated para.7  A. enjoyed B. started C. wanted

@) Retain para. 7  A. remember B. understand C. get

@) Impart para.7 A. B. C.

@ Inevitably para. 8 A. B. C.

@) Portuguese man of war para. 8

@D Jellyfish para. 8

&
®

Tentacle para. 8

Yuck para.8 or yuk, informal used to show that you think something is very unpleasant



