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UNIT ONE

Part A Text

Warm-up Questions
1. Do you like sports?
2. What do you know about the Olympic Games?
3. Do you think the Olympic Games will bring benefits to the host city?

Place Wars and the Olympic Games
S E. Roulac

Perhaps no other events in contemporary society equals the impact of the Olympic
Games on aregion’s economy, sense of self, and perceived role in the world community. The
Olympic spotlight burns intensely on the city playing host to athletes, officials, and spectators
from all continents and nearly 200 countries, gathered before 3 hillion television viewers
around the world.

In 1984, Los Angeles gained great stature in the global community through its successful
hosting of an Olympics where good will and financial success contrasted sharply with the
strife and economic burdens of previous Olympics. Having been chosen as the host of the
Centennial 1996 Summer Olympics, Atlanta, Georgia, needs to balance the euphoria of
selection with the reality of long-term pragmatism.

The economic impact of the Los Angeles Olympics was reported to include gross
expenditures of approximately $1.4 billion, and the Games generated approximately 75,000
temporary jobs. Initial estimates of the economic impact of the 1996 Atlanta Olympics are
$3.5 hillion in primary and secondary expenditures in the Georgia economy and the creation
of some 83,000 jobs.

The benefits of hosting the Games may not aways be immediately apparent. The
Olympics are a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for visibility. The visibility that Barcelona
gained by hosting the 1992 Summer Games has been an important consideration in decisions
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involving business expansion within Spain and by international companies seeking to locate
in Spain. Similarly, Calgary in Alberta, Canada, was not particularly well-known before
hosting the 1988 Winter Olympics but gained extraordinary and lasting visibility that led to
its emergence as a major tourist attraction, especially for the Asian market.

The redlity for Atlantais that an event such as the Olympics raises the city’s profile but
does not guarantee an infusion of corporate relocations. Those decisions ultimately must be
based on business fundamentals.

However, a mgjor event such as the Olympics can ingtill new confidence in a region,
motivating investors who previously had not considered that region as a target priority to
commit capital. This phenomenon clearly is evident in Atlanta, as investors who previously
would have been disinclined to consider Atlanta hotel investments are now showing new
confidence in the region and actively seeking hotel investment opportunities.

The economic costs of major capital expenditures to enhance the quality of housing
stock and recreation are so great that host cities cannot afford expenditures that will be
inefficient and lack meaningful subsequent uses. L essons may be gained from the mistakes of
New Orleans, Louisiana, and Knoxville, Tennessee, where, in anticipation of the one-time
World's Fair demands, the top end of the hotel market was dramatically over built, resulting
in a substantial surplus of rooms that continues to overhang the market. In Atlanta, planners
would be advised to concentrate on new construction of “moderate income” type housing that
can ultimately be converted and used for permanent residences.

On balance, the Los Angeles Olympics turned out to be highly stimulating to the region.
They ingtilled a sense of pride, motivated people to work together, and encouraged
development of infrastructure improvements in ways that were most positive. The Olympics
ultimately were a turning point for a city that was not understood. Atlanta can achieve a
similar positive result by proper planning and collaborative efforts.
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PHRASES

once-in-alifetime
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moderate income
on balance

turn out to be
turning point

& NOTES
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25 EXERCISES
I. Reading Comprehension

Choose the best answer to each question.
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1.1n 1984, Los Angeles gained great stature in the global community through
A. the successful hosting of the Olympic Games
B. a serious accident
C. hosting of World Cup
D. the discovery of acave

2. The benefits of hosting the Games apparent.
A. may not always be immediately B. has never been
C.isseldom D. isby no means
3. 1n 1992, the Olympic Gameswas held in .
A. Sydney B. Atlanta
C. Barcelona D. LosAngels
4. According to the passage, “the top end of the hotel market was dramatically over
built” means* ?
A. hotels built were not enough B. too many hotels were built
C. hotels are too tall for the market D. hotels were shabbily built
5. On balance, the Los Angeles Olympics turned out to be to the region.
A. insignificant B. adepression
C. highly stimulating D. harmful

II. Getting Information

Answer the following questionsin English.
1. What event in contemporary society has the biggest impact on a region’s economy,
sense of self, and perceived role in the world community?

2. How did Los Angels gain great stature in the global community in 19847

3. How did Barcelona benefit from the Olympics?

4. Why were planners in Atlanta advised to concentrate on new construction of “moderate
income” type housing for Olympics?

5. Why was the Los Angeles Olympics highly stimulating to the region?
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lll. Vocabulary and Structure

A. Choosethe correct word/phraseto fill into each sentence, using the proper form.

contemporary  contrast turning point  gross guarantee
subsequent substantial turnouttobe  motivate positive
1. The weight of the cargo is 3,000 tons.

2. Black and white show a striking

3. | amrather that | have given you his address.

4. | prefer classical music to music.

5. That conversation with my teacher was a inmy life.

6. Examinations do not a student to seek more knowledge.

7. Many shopkeepers satisfaction to customers.

8. How do you explain the event?

9. We had a meal in his new house.

10. Can you imagine that? The murderer an elegant lady!

B. Find the opposites of the following wordsin the text. Thefirst letter of each word
has been given out.

1. gan I 2. expenditure i
3. major m 4. positive n
5. similar d 6. gross n

IV. Translation

A. Trandate the following into Chinese.
1. The benefits of hosting the Games may not always be immediately apparent.

2. An important consideration in decisions involving business expansion within Spain
and by international companies seeking to locate in Spain.

3. guarantee an infusion of corporate relocations

4. gained extraordinary and lasting visibility that led to its emergence as a major
tourism attraction, especialy for the Asian market
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5. achieve asimilar positive result by proper planning and collaborative efforts

B. Trandlate the following into English.

1 (turn out to be)
2 (apparent)

3 (global)

4, (perceive)

5, ? (spotlight)

V. Writing Task
Beijing attempts to host the 28" Olympic Games. What is your opinion about it?
Write a passage in some 120 words.

VI. Oral Practice
Some people think that sportsare positive in improving the unity of different nations

while others think sports worsen the strains between nations. Work in groups to
discussthe two opinions.

Part B Skill Training

Descriptive Writing ( )
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1)
A beautiful 4 bedroomed house was built in 1979, on St. Andrews Avenue. The house
stands on its own in the middle of trees and open space, away from the road. Thereis alarge

garden with a beautiful lawn and flower-beds. The house is only about 1 mile from the center

of the town, which has a large shopping center, cinemas, a theatre and so on. The railway
station is also very close.

The house is heated by gas central heating. There are four bedrooms and a bathroom.
The biggest bedroom also has a second bathroom suite. Downstairs there is a dining room and
avery large living room. The kitchen is next to the dining room, and there are cupboards and
equipment aready fitted. From the front door, the visitor comes into a lobby, with a
cloakroom to the right. Then, on the right of the stairs is the boiler room. The hall heads into
the kitchen. The house is very well-decorated and painted. There is also a garage.

2)

He stood out splendidly above all my uncles because he did not stand out at all. That was
his distinction. He was the most common man ever known. You would never pick him out in
a crowd. He became just another man the minute he was in one. You would never remember
his hair or his chin, or the shape of his ears. If he said something, you would agree with it,
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and, an hour later, you would be sure you had said it yourself.

3
The original Olympics took place nearly 3000 years ago, in the year 776 BC. Many
different sports were played, including boxing, running, throwing the discus, though there
were fewer sports involved than the modern Olympics. People came from all over Greece to
watch the Games beneath Mount Olympus, and even cities or states that were fighting wars
stopped them for the duration of the games.
3000

A W NP

EXERCISE
Write a 120-word composition on one of the following topics.
1. My Classroom
2. A Good Teacher to Remember
3. Sunset
4. A Rainy Day

Part C Supplementary Reading

The Winner Is Sydney
Pamela Hart



