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Unit | = public Molidays in the Uk

et T

In England, Christmas Day and Good Friday' have been holidays (literally “Holy Days”)
for religious reasons since the establishment of Christianity in this country. Christmas is cele-
brated on December 25, not on Christmas Eve as in several other European countries. The
other public holidays or “Bank Holidays” are Easter Monday®, May Day (May 1st)?, the
Spring Bank Holiday (the last Monday in May) ., the Summer Bank Holiday (the last Monday in
August) , Boxing Day (December 26th), and New Yearrs Day. The term “Bank Holiday” goes
back to the Bank Holiday Act of 1871, which owes its name to the fact that banks are closed on
the days specified.*

Boxing Day”’ takes its name from the old custom of giving employees or tradesmen (such as the
milkman) a present or “Christmas box” on that day every year. It has nothing to do with the sport of
boxing. If Christmas Day or Boxing Day falls at the weekend, the weekday which follows December 25th
and 26th becomes a Bank Holiday.°

Easter Monday is usually regarded as an unofficial consecration of spring. In many towns
there are funfairs with roundabouts., switchbacks and other amusements. The fair on Hamp-
stead Heath, in the north of London, is particularly famous. Easter Monday used to be the
day, on which the ladies would parade in the parks, wearing new dresses and hats.” Although
this custom is dying out, the tradition still provides the ladies with an excuse for buying spring
clothes.

The August Bank Holiday is probably the most popular one of the year, partly because it
comes at a time when children are not at school. Very many people try to make this a long
weekend, and go away to the seaside or the country (as they may indeed have done at Easter
or in Spring). The result is that anyone who can manage to take a holiday at another time
would be well advised to do so, for the roads get crowded with traffic.

In recent years, there has been a good deal of talk of creating another Bank Holiday mid-
way between August and Christmas, but nothing has yet been done. October would be a good
month, as the weather is often very pleasant then. Many people would welcome an extra Bank
Holiday or two as England has fewer than most Continental countries.

In Ireland, St. Patrickys Day (March 17th)® is also a Bank Holiday. St. Patrick is the Patron Saint
of Ireland. It is strange that St. Georgers Day (April 23rd) is not a public holiday in England. for Saint
George is the Patron Saint of England, and in addition, that day is the anniversary of the birth of the
most famous Englishman. William Shakespeare. However, the flag of St. George (a red cross on a white
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background) or the Union Jack’ is flown on that day, particularly by churches of the Church of Eng-
land.

The public holidays in Scotland are New Yearrs Day and the second day of January (the
third, if the first or the second day of January is a Sunday), Good Friday, May Day and usual-
ly the first Monday in August. There are local differences. New Yearrs Eve is called Hogma-
nay in Scotland and is an occasion for much joyous and noisy celebration. In London, Scottish
people come together on the steps of St Paulrs Cathedral' and sing “Auld Lang Syne”"* at mid-
night. There are also large crowds in Piccadilly Circus"” and Trafalgar Square'*, and New

Yearrs Eve is a great occasion for parties and happiness.
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literally /'litersli/ adw.

holy 'hauli adj. parade poa'reid w.
religious ri'lidzes adj. extra 'ekstro adj.
establishment  is't[ blifment 7. continental konti'nent]l adj.
Christianity kristi'| niti  n. patron 'pcitran n.

celebrate 'selibreit .

eve 1V n. saint seint n.

. . ) g
Easter 'isto 1. anniversary /[ ni'vaisari/ n.

funfair 'fanfes 7. background 'blkgraund n.
roundabout 'raundebaut n. local  'loukal adj.
merry-go-round hogmanay ’hogmanei n.
switchback 'swit/blk 7.

occasion o'keizon n.
amusement o'mjuzment 7. joyous 'dzoies adj.

particularly pa'tikjulali adw.

1. Good Friday
2. Easter Monday
3. May Day




4. The term “Bank Holiday” goes back to the Bank Holiday Act of 1871, which owes its
name to the fact that banks are closed on the days specified. * ” 1871
Bank Holiday
“ go back to” “ ” Our association with him goes back to

four years. “ owe to” “ ” She owes her good
health to diet and exercise.

5. Boxing Day

6. If Christmas Day or Boxing Day falls at the weekend the weckday which follows De-
cember 25th and 26th becomes a Bank Holiday. 12 25
26 weckday

7. Easter Monday used to be the day on which the ladies would parade in the parks

wearing new dresses and hats.
8. Saint Patrickys Day

9. Union Jack
10. Church of England
11. St. Paulygs Cathedral

12. Auld Lang Syne 2:1d'llp'zain
13. Piccadilly Circus pika'dili'szikos

Eros

14. Trafalgar Square tra'fllgo skweo

? / / /

1. Decide if the following statements are true or false according to the information in the
text.

(1) Christmas Day and Good Friday are holidays in England.
(2) Christmas is celebrated on Christmas Eve in several European nations.
(3) “Bank Holidays” are so called because they are holidays only for banks.

(4) Boxing Day takes its name from the sport of boxing.



(5) Today the ladies still parade in the parks, wearing new dresses and hats on Easter Monday.

(6) Many people may not take the August Bank Holiday if they can manage to do it at another
time.

(7) In recent years, people want another Bank Holiday mid-way between August and Christmas.,
but it is not decided.

(8) St. Georgers Day is a public holiday in England, for St. George is the Patron Saint of Eng-
land.

(9) People throughout the UK have the same number of days as holidays in a year.

(10) New Yearrs Eve is a great occasion of parties and happiness for many people.

P Jread [ and | /

2. Match the following words in the left column with their definitions on the right .

(1) literally a. amusement park

(2) funfair b. tradition

(3) public c. well-liked

(4) tradesman d. craftsman

(5) custom e. people in general

(6) pleasant f. time

(7) Union Jack g. word for word

(8) occasion h. nice

(9) popular i. the national flag of the UK
(10) Hogmanay j. New Yearrs Eve in Scotland

3. Choose the best answers to complete the following sentences .

(1) They were both very and felt it was a gift from God.

a. helpful b. pleasant c. religious d. continental
(2) Mrs. Allengs style of cooking much to her mother-in-law.

a. causes b. brings C. owns d. owes

(3) In England, the banks are closed on the days
a. specific b. specified c. followed d. celebrated

(4) Boxing Day takes its name the old custom of giving employees or tradesmen a
present on that day every year.

a. to b. from c. in d. by



(5) A man of sixty is as being in the prime of life.

a. believed b. considered c. regarded d. supposed
(6) 1 love to put on a bathing suit and on the beach.

a. walk b. crowd c. take d. advise
(7) After | had the baby, I had the perfect to stay at home.

a. excellence b. example C. excuse d. apology
(8) New Yearrs Day is celebrated all over the world with differences.

a. local b. area c. place d. space

(9) She was running down the stairs, her hair

a. flowing b. rising C. running d. waving
(10) Keep your office space looking good, your desk.
a. unusually b. often c. famously d. particularly

4. Read the following passage and fill in the blanks with the appropriate words .

New Yeargs Day is a special day. Itis (1) a birthday party for the new year. People feel

happy and excited. They want to  (2) this feeling with their families. Family members (3)

together to welcome the new year. They (4) songs. eat special foods, and (5) the old

year. They remember the happy  (6) they have spent together. They look (7) to the good
times that the family ~ (8) have in the year to come. Family members wish one  (9) a “Hap-
py New Year.”

The Chinese New Year is celebrated  (10) mid-January and mid-February. It is the most

important Chinese  (11) . It (12) for five days. Families are very busy before the festival.

They prepare  (13) for all visitors who will come to their homes  (14) the festival. They

clean their  (15) and put up signs and decorations.

9JRead [ and | /

5. Complete the following sentences.

(1) In England, Christmas is celebrated on December 25,

2 This work must be finished

3 If New Yearrs Day . the weekday which fol-
lows becomes a holiday.

4 This provides him




5 On May Day and National Day all the tourists spots . And you

would be well advised to

6 England has

7 New Yearrs Day is celebrated throughout the world

8 There has been a good deal of talk of this but

9 The Spring Festival

10 It is strange that

-~ YRead | and ] Leam |

6.

Dictionary Study

The dictionary is very important for a person who is learning English. When students be-
gin their study of a second language. they usually use a bilingual (or two-language) dic-
tionary. For example, a student from China uses a English-Chinese dictionary. The use of
a bilingual dictionary is necessary when students first begin to study another language.
However, after some time, all students should try to use a monolingual (or one-language)

dictionary.
= Entries and guide words <

In an English dictionary, you will find a list of several thousand words. Each word in this
list is called an Entry. All of the entries are in alphabetical order so that you can find an
entry easily. In addition., dictionaries have another way to help you find an entry easily
and quickly. At the top of every page. you will find two words. These two words are
called Guide Words. These two guide words are the first and last entries on that page.

Below you will find a list of page numbers and the guide words on those pages.

Read the entries in this exercise and decide which page contains the entries. Write the

page number on the line.

page number

guide words able-act  action-art  artist-back  bad-bought  bowl-carrot carry-cold
D after (6) airport an coast

(2 blind D) absent (12) baby

(3 aspirin (8) century (13) butter
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4) climate (9 carry a4 above
(5 beef (10) bleed (15) age

B. o Parts of speech <

Each entry in the dictionary begins with the correct spelling of the word. After the spell-
ing, you will find the pronunciation and the Parts of Speech . There are eight parts of
speech in English. Most dictionaries use abbreviations for the parts of speech. A common

system to indicate the parts of speech for an entry is:

ot (77.) oo (prorr. ) verb (v.) wntersection (gitery. )

agpective (aq). ) aaverb (aak. ) wreposition (rep. ) conjinction (cory. )

In each sentence below, you will find an italicized word. Decide the parts of speech of these

words and write their abbreviations on the line.

(1> He called a taxi. (9) _ They ran quickly in order to catch the bus.
(2) _ The test was very difficult. (10) _ We played against their team.

(3) __ Ouch That hurts (11> Il dislike portable televisions.

(4)  How many watches do you have (12) _ I'know that man.

(5) _ Wow Irm tired. (13) It was raining very hard.

(6) I like the fish, but she doesnrt. (14) _ What color did they paint your house
(7) _ Can you drink coffee, tea, or milk (15) 1 couldnst believe the mess in the bed-
(8)  Werll play on Friday. room.

C. o Syllables <

When you pronounce the word “November,” you will say it in three parts: No » vem -
ber. Each part is called a syllable. Many words have only one syllable, but most words
have more than one syllable. Most dictionaries indicate syllable division by a dot (class *

room) .

Here is a list of dictionary entries. Pronounce each word. Write the number of syllables on
the first line. Divide the word into syllables and write it on the second line. Use a dot to

indicate the syllables.

(1) entry (3) again
(2) understand (4) Friday




(5) geology (13) dictionary

(6) apple (14) sickness
(7) heavy (15) each
(8) caught

(9) government
(10) division

(11) unpredictability
(12) telephone

7. Read the passage and decide whether
the following statements are true or
false.

New Year's Resolutions

Celebrating the New Year with parades, costumes. and parties is fun for everyone. For
many people, New Yearrs Day is also a time for making decisions. People decide how they can
make their new year better than the old one. The following story is about a girl who makes an

important decision on New Yearys Day.
Messy Allison Cleans Up

It was the beginning of a brand-new year. Allison wanted to make a New Yearrs resolu-
tion. Her grandmother had told her that a New Yearrs resolution is a decision that people make
at the beginning of the year. It can be a decision to try harder at something or to break a bad
habit.

Allison thought to herself, “I have so many bad habits. I lose my mittens on the way to
school, and sometimes Irm not as nice to my brother as I should be. But my worst habit is
messiness. I guess thatrs why people call me Messy Allison. ”

Allison looked around her bedroom. Clothes were lying everywhere. Her stuffed animals
were scattered across the floor. Socks and sweaters hung out of the dresser drawers. “What a
mess ” she thought.

Allison decided to make her New Yearrs resolution. “Irm going to be neat for a whole
year. No more Messy Allison. Irm going to remember to pick up my clothes and put away my
toys.”

Allison smiled happily. It felt good to make a New Yearrs resolution But then she took another
look at her messy room. Her bed was unmade. It was covered with books and toys. Over in the cor-
ner, the glass eyes of her stuffed elephant, Jojo, winked sadly.

“Itrs going to be awfully hard to keep my New Yearrs resolution for a whole year,” Alli-
son sighed. “Maybe I should just try to be neat for half a year. I can start right now by clean-
ing up this room.”

.« 8



Allison started picking up her stuffed animals and putting them back on the shelves where
they belonged. “This is going to be a big job. Once this room is neat, itrs going to be very
hard to keep it neat.”

Allison frowned and started to clear the books off her bed. “I donrt know if I can promise
to be neat for half a year. Maybe I should try to be neat for just one day ”

Allison started to smile again. She hugged Jojo and told him, “Now, thatrs a New Yearrs

resolution I know I can keep.”

costumes dresser drawers
messy neat

brand-new unmade
resolution wink

mitten frown

stuffed hug

(1) Many people made decisions on New Yearrs Day.

(2) Allison did not want to make a New Yearrs resolution.

(3) Allison learned about New Yearys resolution from her grandfather.

(4) Allison is a girl with many good habits.

(5) Allisonys bedroom is a mess.

(6) Allison first wanted to be neat for half a year and then for one year.

(7) Allisonys books were scattered on the floor.

(8) After making her decisions, Allison immediately started to clean up her room.
(9) Allison found it difficult to keep her room clean and tidy for long.

(10) Allison might not be able to get rid of her bad habits.



Unit 2 A Survey of Australia

e~ T

Australia is as old as time.' Probably it was once connected to South America, but the
continents separated as the earthrs plates moved. Having been separated from other conti-
nents for millions of years, Australia has many plants and animals not found anywhere else in
the world. One strange animal lays eggs, yet feeds its young on its milk. Kangaroos and koa-
las give birth to very small and weak young. They are then carried in a pocket of folded skin
on the motherrs stomach for several months while they feed on the motherys milk and grow
stronger. Also in Australia there are many varieties of parrots, and over 140 different types of
snakes, many of which are extremely dangerous.

Australia is the only country in the world, which covers an entire continent. From north
to south the distance is 3,220 km and from east to west 3,860 km. In area it is about the same
size as the USA (without Alaska), which has more than thirteen times as many people.* Today
about 85% of the population live in the six major cities around the coast. Two thirds of the
country is dry or desert.’?

Australia is an extremely rich country. It produces metals, precious stones, coal, grain,
meat and wines, and has the biggest iron mines in the world. Australia has about one sixth of
the worldrs sheep and produces almost one third of its wool. Cattle are also kept, and about 15
million tons of wheat is grown every year. Fruit and vegetables are grown in areas where
there is enough water.

A long fence runs for hundreds of kilometers across Australia. The purpose of the fence is
to keep out a type of wild dog called “dingo”. Dingoes hunt at night and like to attack sheep.
Farms in the middle of Australia are so large that farmers use motorbikes or helicopters for the
task of rounding up the sheep or cattle.*

The climate is different depending on the area. The south has cool. wet winters and
warm, dry summers. The north has warm, dry winters and hot, wet summers. The center of
Australia is hot and dry all the year round. Because of such a climate, much of daily life hap-
pens outdoors. Australians love sports and win world competitions in tennis, sailing and swim-
ming. If you are asked to an Australian home, you will probably eat outside and cook meat or
fish on an open fire.” At weekends many Australians go walking and camping in the country-
side, called the “bush”®. For holidays, many people visit Great Barrier Reef " off the north-

east coast of Australia, which has 700 islands.

e 10
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(Words and Expressions

survey /'savei/ n. parrot 'plrot n.

connect ka'nekt w. extremely ik'strimli adv.

continent 'kontinent 7. precious 'prefos  adj.

separate 'seporeit w. iron 'aien n.

plate pleit n. mine main 7.

lay lei w. dingo 'dipggou 7.

kangaroo ;k[nga’ru: n. attack o'tlk w.

koala kou'alo n. motorbike 'moutobaik 7.
koala bear helicopter  'helikopte 7.

fold fould w. depend di'pend w.

stomach 'stamok n. competition kompi'tifon 7.

varicty vo'raioti 7. reef riif n.

1. Australia is as old as time. “ as old as tim¢
as old as Adam
2. In area it is about the same size as the USA  without Alaska ~ which has more than
thirteen times as many people.
13 “ ..times as many as ...” Petrol is twice as
expensive as it was a few years ago.
3. Two thirds of the country is dry or desert.
“ +of- of- Over
sixty percent of the city was destroyed in the war.
Three fourths of the surface of the carth is sea.
4. Farms in the middle of Australia are so large that farmers use motorbikes or helicopters
for the task of rounding up the sheep or cattle.
5. If you are asked to an Australian home you will probably cat outside and cook meat or
fish on an open fire.
“ open” “ " There is an open market 1n the village.
6~ bush
7. Great Barrier Reef 2,011
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1. Choose the best answers according to the information in the text.

(1) It is possible that

a. Australia remains to be where it was born

b. Australia was once connected to South America

c. Australia was separated from South America a million years ago
(2) is a special kind of animal in Australia.

a. Snake b. Parrot c. Kangaroo
(3) Some Australian animals are considered strange because they

a. lay eggs

b. feed the baby on their milk

c. lay eggs but milk their baby
(4) Which of the following is NOT true

a. Australia is an old continent.

b. Australia is as large as the USA in area.

c. Most places in Australia do not have much rain.
(5) We can learn from the text that

a. Australia is not rich in iron mines

b. Australians only raise sheep

c. fruit and vegetables are not grown in some places in Australia
(6) The long fence across Australia is made to

a. keep out dingoes

b. hunt wolves

c. round up sheep and cattle
(7) Some Australian farmers fly helicopters to

a. hunt dingoes who attack their sheep

b. drive their sheep or cattle to the grassland

c. gather their sheep or cattle together
(8) We can learn from the last paragraph that

a. the southern part of Australia is cold in winter

b. different areas have different climates

c. the Australians love cooking in the kitchen

o 12



(9) Most Australians enjoy
a. indoor sports
b. outdoor activities
c. cooking meat or fish on an open fire all year around
(10) We can reasonably infer from this passage that
a. Australia is just like many other countries in the world
b. Australia is completely different from other countries

c. Australia enjoys some unique characteristics

P JRocd [ and | /

2. From the following list, choose a synonym or phrase for the italicized word in each
sentence below.

a. link b. eat c. change d. total number of people e. whole

f. very g. aim h. gathering together i. relies on j. rural areas

(1) Bangladesh now has a population of about 110 million.

(2) The cooking time needed depends on the size of the potato.

(3) If it is built, it will connect Britain to Europe for the first time in history.
(4) Susanys idea of freedom was to have variety in her lifestyle.

(5) He spent his entire life in China as a doctor.

(6) My mobile phone is extremely useful.

(7) 1 have always loved the English countryside .

(8) The caterpillars ( ) feed on a wide range of trees, shrubs and plants.
(9) His purpose was to make a profit by improving the companyrs performance.

(10) He tried to find a job as a cowboy, rounding up animals.

3. Choose the best answers to complete the following sentences.

(1) I am one of the students who on time.

a. am b. was c. are d. is
(2) That their team was weak a fact.

a. are b. have been C. was d. were
(3) The United Nations in 1945.

a. were founded b. was founded c. was found d. founded
(4) Many sheep grass at the foot of the hill.
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