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KEEPING UP TO DATE

(1000 SENTENCES OF TODAY’S ENGLISH)
by Scott Ballantyne

The difficulty 1n learning any language 1s that language is 1n a con-
stant state of change. New words enter the language almost every day,
but whilst we can learn the words, how are they used in daily practice?
Just as modern words enter the language, so others leave 1t in modern
usage. ‘Keeping Up To Date’ uses 69 topics covering the modern daily
language of the people who speak the language daily.

The subjects used 1n this book investigate the simple routines of life
along with modern concerns such as computers, Internet, the environ-
ment, art & literature and politics.

It is not intended that students of English start at the first page and
work through to the end, but instead to look at the subject index and
choose the topics of interest to them and then to read, listen and learn
the phrases used by indigenous speakers.

A library of modern daily and useful phrases can be built up by stu-
dents of all ages so that when they speak to English natives, they will

be understood to understand the language of this modern world.
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1. MAKING FRIENDS

‘Hi, my name’s Bill.’

‘Hi, I’'m Mary.’

‘Nice to meet you, Mary.”’

‘Likewise. ’

‘Where are you from?’

‘I’m from the USA. And you?’

‘Oh, I’m from Finland.’

‘Finland - where is that?’

‘It’s in northern Europe.’
‘Oh, | didn’t know.’
‘And where in America are you from?’
‘’m from Texas. That’s in the south.’
‘Yes, I’ve heard of it.”’
‘Have you really?’

‘Sure, it’s quite famous. ’



SEIE-FE 1000 17

2. AROUND TOWN

16. ‘Do you know this town well?’

17. ‘Sure, | have been here many times.’

18. ‘How many libraries are there here?’

19. ‘There are three.’

20. ‘Three! That’s a lot for a small town.’

21. ‘Well, one belongs to the town.’

272. ‘And the other two?’

723. ‘They belong to the university.’

24. ‘Can anyone use them?’

25. ‘No. Only students can use the university li-
braries. ’

26. ‘But can anyone use the town library?’

2(. ‘Of course, | have been going there for
years but really you should join the li-
brary.’

28. ‘How do | do that?’

29. ‘You give them your name and address and
they give you a ticket.’

30. ‘Good, that sounds easy.’

po—— 2 —



KEEPING UP TO DATE

3. SIR, MADAM, Mr., Mrs. , Miss & Ms.

31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.

43.
44.

45.

In western countries many titles are used.

Men are usually called, ‘Mr.’

Women can have different titles.

A woman can choose her title.

If she is married, she can call herself,
‘Mrs.” or ‘Ms.”’

If a woman is unmarried she can call her-
self, ‘Miss’ or ‘Ms.”’

So when do we use, ‘Sir’ or ‘Madam’?

They are often used in formal letters.
Sometimes we hear people call others,
‘Sir’ or ‘Madam’

Yes, they are formal terms and very polite.

So how do we know when to use them?
Well, if you don’t know people, you can
use those terms.

It is considered too polite.

Some people would think so, but don’t
worry about it.

Most people don’t mind if you guess.
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46.
47.
48.
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50.
51.
52.
53.
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55.

56.
o/

58.
59.

60.

4. GOING PLACES

Travel can be very exciting.

Many people like to travel.

People think travel is expensive.

This need not be so.

We can travel by many ways.

Walking is a form of travel.

It can be very interesting.

Walking enables us to see many things in
detail.

We can travel by plane, bus, train or car.
When we travel that way we get to places
quickly.

However, we don’t see things so deeply.
A bicycle is a quicker way to travel than
walking.

By bicycle we can still see things in detail.
We can stop easier and examine what we
find interesting.

But all types of travel are interesting.
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62.
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5.

5. IN THE HOME

There are many kinds of rooms in a house.
The bedroom is where we sleep.

In the kitchen we cook our meals.

In the dining room we eat the food we have
cooked.

Lounges are used for relaxing.

Some houses have a study.

The study is like an office at home.

The bathroom is where we wash.

Some bathrooms have a bath.

Other bathrooms have a shower.

Most bathrooms have a toilet.

Some houses have more than one bath-
room. |

Several bedrooms can make up part of a
house.

A house can also have a garden.

A garden may have a small house called a
shed.
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6. CITIES, TOWNS, VILLAGES

/6. A city is really just a large town.

/. A town is just a large village.

/8. A small village without any shops is called a
hamlet.

/9. A hamlet may have only a few houses.

80. A village will contain a few shops and sev-
eral houses.

81. Cities have lots and lots of people.

82. Towns have fewer people.

83. Villages and hamlets have even fewer peo-
ple.

84. In England, every city has a cathedral.

85. A cathedral is a large church.

86. Some European countries also have cathe-
drals.

8/. Towns have several churches.

88. A village will often have at least one
church.

89. A hamlet may or may not have a church.
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