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[On a planel )

Captain’s Voice: Ladies and gentlemen, we are about to
beginour descent intoLos Angeles(1).

Captain’s Voice: The sound you have just heard is the
landing gear locking into place (2). The Los Angeles
weather is clear and the temperature is 72. We expect
tomake our four-hour—-and-eighteen-minute f1ight on
schedule (3). We enjoyed having you on board and look
forward to seeing youagain in the near future.

[Atthe Airportl

Man's Voice: Pleaseholdhandrail and stand to theright (4).
If youwish topass, please dosoon the left (5).

RecordedVoice: Yourattention, please, parking inthisarea
is limited to threeminutesonly (6). Please donot leave
your carunattended (7).

[Ben’s graduation party at homel

Mr. Braddock's Voice: Hey. What's the matter? The guests
areall downstairs, Ben. They'reallwaiting to seeyou.

Ben: Look, dad, could you explain to them that I have to be
alone forawhile?

Mr. Braddock's Voice: These are all our good friends, Ben.
Most of themhave known you since, well, practically (8)
since youwere born. What is it, Ben?

Ben: I'mjust...

Mr. Braddock: Worried?

Ben: Well...

Mr. Braddock: About what?

Ben: I guess, aboutmy future.

Mr. Braddock: What about it?

Ben: I don't know. Iwant it tobe...

Mr. Braddock: To be what?
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(1) Begin our descent into Los Angeles: A plane is preparing to land
intheairportofL. A., California, U. S. A.

(2) The landing gear locking into place: the noise of a bump or thump
when the plane gets into a safe position to land.

(3) On schedule: on time; correct to the E.T.A Estimated Time of
Arrival or the announced time of arrival.

(4) Stand totheright: Move to theright side tohold therail, sotheaisle
isclear onhalf of the hallway.

(5) Do so on the left: If inahurry or if youwish to pass those holding
ontotherail, pleasewalk on the left side of theaisle.

(6) Is limited to threeminutes only: short termparking tobe used only
to help a person with the luggage, not to be used if the driver
must enter the airport to find his passenger.

(7) Unattended: Do not park your car and have the driver go away;

keeping an eye on or watching the car.

(8) Practically:almost.
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Ben: Different.

Mrs. Braddock: Is anything wrong?

Mr. Braddock: No! No, we're just on our way downstairs!

Mrs. Braddock: The Carlsons are here.

Mr. Braddock: They are? Well, come on.

Mrs. Braddock: They came all the way from Tarzana. Come
on! Let’sget cracking (1).

Mr. Braddock: It’s a wonderful thing to have so many
devoted (2) friends.

Mr. Carlson: Hey, there’s our award-winning scholar (3).

Mrs. Carlson: We're all very proud of you, Ben.

Ben: Thank you, Mrs. Carlson.

Mr. Carlson: Is that thenewcar out there, the little redWop
4) job?

Mr. Braddock: That’s Ben's graduation present (5).

Mr. Carlson: Won't have much trouble picking them up (6)
inthat, willyou?

Ben: Sir?

Mr. Carlson:Thegirls. Thechicks (7). The. . . theteenyboppers (8).

Mrs. Carlson: I think Ben has gotten beyond the teeny
bopper stage (9), haven't you, Ben?

Ben: Yes, ma'ma.

Ben: Excuseme. I think I'd just like to check something on
thecarforaminute. . .

Mr. Loomis: Hey, here's the track star(10). How are you,
trackstar?

Ben: Just fine, Mr. Loomis.

Mr. Loomis: I want to get a drink and then I want to hear all
about that thing (11) youwon, that Hopperman award.

Ben: Helpingham.

Mr. Loomis: Helpingham! Right! Now you wait right here.
"> 7
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(1) Let’s get cracking: the same as “Let’s get the show on the road. ” Let
us start, getmoving, begin.

(2) Devoted: caring, loyal, canbereliedupon.

(3) Our award-winning scholar: a student who has won honors in

class, has earned the high marks.

(4) Wop: a term, torefer toapersonor an itemfrom Italy, not used in
polite company.

(5) Graduationpresent: agift for completing successfully the entire
programincollege or university.

(6) Picking themup: finding young girls to date, persuading young

women to ride inhis fancy foreign car.

(7) Chicks: Here it refers topretty unattached (single) young women.

(8) Teeny boppers: very young teen—age girls, unsophisticated,
innocent girlsintheirearly teens.

(9) Gotten. . . bopper stage: Ben is tooold todate young teen—age girls.
Ben only wants to date girls more or near his age.

(10) Track star: an athlete who competes successfully in track and
fieldsports. Track consistsof running, jumping, polevaulting
and high jump. To be a “star”, you must be a winner.

(11) I'want tohear all about that thing: I want to learnabout, know the
requirements needed towinand the difficulties and challenges

involved.
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Ladyl: Ben, we're all so proud of you.

Lady2: Proud, proud, proud, proud, proud.

Lady3: What are you going to do now?

Ben: Iwas going to goupstairs foraminute. . .

Lady3: No, I meant with your future (1).

Lady2: Withyour life.

Ben: Well, that'salittlehardtosay...

Mr. McGuire: Ben!

Ben: Excuse me. Mr. McGuire.

Mr. McGuire: Ben.

Ben: Mr. McGuire.

Mr. McGuire: Come with me for a minute. Ben, I want to
talk toyou. Excuseus, Joana(2).

Joana: Of course.

Mr. McGuire: I just want to say one word to you, just one
word.

Ben: Yes, sir.

Mr. McGuire: Are you listening?

Ben: Yes, I am.

Mr. McGuire: Plastics(3).

Ben: Exactly how do you mean?

Mr. McGuire: There isagreat future inplastics(4). Think
about it (5). Will youthinkabout it?

Ben: Yes, Iwill.

Mr. McGuire: Sure. Enough said(6). That’s a deal (7).

Woman 1: Here he is now. Here’s Ben.

Ben: Excuseme just aminute. ..

Mrs. Terhune's Voice: Listen, everybody, I want youall to
bequiet. T'vegotBen'scollegeyearbook (8) here. T justwant
to read you some of the wonderful things about Ben. Be
quiet, please. Captain(9), thecrosscountryteam(10), head
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(1) I meant with your future: Not where you are going at this moment
but what your plans are for your life. How do you see your future
employment or career?

(2) Excuse us, Joana: We are leaving for aprivate conversation. I beg
your pardon, but we require a private conversation of a serious
matterornature.

(3) Plastics: anewmanufactured item.

(4) Agreat future inplastics: A jobwith theplastics industry isaroyal
road to success. The future iswide open for theplastics industry.

(5) Think about it: Keep plastics inmind when weighing your options
for future employment.

(6) Enough said: end of conversation. We had discussed this matter
long enough.

(7) That'sadeal: It is settled. We have reached a settlement.

(8) College yearbook: Arecordof activities, parties, sports thathave
happened during a one—year—school termwith pictures of the
students, comments about the achievements of each, personal
statements from friends, published by the university and kept
by each student as a permanent cherished memory.

(9) Captain: the leader of a team.

(10) Cross country team: a team of runners who compete by running,
not on a groomed track, but in open country.
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of the debating club, the associate—editor (1) of the
collegenewspaper inhis junioryear (2), managingeditor

(3) inhissenioryear (4). ..

. Robinson: Oh, I guess this isn't the bathroom, isit?

: It’s down the hall.

. Robinson: How are you, Benjamin?

: Fine, thank you, Mrs. Robinson. The bathroom is down

at theendof thehal l.

. Robinson: Such a pleasant room.
: Look, Mrs. Robinson, I don’t mean to be rude but (5)

I'm. .. 'mawfully...

. Robinson: Is there an ashtray in here?

No.

. Robinson: Oh, yes. I forgot the track star doesn't

smoke.

. Robinson: Isitagirl (6)?

: Iswhatagirl (7)?

. Robinson: Whatever it is that's upsetting you(8).

: Ohrno. I'm just sort of disturbed (9) about things.

. Robinson: In general (10).

: That'sright.

. Robinson: Well, congratulations.

: Thank you.

. Robinson: Oh, Benjamin, I want to ask you something.

What?

. Robinson: Will you take me home?

What?

. Robinson: My husband took the car. Will you drive me

home?

: Here, youtake it(11).
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(1) Associate—editor: one of several students who help or assist in
producing the newspaper for the college.

(2) Junior year: inhis third year of a four—year course.

(3) Managing editor: the person in charge.

(4) Senior year: the last year at school.

(5) I don't mean tobe rude but: I donot wish tobe impolite. He isasking
her to leave.

(6) Is it agirl: Are youupset withme here because you are interested

inone special girl?

(7) Iswhat agirl: I donot knowwhat you are talking about. What girl?
Who are you talking about? I am confused.

(8) Upsettingyou: causingBendistress, discomfort.

(9) Sortof disturbed: Ben says he isratherupset, not deeply disturbed,

but very uncomfortable.

(10) Ingeneral : about different matters, not one specific thing.

(11) Here, you take it: Ben offersMrs. Robinsonhis car keys. He does
not want to drive her home. He really wants her to leave him

alone.
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