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Chapter One

Prefixes and Suffixes

Prefixes

dis-

Formation: a. dis- + v. . V.
b. dis- + adj. / n. _ adj. /n.
Meaning: a. Vebs fomed in this way describe an action that has the opposte effect of, or
reverses, the process described by the original verb.
b. A state, characteristic, or quality which is the opposte of the one referred to o
described by the origina noun or adjective.
Examples: In al these years | ve never known you to disobey an order.
The boy disappear ed from the hatel during the night.
The hard-working carpenter had never done a dishonest thing in his life.
Her letter caused him some discomfort.

A list of words with these meanings:

disagree discontinue dislike dishelieve distrust

didoyal dishonest disorderly discontent dissmilar
discomfort disobedience dishonor disadvantage disbelief
in-, il-, im-, ir-

Formation: in-/ im-/ il-/ ir- +adj. /In. - ad. / n.

Meaning: The gpposte meaning to the original adjective or noun.



Examples: | have been possessed by a wild and entirely illogical unrest.
The robot is daing something which would atherwise be impossible.
It was stupid and irrational to fee frightened.

A list of words with this meaning:

informal impaossible illegible irreplaceable

injustice imbalance illega irredstible

inadequate immature illiterate irrelevant
inter-

Formation: inter- + v. /n. /adj. _v. /n. /ad].

Meaning: a Something as existing or happening between two or more people or things.
b. Two or more people or things are related or connected in some way.
Examples: Inter-city phone calls are relatively cheap now.
They took an inter-continental flight back to Engand last week.
There was a quick interchange of information between the men.
All things are interrelated and interacted on each other.

A list of words with these meanings:

inter-city inter-office interstate inter-language

interpersonal interplanetary international intercontinental

interact interplay interweave interchange

interconnection interrelation interdependent intercultural
mid-

Formation: mid- + n. (referring to months, years, and particular parts of the day) - n.

Meaning: The middle part of a particular period of time.

Examples: Although it was mid-June, the weather outsde was a fine chill drizzle.
It was a Saturday in midsummer.
They were huddled into two or three coats againg the mid-October.

A list of words with this meaning:

mid-afternoon mid-week mid-century mid-fifties
midnight midwinter midday midsummer
mis-

Formation: mis- + v./ n. _ Vv./n.
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to.

Meaning: Things that are done wrongly or badly.
Examples: | was sure | had misheard the question.
He misook me for my twin siger.
Dont misconceive the essence of education.

A list of words with this meaning:

mishear misnform misquate misread

misnterpret misprint misuse mispronounce

misconception mismanagement misunderstanding misfortune
non-

Formation: non- + n. / adj. _ n./ad.

Meaning: The idea that a person or thing does not have the qualities or characterigtics referred

Examples: He chain-smoked, which isnt very pleasant for a non-smoker like me.
If the landlord is non-resident, he does not have right of access.
The answer is not non-change, but a different kind of change.

A list of words with this meaning:

non-target non-human non-vioence non-profit
non-aggressve non-verba non-bidogcal non-competitive
re-

Formation: re- + v./ n. _, v./ n.

Meaning: The fact that an action or process is done ar happens a second time, sometimes in a
different way.

Examples: It was a comedy well worth re-reading.
The road is now renamed Millbank.
The theatre was founded in 1720, but rebuilt in 1820.

A list of words with this meaning:

re-examine reappear redefine rewrite

reconsider rename restart reunite

repossession remarriage recreation rediscovery
un-

Formation: a. un- + adj. / adv. / n. _, adj. / adv. / n.



b. un- + v. _ V

Meaning: a Things are the gpposite of whatever the original adjectives, adverbs, and nouns
describe or refer to.
b. The process or state referred to by the original verb is reversed.
Examples: What they have to tell us may be intellectually shocking or emationally unaccepta-
ble.
Tom, unwillingly, fet drawn to Mary in his isdation.
He detested and, if he could, avoided personal unpleasantness.
Let him help to dress and undr ess himself.

A list of words with these meanings:

unable unconscious unhappy unthinkable unacceptable
unpleasantly unfortunately unbelievably untidily undemocratical -
ly
unfairness unpleasantness  uncertainty unhappiness unacceptability
undo unlock untie uncover unl cad
Suffixes

1. Suffixes used as noun sgnifiers

-er/-or

Formation: v. + -er/-or _, n.
Meaning: a. The people who do the action described by the original verb, usualy because it
Is their job.
b. Nounsthat refer to things which perform the function described by the original
verbs.
Examples: | went to London and tried to earn my living as a portrait painter.
He has become a frequent vistor to our house.
The entire operation is done by computer.
She went in and took the small elevator to the fourth floor.
A list of words with these meanings:
lecturer producer commander manager

waiter recorder duster mixer
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digger cook er operator Investor
sallor auditor creator detector
reactor receptor refrigerator separator

-ion, -tion, -ation

Formation: v. + -ion/-tion/-ation _, n.
Meaning: The gate or process described by the verb, or to an insance of that process.
Examples: Why dont we take military actions?
The great Picasso exhibition a the Museum of Modern Art in New York was a
great success.
Seisagrl full of wild imagination.

A list of words with this meaning:

action contribution exhibition reaction decision

attention reduction production introducti on description

reaization examination explanation organization information
-ment

Formation: v.. + -ment -, n.

Meaning: The process of making or doing something, or to the result of this process.
Examples: The achievement of equality for women is very great in the past century.
The weather showed signs of impr ovement.
Fanny saw with amazement that the letter was addressed to her.

A list of words with this meaning:

assessment accomplishment assgnment Invesment

Invol vement management payment punishment

replacement requirement resentment retirement
-ness

Formation: adj. + -ness _, n.
Meaning: The date or quality described by the adjective.
Examples: There was a gentleness about his face.
We shauld have an awar eness of the childs real needs.
My disbelief gave way to sadness.

A list of words with this meaning:



COoNsciousness happiness attractiveness helplessness
rudeness bitterness londliness sweethess

carelessness nervousness weakness goodness
-ity

Formation: adj. + -ity _, n.

Meaning: The state or condition described by the adjective.

Examples: Babies receive immunity to a variety of infections through breast feeding.
The war had brought prosperity to Port Philip.
A good fire is a security against wild beasts.

A list of words with this meaning:

creativity generosity productivity curiogty hodtility
popularity diversity complexity equality amplicity
reality humanity extremity familiarity generality

2. Qffixes used as verb signifiers

-én

Formation: n. / adi. + -en _ V.
Meaning: a. To describe the process of causing something to have a particular quality or to be
In a particular state.
b. To express the idea that someone or something has more of a quality than it had
previously.
Examples: A small patch of ground was blackened by the ashes of dd camp fires.
The lacquer( ) dries very quickly and hardens in an haur.
She was trying on a blue jacket and wondering if she could have the deeves length-
en.
The patient s pulse quickened.

A list of words with these meanings:

fatten loosen weaken sicken widen
brighten worsen strengthen heighten lengthen
lighten draighten stiffen sweeten tighten

-ify
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Formation: adj. /n. + -ify _, w.

Meaning: Verbs that describe the process by which a ate, quality, or condition is brought a-
bout.

Examples: The loca authority has promised to simplify planning procedures.
| was terrified by the bull and wanted to run out of the field.
They are beautifying the classroom for a Chrisgmas Party.

A list of words with this meaning:

amplify diversify intensify purify solidify
beautify justify classfy horrify dorify
-ize

Formation: a. n. + -ize _, V.
b. n./ad]. + -ize _ W

Meaning: a Actions that involve or are related to the ariginal noun.

b. To describe the process by which the state or condition mentioned is brought a-

bout.

Examples: He apologized for being late.

The events of the wedding were characterized by muddle ( ).

Forbes allowed his dog to terrorize the officer on duty.

The Prime Miniger wants NATO to modernize short-range nuclear weapons.
A list of words with these meanings:
moralize emphasize summarize criticize symbdize

cdonize gandardize democratize indudtrialize generdize
3. Quffixes used as adjective sgnifiers

-able

Formation: a. v. + -able _, ad.
b. n. + -able _, ad,.
Meaning: a. Adjectives formed in this way describe someone or something that is affected by
the action or process described by the verb.
b. Adjectives to describe soameone or something as having the qualities or character-
istics referred to by the ariginal noun.

Examples: Deaths caused by reckless driving are avoidable.



Edward was a mischievous but lovable child.
It was his company who gave him the comfortable feeling of security and ease.
His habitual striped shirts were fashionable in 1963.

A list of words with these meanings:

acceptable dedrable manageable recognizable imagnable

knowabl e changeable readable dependable movable

comfortable honorable pleasurable fashionable valuable
-ible

Formation: v. + -ible _, ad,.
Meaning: Adjectives fomed in this way describe something to which the action or process re-
ferred to by the verb can be done.
Examples: Raw meat is perfectly digestible, athough it can be tough.
| understoad that it was per missble to ask a question.
That was sensible of you.

A list of words with this meaning:

resoonsible corruptible divisible audible sensible
defensible residible horrible plausble comprehensible
-al

Formation: n. + -al _, ad,.
M eaning: Adjectives formed in this way describe something that is connected with the thing re-
ferred to by the ariginal noun.
Examples: The environmental pollution and the erosion of natural resources are getting more
and more serious.
They signed a treaty to reduce the risk of accidental nuclear war.
Some of the clothes worn were national costume.

A list of words with this meaning:

professional experi mental national regonal classicd
occasiond continental conventional globd original
-ful

Formation: n. + -ful . adj.

M eaning: Adjectives formed in this way describe someone or something as having a lot of the
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cha-racterigtic or quality mentioned.

Examples: He is a charming boy with the most beautiful hair.
| was tdd a shocking and shameful sory.
This soil is very fruitful.

A list of words with this meaning:

powerful dutiful hel pful peaceful painful
hopeful playful thank ful cheerful forceful
-ic, -ical

Formation: n. + -ic/-ical _, ad,.
M eaning: Adjectives formed in this way describe something resembling, involving, or being
connected with the thing referred to by the origna noun.
Examples: He took a carving knife from a magnetic board on the wall.
The machines made a soft, rhythmic pulsing sound.
His problem is psychological insgead of biological.
Many old people still like classical music.

A list of words with this meaning:

patriotic alcohdic ironic diplomatic enthusiagtic
typical biological historical classical psychological
-less

Formation: n. + -less _, ad.
M eaning: Adjectives formed in this way describe people or things that do nat have or do what-
ever is referred to.
Examples: Most people think of meades as harmless.
The injustice left me speechless.
He hummed a tuneless song to himself.

A list of words with this meaning:

meaningless heartless mationless helpless nameless
useless hopeless power|ess resless endless
_|y

Formation: a. n. + -ly _, ad,.

b. n. + -ly _, ad,.
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Meaning: a. Adjectives foomed in this way describe things or people that have the qualities or
characterigics which are typical of the origna nouns and adjectives.
b. -ly combines with nouns that refer to periods of time in order to form words which
indicate how often something happens or is done.
Examples: They are bright, alert and livdy.
They were beautiful, lovely people.
His weekly payment was seven shillings.
Kate vidgted him daily, sometimes twice daily.

A list of words with these meanings:

bratherly fatherly godly orderly costly manly
lonely deadly kindly sckly weakly elderly
daily hourly quarterly yearly monthly weekly

4. Qffix used as adverb signifier

_|y

Formation: adj. + -ly _, adv.
Meaning: Adverbs formed in this way express the idea that something is done in the way de-
scribed by the adjective.
Examples: My sister was snging very happily.
They walked quickly between the lines of houses.
Her vaice and manner changed suddenly.

A list of words with this meaning:

badly exactly naturally rapidly cheaply
normally recently clearly frequently dbviously
Exercises

1. Sudy the following groups of words carefully, choose an appropriate prefix

that denotes* opposition” for each group and fill it in the blank.
dis-, il-, im-, ir-, mis,, non-, un-, In-

1) vidence human smoker drinker align

2) ____ able certain cover do fortunately
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3) patient proper perfect moral balance
4) direct finite valuable judice dependence
5) legal literate local logi cal limitable
6) advantage honor agree appear cover
7) fortune behaviour spelling lead treat
8) regular rational redstible relative resolute

2. Sudy the following groups of words carefully, choose an appropriate suffix
that is used as noun signifier for each group and fill it in the blank ( one suffix can

be used only once)

Suffix Example

-al arrive -~ arrival

-(a)n Africa - African

-ance Bgmg - attendance

-ant - participant

. Pate .

-ation ransport - transportation

-ce ignorant - ignorance

-cy accurate - accuracy

-ee train - trainee

-ence depend - dependence

-er read - reader

-ian music — musician

-ing build — building

-ion invent - Invention

-ist special - specialist

-ity equa - equality

-ment punish - punishment

-ness sick - sickness

-or sall - salor

-ship friend - friendship

-sion divide - division

-ure press —~ pressure

-y difficult - difficulty
1) act vigt edit ingruct translate
2) read lead play employ manage
3) pay examine train interview employ
4) art science tour type social
5) Ada America Russa Rome Europe
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6)

7)

8)

9)
10)
11)
12)
13)
14)
15)
16)
17)
18)
19)
20)
21)
22)

political
invest
defend
exhibit
combine
decide
CONSCi ous
abundant
accept
fail

cook
exist
efficient
arrive
honest
real

relation

physic
achieve
assis
create
realize
conclude
rude
ignorant
perform
procede
shop
prefer
consistent
approve
modest
popular

space

history
involve
inhabit
react
transport
expand
aware
significant
enter
depart
swim
ingst
urgent
dismiss
jeaous
complex

schdar

Egypt
move
immigrate
discuss
invite
extend
effective
important
appear
expase
surround
depend
frequent
deny
discover
special

champion

mathematical
advertise
participate
elect
darve
divide
lonely

red sant
assist
please
build
persist
private
bury
inquire
familiar

partner

3. Sudy the following groups of words carefully, choose an appropriate suffix
that is used as adjective signifier for each group and fill it in the blank ( one suffix

can be used only once) .

Suffix Example

-able change - changeable
-al nation - hational
-ary second - secondary
-ed crowd - cromded
-ful hope — hopéeful
-ible digest - digedible
-ic hero - heroic
-icd type - typicd
-ish book — bookish
-ive act - active
-less care - careless
-ly friend - friendly
-0us adventure - adventurous




