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1. Collect Call from Las Vegas




New Words and Expressions
1. collect ko'lekt  a.
.seep st p V.
. incredulously  in3kred ul7sli  ad.

. insurance in'8 77ns  n.

2
3
4. anniversary  (eeni3 o 7ri  n.
5
6. to be entitled to

here comes a time in every man’ s life when if he is in Las
Vegas alone he has to call his wife — collect. The mo-
ment came earlier for me than I expected and the call
went something like this.

“ Hello dear " I said.” I' m calling from Las Vegas.”

I know where you' re calling from ” she said the bitterness

seeping through the receiver.” What did you do last night ”

I had a date with a show girl' "I told her.

Don’ t lie to me. You were gambling.”

‘ Just a little. Nothing much.”

How much did you lose ”

I love you ” 1 told her.

I said how much did you lose ”
I didn’ t call to talk about that. I called to talk about the chil-

dren.

“ What about the children ” she wanted to know.

“ Why do they have to go to college when they grow up Lots of
children don’ t go to college and turn out to be wonderful parents.”

You didn’ t lose their college money ” she screamed.

Only their junior and senior years.”

What else did you lose ”
2



Where are you standing now ”
In our bedroom " she replied.

* Please don’ t say our’ bedroom any more.”

You didn’ t lose the house ” she asked incredulously.
“ Just parts of it. I kept title to® the basement and the garage.”

I could hear sobbing on the other end of the line.

Now wait a minute dear. You said the house was too big for
us anyway and you would prefer something smaller. Think of it as a

lucky break®. Dear are you there "

Yes I'm here.”

Do me a favor. You know that gold necklace with the pearls I

bought you for our anniversary ”

* You lost that
Of course not. Do you think I would do something that low ”

“ 3

Well what about the necklace ’
“ I want you to go out and lose it somewhere so we can collect
the insurance on it. We' 1l get a much better price than if we try to
sell it.”

I could kill you ” she said.

Don’ t. It would be a mistake.”

y

You mean you lost your life insurance too
They told me a man who plays the way I do will live forev-
ert.
“ Well at least you didn’ t lose my fur coat.”

I didn’ t say anything.

“ You did lose my fur coat ”
Who wears a fur coat in Washington ” 1 replied.

When are you coming home ”

That' s what I called about. There’ s a Greyhound bus leaving
3



for Washington at three this afternoon and if you send me the mon-
ey I left you for food I' Il be on it.”

And what are we going to eat until you get here ”

Call up the Department of Agriculture. According to the law

we’ re entitled to participate in their surplus food program.”

Notes
1. show girl
2. kept title to
3. a lucky break

4. They told me a man who plays the way I do will live forever.



2. The Royal Romance Riddle




New Words and Expressions
1. exclaim  ik3kleim v.
2. intelligent  in'telidz7nt  a.

3. stump  stdmp V.

nce upon a time there was a small kingdom named
Bergonia. The king and queen had a daughter Princess
Wilma. Six months after Wilma' s 21st birthday her par-

ents talked with her about a knotty problem.
“ You will soon be 22 Wilma " said the queen.” You should be
married already. That is the custom for princess in Bergonia. I got

married when I was 21 and your grandmother. . .’
“ T know mother I know ” said Wilma.” I don’ t want to go
against the grain' but I can’ t get married. I haven’ t met the right
man yet.”
“ You haven' t " exclaimed the king.” There must be someone
in our neck of the woods’. What about those three fine young
princes you' ve been dating They would all like to marry you.
Choose one of them put down roots® and live happily ever after.”
“ Those guys ” exclaimed Wilma.“ I know I’ ve dated them a
few times but I really think I' m barking up the wrong tree*.”
“ Whatever do you mean ” asked the queen.” Oh they’ re all
such woodenheads " said Wilma.“ All they can talk about is fast
cars and movies. | want to marry someone with some brains.”

Whatever for ” asked the queen.” 1 didn’ t and look — I' ve been
6



quite happy for over 25 years ™ Maybe I shouldn’ t marry a prince.
Princes are boring. Maybe I should marry a common person. That
would be interesting and exciting.”

“ Don’ t you dare " cried the queen.” You don’ t know what
you' re saying You' re just a babe in the woods® when it comes to
men.”

“ Hush Dear " said the king to his wife. We must help her

understand that she’ 1l be up a tree® if she marries a commoner.”
Then to his daughter he said “ Listen Wilma. The common people
are poor. If you married one you would be poor too. You would
have to work hard just like they do to live. Money doesn’ t grow
on tree’ you know.”
“ 1 don' t mind father ” said Wilma.“ Oh please help me
find a man with a good mind.” The king and queen whispered to-
gether for some time. Then they turned to Wilma.® We' ve decided
to go out on a limb® dear " said the queen.“ We want you to be
happy. We will help you meet someone who' s intelligent even if
he’ s not a prince.”

“ Oh wonderful " exclaimed Wilma.“ How will we find him
“ T ve an idea ” said the king.“ We will publish a riddle throughout
the kingdom. If any young man is smart enough to solve the riddle
then we will invite him to the palace for dinner. The rest is up to
you.”
“ Thank you father ” cried Wilma.® This will be as easy as

falling off a log”.™ Don’ t be so sure ” warned the queen. We are
not out of the woods yet.” A week later every young man in the
kingdom was trying to solve the royal riddle. It went like this “ Al-
though I' m hard-hearted I' m helpful to man. I don’ t live in sea

sky or sand. I drink with my feet. And I don’ t ever sleep for if I

7



