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. Raw Material School Students

As every school student knows the important raw materials of
industry are coal oil and iron. But as every businessman knows
the most important raw material of all is the school student who as a
trained college graduate will run the U.S. industry of the future.
Today U. S. industry is faced with® a tight shrinkage® of such
manpower it needs not only more but better trained college
graduates.

To help get them many a businessman believes that
corporations must provide much of the cash needed by college to
expand their facilities and improve their teaching and work more
closely with colleges on business needs. As Robert R.Young pointed
out at a White Sulphur Springs conference of businessmen and
educators industry and education have a clear mutuality of interest.

Businessmen and educators have not always recognized this.
While there are a few businessmen who still regard college professors
as fuzzy-minded and likely to be radical and a few educators who still
look on businessmen as mere money-grabbers the mutual distrust
has generally disappeared in the mutual need. The rapidly expanding
U.S. economy has made college graduates more important than
ever to industry. In turn universities must depend increasingly on
corporations for contributions since high taxes have all but® cut off
the flow of the big individual contributions that built the private

school.
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. Professor Smith My Favourite Teacher

Perhaps the most unforgettable®

person | have ever met is
Prof. Smith who taught us philosophy at university. Although I last
met him eight years ago 1 still remember his special qualities most
distinctively . First of all I was impressed by his devotion to teaching.
Because his lectures were always well-prepared and clearly delivered

students swarmed into his classroom. His followers appreciated the
fact that he believed in what he taught and that he was intellectually
stimulating. Furthermore he could be counted on to explain his
ideas in an imaginative way introducing such aids to understanding
as paintings recordings pieces of sculpture and guest lecturers.
Once he even sang a song in class to illustrate a point. Second I

admired the fact that he would meet with students outside of the
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classroom or talk to them on the telephone. Sometimes he would
challenge a student to a game of chess. At other times he would
join groups to discuss subjects ranging from astronomy to pop music.
Finally | was attracted by his lively wit. He believed that no class
hour is a success unless the students and the professor share several
chuckles®and at least one loud laugh. Through his sense of humor
he made learning more enjoyable and more lasting. If it is true that
life makes a wise man smile and a foolish man cry then Prof. Smith

is truly a wise man.
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. Adult Education in the U.S.

Millions of people are enrolled® in evening adult education
programs across America. Community colleges® have become
popular and their enrollments have increased rapidly. Larger
universities are offering more courses in the evening for adult
students. In this way the demand for more education is being met.
One reason for this is that many older people are changing their
professions. They are looking for different careers® . Another reason
is that repair costs have increased. Adults are taking courses like
plumbing® and electric repair. This way they hope that the high
costs for repairs can be avoided. New and advanced technology is the
most important for the rise in adult education. Engineers and
teachers and businessmen are taking adult education classes. They
have found that more education is needed to do their jobs well.

Various courses are offered. Many adult students take computers
and business courses. Foreign languages  accounting and
communication courses are also popular. Some adult students attend
classes to earn degrees others take courses for the knowledge and
skills that they can receive. The lives of many people have been

enriched because of adult education.
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. Learning Languages is Easy—or is it

Have you ever noticed advertisements which say learn a

foreign language in  weeks or your money back From the first day

your pronunciation will be excellent. Just send...” and so on Of
course it never happens quite like that. The only language that is
easy to learn is the mother tongue. And think how much practice
that gets Before the Second World War people usually learnt a
foreign language in order to read the literature of the country. Now
speaking the foreign language is what most people want. Every year
many millions of people start learning one. How do they do it
Some people try at home with books and records or tapes
some use radio television programmes or computer language
learning softwares” others go to evening classes. If they use the
language only or times a week learning it will take a long time
like language learning at school. A few people try to learn a language
fast by studying for or more hours a day. It is clearly easier to learn
the language in the country where it is spoken. However most
people cannot afford® this and for many it is not necessary. They

need the language in order to do their work better. For example
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scientists and doctors chiefly need to be able to read books and
reports in the foreign language. Whether the language is learnt
quickly or slowly it is hard work. Machines and good books will
help but they cannot do the student’ s work for him.
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. Early Efforts at Writing

All through my boyhood and youth 1 was known as an idler
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