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Tar FirsT Sxow

The first snow came. How beautiful it was falling so

silently all day long all night long on the mountains on
the meadows on the roofs of the living on the graves of
the dead © All white® save® the river that marked its
course® by a winding black line across the landscape and
the leafless trees that against the leaden sky® now re-
vealed more fully the wonderful beauty and intricacies® of
their branches. What silence too came with the snow
and what seclusion Every sound was muffled® every
noise changed to something soft and musical. No more
tramping hoofs no more rattling wheels Only the chim-
ing of sleigh-bells beating as swift and merrily as the

hearts of children®.

From Kavanagh
by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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the living the dead
the
All white = All was white
save
marked its course
against the leaden sky
intricacies
was muffled
beating ... as the hearts of children = beating ... as
the hearts of children beat beat *
" beating
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Tae Homming-BIrD

@f all animated beings this is the most elegant in form

and the most brilliant in colors. The stones and metals pol-
ished by our arts are not comparable to? this jewel of Na-
ture®. She® has placed it least in size of® the order of
birds® “ maxime miranda in minimis.”® Her masterpiece
is this little humming-bird and upon it she has heaped all
the gifts® which the other birds may only share. Light-
ness rapidity nimbleness grace and rich apparel® all
belong to this little favorite. The emerald® the ruby®
and the topaz® gleam upon its dress®. It never soils them
with the dust of earth and in its aerial life scarcely touch-
es the turf an instant. Always in the air flying from flow-
er to flower it has their freshness as well as their bright-

ness. It lives upon their nectar and dwells only in the cli-
8 .



mates where they perennially bloom.

From Natural History
by George Louis Leclerc Buffon
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Pinkgs

The pine placed nearly always among scenes disordered and

desolate brings into them all possible elements of order and
precision. Lowland trees may lean to this side and that

though it is but a meadow breeze that bends them or a bank
of cowslipsCD from which their trunks lean aslope®. But let
storm and avalanche do their worst® and let the pine find on-
ly a ledge of vertical precipice to cling to it will nevertheless
grow straight. Thrust a rod from its last shoot down the stem

it shall point to the center of the earth as long as the tree
lives.® It may be well also for lowland branches to reach hith-
er and thither® for what they need and to take all kinds of ir-
regular shape and extension. But the pine is trained to need
nothing and endure everything. It is resolvedly whole self-
contained desiring nothing but rightness content with re-
stricted completion. Tall or short it will be straight.

From Modern Painters
by John Ruskin
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a bank of cowslips a
meadow breeze

from which their trunks lean aslope

let ... do their worst

Thrust a rod ... as long as the tree lives

it shall point to ... shall

“ ”

reach hither and thither hither and
thither = here and there
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