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Home and Family

A great many people when they speak of

home tend to associate it with a certain atmos-

phere certain physical surroundings and cer- |

tain emotional attitudes within themselves. This

sentimentality toward home is something that |

has come down to us from the past. Many |

modern people do not have it and I think it is

a good thing that they do not.

In the old days life was difficult. Enemies
could attack you and kill or rob you and you
had little protection against them. People did
not live in well-built houses where doors could

be locked. They did not have the protection of |-
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an organized police force or telephones which |

could summon the police instantly. How did |

this influence the way people felt about home

Small family groups clung tightly together for |
protection against beasts and against other men. |
Only the bravest went beyond the small family ;
area. Even in the Middle Ages only the most :
daring went to lands beyond the sea. The hu- :
man pursuit of security conditioned men to love !
their homes. I am sure that this feeling must |

have been very strong among the early settlers

of the United States who were obliged by fam- |

ine and oppression to take the plunge and go ;

to the new land where they knew no one and |

where they were subject to Indian attack. We

can see this even today in the attitudes of mi- !

nority groups who because of a feeling of inse-



curity still preserve cohesive family ties.

Today thanks to modern transportation and well-organized
societies thousands of people willingly and eagerly leave the sur-
roundings where they were born and the more often they do so
the less sentiment they are likely to have for those surroundings. I
lived in England for three years and I noticed that boys and girls
left their parents’ homes and lived in dwellings of their own. There
they could just telephone and ask an agency to provide them with a
house or an apartment which was their home. How has the
meaning of the word /home been altered by such activity What
does fome mean to those people or to families who often move a-
bout living in first one hotel and then another I believe that for
them home means a place where they can have privacy.

This idea of /ome as being a place of privacy is emerging in my
country Saudi Arabia where the young are abandoning their
parents’ homes to live their own life. As for me the atmosphere
and surroundings of the place where my parents live have no sent-
mental attachment. Home is where I can shut the door and be by
myself. At the moment it is a room in Eaton Hall. When I left my
parents several years ago I was anxious to leave. You might call it
unfeeling but that was the way I felt. On the day of my departure
for the United States my grandmother sobbed and wept. My fa-
ther however indicated that he understood how I felt. “* Son ”
he said “ I am not sorry that you are leaving us. I only hope that
you make the most of your time.”
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Jane Brown has been married for 12 years. She has three chil-
dren and lives in a suburb outside Columbus Ohio. When her
youngest child reached school age Jane decided to go back to
work. She thought that she should contribute to the household fi-
nances. Her salary could make a difference between a financial
struggle and a secure financial situation for her family. Jane also
felt bored and frustrated in her role as a homemaker and wanted to
be more involved in life outside her home. Jane was worried about
her children’s adjustment to this new situation but she arranged
for them to go to stay with a woman nearby after school each after-
noon. They seemed to be happy with the arrangement. The prob-
lem seemed to be between Jane and her husband Bill. When Jane
was at home all day she was able to clean the house go grocery
shopping wash the clothes take care of the children and cook two
or three meals each day. She was very busy of course but she
succeeded in getting everything done. Now the same things need
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to be done but Jane has only evenings and early mornings to do
them. Both Jane and Bill are tired when they arrive home at 6
p.-m. Bill is accustomed to sitting down and reading a paper or
watching TV until dinners is ready. This is exactly what Jane feels
like doing but someone has to fix dinner and Bill expects it to be
Jane. Jane is becoming very angry at Bill’s attitude. She feels that
they should share the household jobs but Bill feels that everything
should be the same as it was before Jane went back to work.
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My mother is a kind and gentle woman. She is very busy
from morning till night. As a teacher she works diligently and effi-
ciently. As Mother she takes good care of us and gives us every
comfort. I have an elder brother. He and I both love her dearly
as she loves us.

My mother has been teaching maths at a middle school in my
home town. She goes to the school early in the morning and does
not return home until late in the afternoon. She loves her students
and cares for them. She treats them with patience and teaches
them well. For her excellent qualities and very good teaching re-
sults she is always praised and respected by both her students and
colleagues alike. And she has been chosen or elected as a model
teacher several times.

My mother is a thrifty and industrious woman. She never
buys expensive or fancy dresses for herself she goes occasionally
to buy some inexpensive and high-quality clothes for us. She never
goes to luxurious restaurants to enjoy expensive meals. She merely
eats a humble meal outside when she is too busy. She lives a busy
yet simple life without any complaints. As soon as she comes
back from school she sets about doing housework sweeping the
living room and bedrooms or cleaning the furniture and putting
everything in good order. Besides she prepares nice dishes for us
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to eat. She seems to be on the go all the ime. As she has been
very busy working hard every day she looks older than she really
is. Her face is wrinkled and her hair has turned silver white. But
she looks as cheerful and happy as ever.

Often she says to us “ Work while you work and play while
you play. That is the way to be happy and gay. If you do not
work you will become lazy and of no use to society.” What a
piece of good advice this is I never forget it and always bear it in
my mind. This advice of hers will always serve as a guide to my

action. My mother is great indeed and I always feel proud of her.
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10. without any complaints
11. to be always on the go = to be always very busy

12. to bear it in mind = to keep it in mind
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Suzanne Chazin

I grew up in a small town where the elementary school was a
ten-minute walk from my house and in an age not so long ago
when children could go home for lunch and find their mothers
waiting.

At the time I did not consider this a luxury although today
it certainly would be. I took it for granted that mothers were the
sandwich-makers the finger-painting appreciators and the home-
work monitors. I never questioned that this ambitious intelligent
woman who had had a career before I was born and would even-



