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In this information age, more traditional media agencies are exploring new
U ways to catfer to consumer's personal needs. From this age, innovative
technology has been bred allowing for new ways o “read” news. In the first story,
Tom Curley, the head of AP (Associated Press) will tell you why the future of news is
online and what current news giants should do to meet new challenges. The
second story infroduces some software programs that enable you o read online
news in much the same way you browse your local magazine rack. Read the
stories and answer the following questions:
1. Why did Tom Curley say that “the future of news is online”?
2. What are the advantages of the Internet in providing news comparing to
fraditional newspapers and TV news?
3. What are the characteristics of “personalized news” according to Tom Curley?
4. What has AP already accomplished to tailor its products for its audiences?
5. What are your available sources and tools for reading news online?
6. What does RSS stand for? What are the three distinct advantages of RSS over
e-mail and web browsing?

7. Is blogging journalism? Why or why not? 5
<y Story 1

Future of News Is Online, Says AP Chief

By Robert Jablon, The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The future of news is online, and traditional media outlets must learn to
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tailor their products for consumers who demand instant, personalized information, the head of The
Associated Press said Friday."

The growth of high-speed broadband connectionsis leading to a future in which computers are
aways on “and so are the users,” Tom Curley, president and chief executive officer® of the world's
largest news organization, told the Online News Association conference in Hollywood.

The Internet is picking up the readers and viewers that newspapers and TV news shows have
been losing, Curley said. It also has changed the balance of power from news providers to
consumers, who use Web-surfing programs and video recording devices to control what they want
to know and when and where they’ll learn it.

Curley, who was the publisher of Gannett Co.’s USA Today newspaper® before becoming the
AP's top executive in 2003, offered a scenario in which a “news enthusiast” would download to
various electronic devices an array of news — sports scores, headlines, financia reports and
anaysis — from avariety of sources.

In the world of personalized news, “the content comes to you; you don’'t have to come to the
content,” Curley said. “So, get ready for everything to be ‘Googled,” ‘ deep-linked’ or ‘ Tivo-ized.”*

“You have to let the content flow where the users want to go, and attach your brand — and
maybe advertising and e-commerce — to those free-flowing ‘atoms,’” Curley said.

That already is leading to changes in how news is covered. For example, Curley said AP is
furnishing U.S. bureaus with cameras to provide video for multimedia use and is increasing
coverage of news of interest to young audiences.

News media also may need to consider nontraditional services for the Internet. Curley noted
one site in Kansas aready offers a Web cam service local college students can use to see how long
the lines are at a pizza parlor.

More media companies will have to learn how to make their Web operations profitable when
many consumers are used to getting their news for free, Curley said. The market is out there, he
said, citing a recent study that found 29 percent of Internet users — about 43 million people —
go online to get news three or more times per week.

Stephanie Busack, 22, an Ohio University journalism student who attended the conference,
said she gets most of her news online.

“1 just go to the Web sites, basically ... it’s right there, everything you need to know,” she said.
“1 don't like reading newspapers.”

Curley also touched on Internet users who disseminate news and ideas through Web logs’,
citing one recent estimate that there are 4 million “bloggers’ making 400,000 posts per day.

“That works out to roughly 16,000 posts an hour, or about as many stories as the AP sends out
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in an entire day,” he said. “It will get even tougher to be heard above the roar of the Internet crowd,
and the business bets will have to be for greater stakes.”

Still, Curley predicted current news giants will survive.

“The bloggers need a baseline of facts and professional analysis on which to base their work,” he
said. “Imagine Drudge without somebody to link to, or Wonkette® without somebody to poke fun at.”

(From Pittsburgh Post-Gazette [http://www.post-gazette.com] November 13, 2004)

@ Story 2

How to Speed-Read the Net

Ditch your browser — RSSmakes surfing for newsajoy.

By Paul Boutin

The invention of the Web browser added pictures to the Internet, but al those images till
haven't made reading online a pleasant experience. If you' re someone who uses the Web as your
main source of news, you probably have 60 bookmarks that you never use, or you open 30 browser
windows simultaneously to keep track of the articles you want to read — but you never get around
to al of them. Never mind the killjoy, even on afast connection, of waiting for some Web pages to
load. Surfing within one well-designed site isn’t so bad, but when you hop from site to site, there's
nothing that replicates the appeal of scanning your local magazine rack or that pile of magazines
splayed across your coffee table.

But there’ saway to keep track of the New York Times', the Washington Post®, Talkingpointsmemo.com,
Wonkette — most mgor newspapers and nearly dl blogs — in alightweight, speed-readable format that
lets you scan dozens, even hundreds, of fresh headlines a day without the time-wasting tedium of opening
one Web dite after another. All you need to do isto download and ingtal an RSS reader, which is no harder
than installing Netscape” s browser in 1994. You can then scroll through cleanly organized headlines and
story summaries. The result is an executive summary of what’s new on the Net today. When you see a
story you want to read, you click on it.

RSS (“Really Simple Syndication” or “Rich Site Summary,” depending on whom you ask)
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has three distinct advantages over Web browsing and e-mail, the two most popular ways to read
news online. First, no ads or graphics clutter the headlines and article summaries. True, most news
sites make you click through to the full Web page to read the whole story, but scanning an RSS
reader is still more efficient than looking at, say, the front page of the New York Times online. And
bloggers, who don’t depend on ads for survival, usualy stuff their entire postsinto RSS.

Second, an RSS reader automatically updates itself with the latest items from the sites you tell
it to watch, so it's aways fresh. You don’'t have to hop from site to site, or constantly click
“refresh,” to know what’s been published by the sites you frequent most. Lastly, you can include
customized RSS “feeds” that cull material from multiple news sources into a single data stream. For
example, John Kerry's staff provides an RSS feed on his blog to funnel the latest coverage and
endorsements to RSS-using supporters.

How do you get started? The first step is to install an RSS reader (also known, somewhat
clumsily, as an “RSS aggregator”). For PC users, my techie friends and the editors at PC World™
recommend SharpReader. It's free, although the developer welcomes donations from happy users.
If you get error messages when you try to start it (such as, “The application failed to initiaize
properly” or, “The dynamic library mscoree.dll could not be found”), go to the Windows Update
site. There, find and install the Microsoft.Net Framework. Reboot, and you should be able to launch
SharpReader. (I'm on aMac™, so | use Shrook.)

Once you've installed a reader, go back to your browser and open your favorite site. Most sites
have alink that says “RSS’ or an orange button that says “XML.” Some sites have multiple links,
one for each section of the publication. Cut and paste these URL s into your reader to read the sitein
RSS. Sorry, there’'s no one-click or “click here” method for this yet. After a few seconds, alist of
headlines should appear. Click on SharpReader’s “Subscribe” button if you want to add the feed to
your reading list.

There is a neat shortcut that often works in lieu of the above mouse dance. Just type the site’s
main URL into SharpReader’s URL window (e.g. “www.wonkette.com”). SharpReader will go to
the site and look for an RSS feed for you. If it finds one, it will automatically load it. | find thistrick
usually works with blogs but not with newspaper sites.

One nuisance is that some sites, including the New York Times, don't list their feeds on their
home pages, even though the Times provides feeds for nearly 20 sections. Even more confusing,
some newspapers’ feeds are only available through a third-party site such as Newsl sFree, which can
prove impossible to search. To find those feeds, use the Syndic8 search engine (The search box is
hard to find; it's halfway down the site’'s home page, on the left). If your favorite site doesn’t have
an RSS feed, odds are it will soon: Sate launched its feed today, and Amazon® just added RSS
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feedsto let shoppers speed-browse its inventory.

Most RSS program have a preference option that lets you tell the program how often to check
sites for updates. Once you’ ve subscribed to a feed, SharpReader will update it every hour. You can
fiddle with the preference menu to speed that up to aslittle as 15 minutes.

For advanced info junkies, there are more extreme ways to dose yourself. Feedster searches the
content of thousands of RSS feeds and returns the newest posts first. 1t's sort of the Google News for
RSS, but you can find stuff posted an hour ago that won’t show up on Google for days. NewsGator is
aprogram that works with Microsoft Outlook so you can sync incoming news and blogsto your PDA.

No need to begin by going off the deep end, though. Start with SharpReader, cut and paste the
RSS links from five or ten of your favorite sites, and you'll instantly be rewarded with faster, less
frustrating Net reading.

(From Sate March 4, 2004 )

A

B otes

1. the Associated Press (http://www.ap.org): faifRk AP, ZERcHE, SRRSEE P h B A . MEH
N L P ALY ST 0 | o=y N B R e

2. chief executive officer: head manager of a company or large organization, fj#x CEO, 447 k&
#, HIEHATE, cf. COO, CFO, CTO, ClO, CGO.

3. Gannet Co. and USA Today: H il 2y @ Chttp://www.gannet.com) &35 [ ] & A L 527
SRR A T 2 —, BRI R MEAL, BIEA 54 443 TR, dE 97 K H AR
H1100 Z MMk, USA Today Chttp://www.usatoday.com) s&i% /@l N R4tz —, W
4 3[R ME— HURAT B R4 R R

4. Google Chttp://www.google.com) J& J5 4/ (World Wide Web) i K% 5145,
deep link: n. ahyperlink either on aWeb page or in the results of a search engine query to a page
on aWeb site other than the site’'s home page. 74254 .

TiVo (http://www.tivo.com): atrademark for atype of digital video recorder that automatically
records selected television programs each time they are broadcast and stores them on a hard disk.
TiVo /&K E —FK A= R AR AL T %ML (Digital Video Recorder, fiiFk DVR) A,

5. Web log: frequently updated personal journal chronicling links at a website, intended for public
viewing, f&#K blog, HP# 2R (oM EH G, & NBEAERRERD.

6. Drudge Chttp://www.drudge.com) F1 Wonkette Chttp://www.wonkette.com/) 7P >3 44 118
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VFF) IS 128 2 DA

7. The New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com): ZLZIHR ), % “The Times”, il FT 1851
F, 5 The Washington Post #11 The Los Angeles Times J{-#k A 35 [ = kg FL i ) (4R 4%
HoR B R “TIE—DIE A B8 . CAll the News That's Fit to Print) .

8. The Washington Post (http://www.washingtonpost.com): (iR, 67T 1877 4, 2
LW AR . RAT R RIIRAC. (IR 75 20 et 70 SAR0E L 18 22
KT TS RAAE JE e b S AT 44 75 KR

9. Netscape: I 5tilfifi A7 (Netscape Communications Corporation) HIfaiFk, 5T 1994 4EJT
R Y T S A 2 — Netscape Navigator, Joisk i T##K A # Windows F 4t H il SR
Internet Explorer 4 2 X S Ak A i 52475, Wi A R SR N,

10. PC World (http://www.pcworld.com): FufisitH 7ty HTI, @5 Eae w2 it S0
ok, A AREEEAR AT P28 EAEPEI (Top 100 product review) & 4% —t =
%% (World ClassAward) BEA1F & 1T 77 il 5T & (R XUm e o

11. Mac: F&IEHEHL (Macintosh) FIfRTFR. B0 A 7 AR = A A TSI —AN i,
BT 1984 45 1 H 24 HAE i BRAT . 224351 YOk B H - St (GUI, Graphical User
Interface) |V N 24N ATHE L .

12. Slate (http://late.msn.com): Slate & HEBAEIR L. LTARAEFR L 7K « &0iF] (Michael
Kinsey) T~ 1996 1143 BT A 7] B B SO0 B G700 — K 28 53, G R BUE
VRIS BRSO AE AT 44 . B TR SR A F R DL ANE, 2005 4F Slate
M (ARSI O

13. Amazon (http://www.amazon.com): V. b & & P AT BB RIS A FIZ —, B
75 AR R (%) PR P T

Words and Expressions

JYdddddddddddddddddsddddddddddtddddadytdddddddsddddddgdaddgdadeaaelele
cam abbr, camera 4&1% &

cull v. to choose, select; sift, separate £IR; 4ik

ditch V. (3.) to get rid of; to discard &4%; ¥

e-commerce n. electronic commerce #.-F 7 4

feed n. a general term for the electronic distribution of text, audio or video.

It may refer to a syndicated radio or TV program that is transmitted on
aregular basis, or to atext and graphics feed that is available on a Web
siteor blog (®&.-F A, FHIMET ) 12 &R
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go off the deep end
inventory

junkie

killjoy

outlet

parlor

PDA

reboot

scenario

surfing

sync

tailor

techie

to poke fun at
URL
XML

to behave hysterically or very recklessly &84T

n. a detailed, itemized list, report, or record of things in one's
possession, especialy a periodic survey of al goods and materials in
stock ®ew B &; A A4

n. (d.) one who is addicted to or craves something; fan i¥; &2 -F

n. one who ruins the fun or enjoyment of others by being pessimistic or
gloomy AAda3EeA (F);, BRFWE

n. an agency, distributor or market for goods or services( 444 7 ot 3k
Z49) 0. HERRTYH

n. aroom equipped and furnished for a special function or business ‘]
J5

abbr. Persona Digital Assistant; small portable computer which
providestools for everyday officetasks MNAZF8h32, £ Lo/

v. to turn a computer off and then on again; restart the operating system
GHEM) ZHAM; B

n. an outline or a model of an expected or a supposed sequence of
events X#; F%E; A%

n. act of “surfing the Internet”, act of navigating from site to site on the
Internet ™ _E ik

V. to synchronize F] ¥

v. create or adapt for a particular need or desire & % &%, 74|

n. (sl.) onewho is an expert in electronics; technician # A+ %; £&
TR @ AEATHA

to ridicule in a mischievous manner; tease %% ; Wkl

abbr. Uniform Resource Locator 4t — /& £ AL45; P R Huik

abbr. Extensible Markup Language =T 4 & 4715 &



