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Unit One

Text
Leam the English Language

Over the past half century, the English language has become the nearest thing to an international
language for the world . Now it is estimated that about 400 million people speak English as their firg
language, and about the same number of people speak it as their second language . It s the language of
aviation because pilats are trained in English 0 they can underdand flight controllers at international
airports across theworld . It s the language of sport because many international rules and commentaries
are written and given in English . It is the language of science and technology, because mos scientific
and technical books and periadicals are written in English . 75% of the world’ s mail is written in En-
glish .60% of the world’ s radio stations broadcast in English . It' s the official language of 48 coun-
tries . In fact, nowadays, if you are thinking of expanding your bus ness outside your own country, you
had better conduct that business in English .

Since English is so important, every year many millions of people gart to learn English . And then
Is English easy to learn ?The answer is that no language is easy to learn except one’ s mother tongue .
Jus think hov much practice that gets ! If you want to magter English, you should study hard and prac-
tice nore . Practice needs great effort and takes much time . Good teachers, books and machines will
help, but they cannot do the student' s work for you .

New Words
century ["senf uri] n. : mail [meil] n.
international [int'n nl] adj . ; broadcast [’ br :dka:st] v .
estimate [’ estimeit] v . ; official [ 'f{ 1] adj .
aviation [ eivi'el n] n. ; nowadays [' nau deiz] ajv .
pilot [' pail t] n. expand [iksp nd] v. ( )
flight [flait] n. conduct [' k nd kt] n.
controller [k dtr ul ] n. ; ; [k nd kt] vt.
rule [ru:l] , , : , practice [ pr ktis] n .
commentary [k mnt ri] n. X : tongue [t ] n.
scientific [ sa N tifik] adj . master ['nmo:g ] vt.



periodical [pi ri dik I] n. ; effort ['ef t] n.
percent (per sent) [p 'snt] n .

Phrases and Expressions

in fact think of , :
had better (+v .)

Notes

1 . Now it is edimated that aout 400 million people speak English as their firg language .

4

it is edimated that it : : that
IS estimated 3 45 6

fird language native language or mother tongue

2 . It s the language of aviation because pilots are trained in English so they can undergand flight
controllers at international airports across the world . :

, ( )
It : English, because , D
3. and aout the same number of people speak it as their second language

it , English it English

Exercises to the Text

. Answer the following questions according to the text:
1 . Do you think English has become the international language of the world in the lagt 50 years ?
. How many people spesk English as their first language ?
. Howv many people spesk English as their second language according to the text ?
. What language is used at international airports ?
. Are al intemational rules and commentaries of sport written and given in English ?
. Do yaou think there are many countries in the world where English is the official language ?1f
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there are , how many ?
7 . Can you say where the English language is used ?
8 . Do yau think English is important ?
9 . Is English easy to learn ?
10 . How can we learn English well ?
2



. Translate the following phrases:

aa b~ W N -

6 . an international language
7 . radio stations

8 . take much time

9 . expand on€e' s business

10 . science and technology

. Replace the italicized parts in the following sentences with words or phrases from the text:

1. Lei Feng s spirit has spread all over the country .

0 N o 0o~ WD

. Fill
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10 .

. Obvioudy, the 21st century will be the

. We invited around fifteen people to the party .

. The man who flies a plane was back home from Paris last Saturday .

. BEvery year there are millions of people in the world that begin to learn English .

. English is the formal language in the world .

. It is difficult to learn a foreign language .

. In the lag 100 years, the whole world has changed a lot .

. Good teachers, books and machines can help you with your English but they can’ t replace

your work .
in the following blanks with the words or phrases in the table below:

think of edimate in English in fact broadcast
nowadays century had better how much master

of information, development and challenges .

. If you a difficult situation, you succeed in controlling it .

, | don’ t know him .
.You______ doithby yoursef .
.I'm going to town this afterncon .

that the cost will amount to a little over ten thousand dollars .

. Now | can write term paper ( )

, science and technology develops very fas .
. Do you know the name of the interesting TV shov _______ lag evening ?

_____ practice do you have on the piano ?

. Complete the following sentences:

1.
2.
3.
4

Through man-meade satellite, we can ( ) .
| can’ t ( ) a the moment .

It is estimated that ( 4 ) .

Water covers____ (70% ) .



5. ( ) that she soon began to work for a translation comparny .
. Put the following into English:
1.

a b~ W N

Reading Comprehension

We are learing English, not about English . A student can know all about English . And he may
not be able to spesk English .

The people who only learn about English take English as a subject . This is a mistake . Geography
Is not a skill while English is .

You learn to smim by getting into water and svimming . You learn football by kicking a ball . We
learn to speak English by speaking English . Let us do more speaking if we want to learn English well .

So you see there is a difference betweerf’ learning English and learning about English ” Now we
want to learn English and we believe the best way to learn to speak Englisn is spesking

Which is the best choice according to the passage ?

1 . We can know all about English but we may not be able to speak English because ___ .

. §peaking English is different from learning about English
. Englisn is difficult for us to speak
. English is different from Chinese

OO0 W >

. English is a foreign language
2 . It is a mist&ke to
A . learn about English B . have English as a subject
C . speak English al the time D . think poalitics is not a skill
3 . Like learning to smm by getting into water and svimming, learning English means

A . learning all the words through the ear
B . hearing people spek it

C . studying the dictionary

D . spesking English

4 . If we want to improve our English, is the best way .

A . to study English grammar

B . to force ourselves to spesk English all the time

C . to memorize many, many words and their meanings
4



D . to write English every day

5 . Which is not right ?

A . English is more than a subject .

B . A good memory is agreat help when we are learning English .

C . It' sunnecessary to learn words and their meanings by heart .

D . It simportant to memorize rules from a grammar book .

Phonetics

1.
1)
[i:] [ =] [u:] [:] [a]
1 [l Qul [ Tflel 1101
[ei] [a] [ 1] [u] [au] [i] [ ] [u]
2 (1)
(2)
2)
[p] [t] [k] [f] [s] B] [] [t] [ts] [tr] [h]
[bl [d] [g] [v]l [z2] [ ]1 [ 1 [d] [dz] [dr]
[m] [n] [ ] (1] [r] [w] [j]
- (1)
(2)
2 .
[e] make face wave [ ] above China
2 [ ] fa a and [1] language comrade
[1:] we me be [ ] student open
° [e] yet pen yes [1] before boxes




_ [a] life my time [1] study family
Lyl . .
[i] in it this
[ u] g no those [ ] second common
0
[ ] stop not from second common
[ju:] use tube produce [ ] product difficult
u
[ ] must but study
1) : we, o, radio
2) (r ) + e
. type, use, meke
. 1 + (r )H
: and, s=t, six, run
3! +r
a [a:] part dar hardly grammar
e [ ] person her term power over
ir first girl third [ ] circuity
ur turn nurse hurt murmur
or [ 1] for short according doctor  motor
Grammar

(Parts of Speech):




noun
pronoun
adjective
adverb
verb
numeral
aticle
preposition

© 00 N O O~ W DN P

conjunction

=
o

interjection
(Noun) :

n. pilot, aviation, language
pron . it, they, you

a.o ad . international, official, half
ad .o alv . hard, just

V. edimate, study, want

num . one, two, three

at . the , an

prep . of, in, over

conj . and, but, or

int . oh, aas

. Students, water, peace

China, George, the United Nations .
1.

: . book—books, student—students, country—countries

. technology, air, water
2. :

S

-S,

the president’ s dffice

(@pastrophe ); :

professor Wang s friends

Do you know where is the teachers reading-room ?

| have been to the Working Peopl€ s Palace of Culture three times .

of :

This clearly shows the advantage of automation .
They have the support of the people of the whole warld .

Who knows the title of the song
3.

?



(Article) :

a a, a , an
:a book an animal

a machine an opportunity

a plane an amplane

a school an exanple

the, [ 1 [ ]

the book the animal the plane the airplane

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(Use of Articles)

o : “ong”  “ every
Rome was not built in aday . [ ]
She picked up a magazine and began to read .
We have four English lessons a week . 4
The automobile factory turns out 50 cars an hour . 50

Even a child can answer this question .
A plare is a machine that can fly .

A boy is waiting for you .
There is a book on the table .

alot of, acouple of, afew, alitle, a handful of, in aword

The book on the table is an English grammar .
Yesterday | bought a book . The book is very interesting .

the sun, the moon, the eath, the sky, the universe
the People’ s Republic of China the Ministry of Education
the United States the United Nations the Alps

the Changjiang River the Tawan Straits

The conputer can work very quickly and accurately .



