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ILLesson One

Text What Is Language
Word Study hardly
respond to face to face as a result
free from distinguish ... from not yet

according to at least

Phonetics
Grammar be
Reading Material Everybody’s Second Language

TEXT

WHAT IS LANGUAGE

Whatever else people may do when they come together—whether they play go shop-
ping see a doctor or make automobiles—they talk.! We live in a world of words.? We talk
to our friends our brothers and sisters our fathers and mothers we talk to total
strangers. We talk face to face and over the telephone. And everyone responds to us with
more talk. Television and radio further swell the torrent of words.* As a result hardly a mo-
ment of our waking lives is free from words. We talk even when there is no one to answer.
We sometimes talk to ourselves. And we are the only animals that do this—that talk.*

S

The possession of language more than any other nature’  distinguishes humans from

other animals. To understand our humanity one must understand the language that makes us
human®. They say that it is language which is the source of human life and power’. To
some people of Africa a newborn child is a° thing” not yet & person”. Only by the act of
learning language does the child become a human being.® Thus according to this tradition

we all becomé' human” because we all know at least one language.

NEW WORDS

language 'leengwidsz n.



whatever hwot'evo pron .

else els a. ad .

play plei n. v.

shop Jop n. i

doctor 'dokto n.

automobile 'ortemoubi:l jotomsa'bi:l n.

total "toutl n. a.

stranger 'streindzo n.

face feis n. v.

telephone 'telifaun n. v.

respond ris'pond v. vi. to

further 'fo:00 ad . a.

swell swel swelled swollen 'swoulan
v.

torrent 'toront n.

hardly "hadli ad .

wake weik waked  woke wouk waked

ot . vl .

ourselves aua'selvz pron .

animal 'geniml n.

possession pa'zefon n.

distinguish dis'tingwif v. from

human 'hjumen 7. = ~ being a.

humanity 'hju : meeniti n.

source SIS n.

newborn 'njuzborn a.

person 'paisn n.

being 'bizip n.

according o'koudin ad . to

tradition tro'difon n.

least lizst a. ad .
Africa 'aefriko n.

PHRASES AND EXPRESSIONS

whether ... or ...
face to face
as a result

—_ 2 —

swelled

woken

'woukn



free from

more than
distinguish ... from
not yet

according to

at least

NOTES

1. Whatever else people may do ... they talk.

whatever whether ... or

go shopping
go walking go swimming
She went out shopping with her mother.
2. We live in a world of words.
words “ »o ?
May I have a few words with you

Don't say a word about it.

(O8]

. Television and radio further swell the torrent of words.
4. And we are the only animals that do this—that talk.
that talk that do this animals that talk
that do this

5. ... more than any other nature
6. To understand our humanity ... makes us human
one .. »
“ ? makes us human makes : " human
us
7. ... it is language ... and power.
Itis was + + that who +

We read English every morning.



It is we who read English every morning.
It is English that we read every morning.
It is every morning that we read English.

that which
8. Only by the act ... a human being.

only + does ...

come does the child

Only through practice can we learn English well.

WORD STUDY

hardly ad .
I hardly think so.

I can hardly understand what he says.
respond to
1
Try this question and see how the students respond to it.

He responded to my hope with a smile

face to face
Let’s talk it over face to face.

He had a face-to-face talk with one of his old friends.

as a result

As a result we had to wait another hour.

free from

Tomorrow will be a day firee from wind

Boys and girls should be free from homework on Sundays.

distinguish ... from
J— 4 J—

be-



