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Unit 1

Text A

I raqg Damages More Severe
Than Reported, Pentagon Says

By Steven Lee Myers

WASHINGTON, Jan .8 — Almost three weeks after the
bombing stopped, the Pentagon’'s senior commanders said today
that the American and British raids on Iraq had caused more
damage than initialy reported .

T he chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff', Gen .Henry H .
Shelton, and the commander of American forces in the Persian
Gulf, Gen . Anthony C . Zinni, described President Saddam Hus-
sein as isolated and desperate, and less able to build missiles .

The generads said they based their assessments on intelli-
gence information beyond aerial or satellite photographs of the
damage done in four nights of air and missile strikes . But they
offered little detail and even less evidence to support their con-
clusions, which, they conceded, were based on incomplete and,
In some cases, unverifiable reports .

General Shelton, senior military adviser to President Clinton
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and Defense Secretary William S . Cohen, said for the first time
today that the raids had killed® several key individuals” in the
Irag hierarchy . He declined to elaborate .

He al so said unconfirmed intelligence reports suggested that
the raids had killed 600 to 1, 600 members of the Republican
Guard, troops that Mr . Hussein uses for internal control . Al-
though the guard has 30,000 troops, General Shelton said, the
casualties would undercut Mr . Hussein .

“ He lost alot,” General Shelton said at a meeting with re-
porters here .

In separate briefings, the generals cited reports of summer
executions in lrag as signs that Mr . Hussein's control had been
shaken .

The updated and upbeat assessments were issued in the
wake of Irag's renewed defiance of the United Nations and the A-
merican and British enforcement of no-flight zones over much of
Iraq territory .

Four times in two weeks Iragi warplanes or antiaircraft have
challenged American or British planes, proving that four nights
of strikes had not stopped Mr . Hussein from being an irritant, at
least, to the Clinton Administration .

The President ' s national security adviser, Samue R.
Berger, said in an interview today that Mr . Hussein was flai-
ling, having counted on but not receiving support from the Arab
world . He cited Mr . Hussein's attacks on Arab leaders in a
speech on Tuesday and the equaly pointed reaction from those
leaders, including President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt .

The military purpose of the strike was not to bring down
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his Government,” Mr . Berger said© But | think it has weakened
it, politically as well as militarily ”

At the Pentagon, General Zinni said new information
showed that the attacks had caused far more severe damage than
first thought . He and othersinitially estimated that Irags missile
development had been set back one year . Today he said that it
might be two years .

Pointing to sketchy new reports on damage in the buildings
struck, hesaid that unique pieces of equipment” used in making
missiles like metal presses and test stands had been destroyed .
Irag, Genera Zinni added, may not have been able to protect as
much equipment as he and other commanders had expected .

“ As welook deeper and we have more detail reports on our
intelligence and other means that verify this, we're seeing that
the effectiveness was even greater than we first thought,” Gen-
eral Zinni said .

The two generals aso cited unconfirmed reports that sug-
gested dissent inside Iraq, if not rebellion . T hat suggested, they
said, an erosion of Mr . Hussein's control . They said Mr . Hus-
sein had reportedly ordered the executions of army officers and
civilians in the south, where Shiite Muslims have long chafed
under Mr . Hussein's power .

“ Weve seen a number of unusual things internally that |
think clearly demonstrate that he was shaken and the regime was
shaken,” Genera Zinni said ! We have seen executions in the
south . One division, in particular, lost its commander and sever-
a others”

Despite those signs there have been no reports of significant
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dissent since the bombing . Nor have there been uprisings on the
level of those after Mr . Hussein's rout in the gulf war . Back then
Mr . Hussein, though reeling, crushed rebellions by Kurds in
the north and Shiites in the south . The U nited States and its al-
lies created the no-flight zones afterward to help protect the eth-
nic populations in those regions .

“ It would be wrong to assume the house of cardsis about to
crumble,” an intelligence official sad today .

The United States aso increased its gulf forces for the first
time since the raids . General Zinni announced that eight addi-
tionad F - 16 fighters would go to the region . The jets, along
with four aeria tankers, will join 182 jets there, mostly in Saudi
Arabia and Kuwait and on the carrier Car Vinson . Britain an-
nounced that the carrier Invincible would saill on Saturday for the

gulf .

WORDS

=

.rad [red] v.
make a sudden surprise attack

2 .initidly [i ni li] adj .

at the beginning; at first , ,
3 . unverifiable [ nverifai bl]adj .

that can not be verifies ;
4 . hierarchy [ ha r ki] n.
system with grades of authority or status from the lowest

5.elaborate[il br t] adj.
4 .



very detailled and complicated; carefully prepared and fin-
ished ;
6 .undercut [ nd k t] v.
weaken; cripple ;
7 . execution [eks kju n] n.
performance of apiece of work, plan, design, duty, etc.
8 . defiance [di fai ns] n.
refusal to give way to authority or opposition ;
9 .irritant [ irit nt] n.
thing that annoys
10 . flail [fleil] v.
wave or swing about wildly ;
11 .erosion [ir u n] n.
process of being destroyed ; ;
12 .chafe [t ef] (af under ) v.
become irritated or i mpatient
13 .reel [ril] v.
(of the mind or head) be or become dizzy or confused; be
in a whirl : X
14 .crumble [ kr mbl] v.
gradually deteriorate or come to an end ;

NOTES

1 . the Joint Chiefs of Staff
It is a military advisory group to the president of the United States and
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the secretary of defense. The Joint Chigs include the Army and Air
Force chiefs of staff, and the Navy’s chief of naval operations, and the
commandant of the Marine Corps.

2 . Shiite Muslims
It is the only surviving mgor sectarian movement in Islam . Today Shi-
ites are in the mgority in lran, Syria, Lebanon, India, Pakistan, and
parts of central Asia . Ther tota number exceeds 165 million . In recent
years several Shiite leaders, including the Iranian politica leader the
Avyatollah Khomeini, advocated rapprochement and solidarity with Sun-
nite Islam .

3.F-16 fighter F - 16

EXERCISES

I . Fill in the blanks with the correct word .
damage isolated concede desperate e€laborate
count on chafing reeled crumble erosion
. Three years later, their marriage began to
.Hismind _____ when he heard the bad news .
. The storm did a lot of to crops.
.l wasforcedto____ that she might be right .
. The prisoners grew more
.Sheledan ______ existence after her husband died .
. You understand the situation; | needn't further .
.Dont ____ asdary increase this year .

© 00 N O O~ W N P

. T he passengers sat at the long delay .
10 . The President was facing a very significant _______ of
public support .
Il . Answer the following questions according to what you have
6 -



read:

1 . What was initialy reported on the American and British
raids ?

2 . What were the assessments based on according to Henry
H . Shelton and Anthony C . Zinni ?

3 . Were the four nights of strikes devastating to Saddam
Hussen ?

4 . What did dissent inside Irag show according to the two
generals ?



Text B

Irag Moves to Oust U S..
and British Aid Teams

By Barbara Crossette

UNITED NATIONS, Jan .4 — Iraq took its first step today
toward expelling American and British relief workers, saying
their visas would not be renewed because their safety could not
be guaranteed in the face of public anger over air strikes last
month .

In an unsigned diplomatic note delivered to the United Na-
tion's Office that coordinates the Irag” oil for food” program
here, the lraqgis repeated their charges, so far not proved and de-
nied in Washington and London, that the American and British
attacks had targeted” schools, universities, hospitals, grain dep-
ots, means of communication and factories

“ The sense of anger that besets 22 million Iragis may find

expression in unfriendliness,” the letter said .

But United Nations officials, who say they are studying the
note, delivered by lraq’'s representative - designate, Saeed H .
Hassan, also said the Iragis have inexplicably not included all A-
mericans in their ban . Three will apparently be allowed to re-
main in Baghdad .

Four British experts working on contrast to European coun-

tries doing repair and development work for the United Nations
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may also remain .

At the same time Iragis seem to have used the decision to
expel British and American citizensin order to move 10 relief of-
ficials, including demining experts, out of Kurdish areas in the
north, where standards of living have been improving rapidly .
Among the most successful United Nations-run programs in the
Kurdish regions was a poultry industry, which supplied Baghdad
with meat and eggs . It was run by an American agriculture ex-
pert .

Under the' oil for food” program, lIraq is permitted to sell
upto 5 2 billionin ol every six months to pay for basic goods
like food and medicine . The program provides Iragi families with
monthly rations of items like milk, cooking oil and beans . Re-
cently it has also paid for the purchase of computers and repairs
energy-producing dams and generators .

At the State Department, the spokesman, James P . Rubin,
said, Any lraqi effort to selectively exclude some nationalities
from the staff of the U .N . humanitarian program would contra-
vene the U N sworldwide policy of nondiscrimination ”

Mr . Rubin noted that United Nations legal officials were
working on a response . He added that Iragis had told United Na-
tions officials that the denia of visas might b& temporary” and
that the numbers involved were very small .

In Baghdad today, the Government continued its verbal as-
saults on Arab leaders who have accused President Saddam Hus-
sein of provoding the air attacks by refusing to cooperate with
weapons inspectors, who are now all out of the country . Sharp
criticisms, particularly from President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt
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and aso from the Saudi leadership, may have unnerved Mr .
Hussein, some diplomats say .

In Cairo, Amr Moussa, the Egyptian Foreign Minister, said
there was aregrettable campaign in the lraq press’ against Mr .
Mubarak .

The Iragi leadership has appeared slightly off balance in try-
ing to build public opinion in its favor since the air strikes last
month . Because the missile and bomb attacks were so precisely
targeted, however, there seem to have been few civilian casual-
ties, relief workers and other foreigners in Baghdad say . This
has robbed the Government of the opportunity to play on world
opinion .

Iraq has focused instead on condemning continued A merican
and British patrolling of* no flight” zones in the Kurdish north
and in the southern part of the country populated by Shiite Mus-
lims who have rebelled against Baghdad in the past .

In its diplomatic note to the United Nations today, the Iragi
Government said the war‘ was still under way by virtue of the
maintenance of the no-flight zones imposed by force of arms and
without the authorization of the Security Council

WORDS

1l.visa[viz] n.
stamp or mark put on a passport by officias of a foreign
country to show that the holder may enter ( )
2 .coordinate [k u din t] v.
cause to function together efficiently ;
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