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Part | Vocabularv
) iC &

Ji b e el 1 — AR B RV R A T, R e i A B R Y A
ME B LA BAATE RS R ) SO T B, B B AR TR A
JEIALRY, TR S RSO E A BB R AR L A5 B2
B AP SRS AR R o X I A A D 3] SRR A, T T
PROMIRY B SCRR W B R SCR A LU T L.

1. BXER

Ry T A T PR — LR AR, AR A AR  LUE T
AR S, XA R CRR A K, Hh—A-W] 5 bRt
B & A “to be, namely, in other words, means, called” 4 1A
() . FAob—Fibr il e sSCETE N a, Bl

Although dogs and cats often have large families, rabbits are famous

for the size of their litters, which sometimes number more than 12

bunnies at one time.
ST MR litters — 105 11 A TE N AT B L, A BT — U 12
> bunnies(/NMgF) , AIHEFNZIHIER N “—1"

2. BHILR

28450 1) B B S AL AT SRR ANE IR, O R B A SRR
EHAT IR S UL, 28R R S LS INE R, W T, S,
FRAEI (S5 184 . for example, for instance, such as, as, like,
a case in point, take sth. for example, for one, for another 55, #i|#1.

Doctors recommend that everyone exercise every day, particularly

those who spend many hours doing sedentary activities like reading,
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typing or sewing.

. A like reading, typing or sewing (UNE4S . FTF . 484))
JEXT sedentary activities FIZSFIUEI X 4636 sh A — A IL[E] gt 2 AL &
ANy, Bhbiadl), it sedentary RN 5 “AER” AL,

3. LEREXNRELR

O 00 PR — i WL S VR 3, VR TES MR 22 JE A~ 5
2 NS — A T Lo BRI B AT A A (] S BA [
Ko HCBORD B B T e e SR w8 Y N B I, e B
PERCR . W HIRAE S W AR TR A5, 6F BRI 38 S M i AN [R) 2 4k
H W55 . but, yet, however, in contrast, despite, whereas, in
spite of, while, on the contrary, more ( less) than, (un)like,
similarly, likewise, in the same way, by comparison, although, on the
other hand, nevertheless, conversely, otherwise, as a matter of fact,
no doubt, unhappily, unfortunately, in fact, after all, anyway, even
S, i

He had always envied others who excelled in athletics and he
longed to join them in games;but he was too slow. Even though he had
been elected monitor of the class,he still longed to be a sports hero.

ST i FSCH Y but, even though, still ()%} 56 &, 7 T fi#
athletics X115 game( [L3§) \sports (1A F ) A XK, BI“KF, 23”1

=y EEI
4Eu'wm\ o

4. RRRALR

PR CR MR R, — RGN T RIS SR, —2E
B SeE e IR R PURE R LR X SeRl RS R ARG &R, Y
B e i AR 1 i B ek, W {55174 . because, thus, so, so
that, now that, since, as a result, therefore, consequently, for this
(that) reason, hence, accordingly, seeing that 5%, %1,

The memory of a bad experience can sometimes trigger the same

fear caused by that experience. Thus, a child might be frightened by
the sight of a dog even though he is safe. A bad experience can be the

cue that triggers our fears.
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SHT . AREEHE AR FERCRE S thus, X—RIRZEDH
4245 trigger SARRA i —FERY VL, L, RIEESEA 4B, —
NEFWEHENFER M EN, BT, —RORFR 2 2 trigger 2
Y cue, LT CEE MEEHBREE, — KA <5k,
fil %" (trigger) RHAT“ZER” (cue)

b. MMRFFSLER

TR A IR AT SRR A B T RE A & Z B HR LT
FER R S, BRI RN AT S URE S B S TS S5,

15— IFHN G, B0 T A9 TR) RN PN 5 A T AR

5 X AT ) = N A A TR FE R

WeAfr 5 ——XF iR o 7 LA 8, W,

i —— AT B iR () M

foiltn .

(1) A satellite is a machine which orbits the earth to relay (that
is, send) communication signals over long distances.

St R, 55 NHIE send & X relay — 37 f97 B, B “ 4%
i, B,

(2) The singer’s performance was not very good; the notes he

sang were often the wrong pitch: sometimes they were too low and

sometimes too high.

53T - i pitch J5 Y 'S S TR, 5T PR S 0 32 0n] 8 kb 70 A A R
(AT I A ) o FH g RTHED pitch 761X LA R BUR“ F M, 57
5 notes J&[a] XAl ,

(3)For their fishing and hunting the men used a kayak, a small
boat for one person.

53T : kayak Ji R PN FHOE 5 B T, R #b A B¢ kayak, Hh It AT
kayak J&— s T— > ATk A9/ M

6. BMIELR
FATB e, 22 2 R B — A AN A ) I 18T 23t B — A o B A e
VERIPERYTR (A1) saal e RO RIOZ 3 . ) (38 T D i 1) SCAR it — 284y
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FZezR, .

Experts in kinesics, in their study of body motion as related to
speech, hope to discover new methods of communication.

43 #7 :kinesics J5 1 ) in their study of body motion. . . & & [F]{
T, SRR (4 AR (A58 FH AR A BHR 01 ) | B B 35 (Kinesics) .

7. BIRER

PEEA IR B A O B2y ul g F A G AR IR, L REAS R
O TR A SCHARKAE B . fldn

The door was so low that I hit my head on the lintel.

STl B SCRUE SR P PR TR I A% 1 B Y 2 AR
“I'IHH 227 (lintel) .

FOE AR PR s A rh AT U A T ik 2 — . K
AT T B 18 AT R R AR IR, 7 RE MR M PR A3l 1 35 5

Unit 1

Testing: One, Two, Three
RreiR Y sl

Six: PEEENIXN B ILHAT AL T, P, BalRsin 75
Ao, JEHIERP/N AR U E JUEEE T, A I — P00 2 22 s RE DR E —
MR rIE , HIA TR 5 TSR T o, R
A 5E FE S DL AN A SE AR BUS s A i R e, TROAIR BLAEA T
MR RRHE , EERAENEFEMARE RS, BRSEEBEZ TN
SRR, WA 2 B 148 w8 T AR 1S S 5 R AR
R, BEARBEBRAIE O, FHIR BN

Bk MUHME, SRR DR MRk | R R AT IA SC
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It’s that time of year again, when the sweaters come off, the
annuals come out, and the students prepare. For the test, for the test
scores, for the test schedule for next year. The kids of America are
drowning in multiple-choice questions, No. 2 pencils and acronyms.
Along with the ABCs, there are the GQEs ( Graduation Qualifying
Exam), the SOLs ( Standards of Learning ), the TAKS ( Texas
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills) and of course the SAT". A group
called the National Center for Fair &Open Testing estimates that public
schools give more than 100 million standardized tests each year.

Full disclosure; in the interests of informed punditry I recently
took a practice SAT test, the first standardized test I have taken since
1969, and by the end I thought the top of my head would blow off.
Perhaps it was the reading-comp section on Keats. Perhaps it was the
fact that I believe geometry is the Devil’s work. Perhaps it was simply
that doing any task for nearly five hours challenges what Mother
Theodosia used to call the ants in my pants.

But more than anything I was enraged by the process, and by the
forced march that seems to have replaced creative thought, critical
thinking and joyful learning for so many kids. In “High Stakes,” a look
at the issue aired recently by CNN’s documentary unit, one teacher in

Florida reported third graders sobbing because they were so unhinged

@ <«

by the prospect of yet another standardized test.
tested out,” the teacher said. Third grade?!
Our education system is broken; accountability and standards will

These kids are just

fix it. ® This is the mantra of government testing programs, from local
certifications to the federal No Child Left Behind program, which might
as well be called No Child Left Untested. That last grew out of
something called the Texas Miracle, in which the use of standardized
tests in that state quickly led to marked increases in student scores in a
way that seemed too good to be true. And it was. Whistle-blowers
reported that teachers helped some kids to cheat in elementary and

middle schools, and that some ninth graders were being repeatedly held
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back so their performance wouldnt depress scores for tests administered
in 10th grade. The CNN documentary reported that Austin High School,
for instance, had 1,160 ninth graders in 2000, yet fewer than 300 were
enrolled in 10th grade the next year. Figuring that one out would make
an interesting SAT problem.

But even with testing free of that sort of fraud, the useful endpoint
of all this remains unclear. If test results were deconstructed to reveal
that phonics, say, was a weak point in a classroom, there might be
curricular value, but most of the time the tests are merely scored up or
down for the sake of the system and the press conferences. Teachers
are under so much pressure to teach to the test that they are sometimes
forced to move on hastily and concentrate on the narrow and tedious,
to skip over the interesting side issues or questions that make for
dynamic learning.

And what does this metastasizing testing, for every subject, at
every level, at every time of the year, do to kids? It has to mean that
students absorb the message that learning is a joyless succession of
hoops through which they must jump, rather than a way of
understanding and mastering the world. Every question has one right
answer; the measure of a person is a number. Being insightful, or
creative, or, heaven forfend, counterintuitive counts for nothing. This is:
(a)benighted; (b)ridiculous; (c)sad; (d)all of the above. You know the
answer.

Of course it is important to know that all students have learned to
read, that everyone can manage multiplication. But constant testing
will no more address the problems with our education system than
constantly putting an overweight person on the scale will cure obesity. @
Proponents trumpet the end to social promotion. They are less
outspoken about what comes next, about what provisions are to be
made for a student who is held back twice and then drops out of
school. The bureaucrats who have built their programs on test results

seem to have lost sight of any overarching point of education. Who
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cares if the light comes on in their eyes if the numbers are good?@

I wish more parents could find a way to protest this educational
form of child abuse. Some states are beginning to do so; Utah was
willing to face the loss of $76 million in federal education funds because
officials there decided not to follow federal testing standards. The Bush
administration insists that support for No Child Left Behind, which is
largely a massive testing program, is nevertheless widespread. Officials
point to a national survey that offered respondents this choice: which is
the bigger problem, children passing through US schools without
learning to read, or children being forced to take too many tests? Of
course any smart kid would see that there’s something wrong with that
draconian choice, and that the inquiring mind looks for answers
somewhere in the middle. The real question for the future is whether,
after this barrage of mindless and endless assessment, there will be any
inquiring minds left.

—Anna Quindlen, Newsweek, June 13, 2005

Comprehension

1. The word “unhinged” in the third paragraph probably means

A. attracted B. excited
C. disturbed D. removed
2. “Whistle-blowers” in Paragraph 4 refer to
A. people who expose a wrongdoing in the hope of bringing it to a
halt
B. people who praise themselves for their own achievement
C. devices which produce a high whistling sound when people
blow into them
D. people who produce a clear, sharp musical sound by blowing
into a whistle
3. Which of the following is closest in meaning to the word

“deconstructed” in Paragraph 57
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A. summarized B. separated C. analyzed D. used
4. The phrase “counts for nothing” in Paragraph 6 means

A. includes nothing B. is valueless

C. is invaluable D. is calculated accurately

5. The word “obesity” in Paragraph 7 means the condition of being

A. skinny B. anxious C. disappointed D. too fat

Word Study

Complete each sentence with a word or a phrase given below (in its

appropriate form if necessary).

drown insightful promotion might as well
for the sake of barrage mind
succession prospect address
1. The doctors were busy in the of a health campaign.
2. The article the problems of diseases connected with
malnutrition.
3. It’s no good waiting for the bus. We walk.
4. safety, you must keep all medicines away from children.
5. She is one of the finest political in the country.
6. He has been awarded first prize for his roses three years in
7. John was quite excited by the of owning his own car so
soon.
8. The major contribution of the book is its discussion of
the causes of present economic crisis.
9. Despite facing a of criticism, Mr. Rees pressed ahead

with plans for Theatre Clwyd.
10. When Fred lost his job and had to give up his new car, he tried to

his troubles at the nearest beer tavern.
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New Words and Expressions |

acronym n. 4 5 4 45473 forfend vt. #F, #47, ZIE
assessment n. &, FEM counterintuitive a. R & 8
standardize vt. AR EAL benighted a. &k

punditry n. F# HFx+ obesity n. JERE

comp n. HEFHAR S A4 provision n. (TR ) 35
unhinge vt. fEAF4F £ %, 12 4L bureaucrat n. FE L H
mantra n. 5% overarch v. ¥ B, f&--- P& kT
whistle-blower n. 8% # 1R

deconstruct vt. fEH), AT draconian a. T ##9, =W
metastasize vi. (&) #45 barrage n. &4 &; (Ch) M5
Notes

1. SAT: (=Scholastic Aptitude Test) =l fig 77 i) iz,
2. In “High Stakes,” a look at the issue aired recently by CNN’s
documentary unit, one teacher in Florida reported third graders sobbing
because they were so unhinged by the prospect of yet another
standardized text. 3€EALH W 2 F A EIIBR T —FE A (&)
KE) MR, XX —REFEAT TN, Hh— A0 2 Bk 1922 il
Big AR R R E SN — e IR A, FH G
STk
3. Our education system is broken; accountability and standards will
fix it. FRATHYBCE RGP0 T R, H K L R 4o i 4t 57 AT i A A
PRAEELRERRIL . AITh accountability (& U« (SEH) SR,
R 2 2 25 1A 0 BBk DR 2 e 43 23 IC A e B0 T8 A
4. But constant testing will no more address the problems with our
education system than constantly putting an overweight person on the
scale will cure obesity. X1, FHGEA W FHFEARFR— o T AE A ATT:
AR HAR T AR, A 25 N BE A e FRAT T2 A Ao b s Y
[ R,
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5. Who cares if the light comes on in their eyes if the numbers are
good? HE WS, X SAEFETAITREE HIESESE TIRSeA B &t
RN TR e 2

Key to the Comprehension Exercise :
1. C 2. A 3. C 4. B 5. D
Key to Word Study:

1. promotion 2. addresses 3. might as well

4. For the sake of 5. minds 6. succession

7. prospect 8. insightful 9. barrage 10. drown
Unit 2

Bag Habits Flimsy Shopping Carriers:
Once a Boon, Now a Blight?
E—S BN, SHRNWRS?

S AR AEFE R T IR R A IR, BRHAR BRI R , 21
SERATH FAETE A S TR Ae L T R R8I 28,
Ty bers R EARAERE BT Z W)asE e iy T2 3RS . B0k
ARV T OT A DI IRAT T E I T e AT, SR AR A i) i
W5 W FATH 2 R EA AR W KT AR R K
WSRO TGk EA D IR R A i A e E . IR AR
AR IR Y 5 R SUREF A A AR,
Bk MURMED, SRR DR Mk R SRR AT IA SC

I’'m not a bad person. I’ve adopted a dolphin from the World

Wildlife Fund and a lemur from my local zoo. I buy organic milk, free-
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range eggs and always put the recycling out on a Thursday. But take a
look in my kitchen and you'll find a dirty environmental secret. Lurking
under the sink is a strangely inexhaustible stash of plastic bags.
Twenty-eight to be precise. And I’'m not alone. Most households have
dozens stuffed away. You can even buy holders to keep them in one
place for that elusive day when you remember to reuse them.

It may not sound like the worst crime known to humankind, but
for a growing number of environmentalists the humble plastic bag has
become Public Enemy Number One. They point out that discarded bags
litter our cities, kill wildlife, block drains and hang around for
decades. Now governments from India to Ireland are joining in a
common goal—to sack the carrier bag for good.

Meanwhile, the plastic-bag industry—big surprise—maintains that
plastic bags are nowhere near the world’s worst environmental
problem. It says the reason they are being picked on is because they
are an easy and emotive target that panders to our guilt about general
environmental irresponsibility. ¥ Does it have a point?

Since they were introduced in the 1970s plastic bags have
infiltrated our lives. Globally we carry home between 500 billion and a
trillion every year—about 150 bags for every person on earth, or, to
put it another way, a million every minute and rising.

But while bags may be, in the words of the British Plastics Federation,
“a hygienic, odourless, waterproof, robust and convenient way of carrying
goods,” environmentalists argue that they are environmentally unsound in
pretty much every way. “They are a waste of resources in that we use them
once and throw them away,” says Claire Wilton, senior waste campaigner for
Friends of the Earth, based in London.

Since there are far more voracious uses of fossil fuels than
producing high-density polyethylene to make into bags, the argument is
more about aesthetics than wasting resources. After the bags have made
their way from the checkout to the kitchen, and perhaps a brief stint
lining the kitchen rubbish bin, most are destined for landfill. But a
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proportion will make a bid for freedom somewhere along the way. They
then become highly visible, blustering in the streets or flapping
annoyingly in the branches of trees. ®This irritation has earned them a
variety of pejorative nicknames: “ witches’ knickers” in Ireland,
“white pollution” in China and the “national flower” in South Africa.

Plastic bags can also have a devastating effect on wildlife. Planet
Ark estimates that tens of thousands of whales, birds, turtles and seals
are killed every year from plastic bag litter, thanks in no small part to
the way that a floating carrier bag looks—to a turtle at least—like a
tasty jellyfish. One victim was a filter-feeding minke whale washed up
in France with nearly a kilo of plastic bags and packaging in its
stomach.

The Danes were among the first to curb plastic bag use when they
introduced a tax on all packaging in 1994. Supermarkets, not
customers, had to pay up and usage dropped 66 per cent. In 2001
Taiwan approved plastic bag restrictions and later introduced a
mandatory charge of around five cents a plastic bag. And, in 2002,
Bangladesh took a more drastic approach, banning all sales of
polyethylene and introducing on-the-spot $12 fines for using a plastic
bag. If this seems a little extreme, it was prompted by more than just
green thinking. “Ina country with limited waste disposal and virtually
no bins, most of the 9 million or so plastic bags used every day were
dropped in the street, then washed into rivers and sewers. The
Buriganga river, which flows through the capital Dhaka, was almost
dammed by plastic bags, and blocked drains are thought partly
responsible for the devastating monsoon floods of 1988 and 1998.

South Africa, in a bid to promote stronger, reusable alternatives,
has made carrier bags thinner than 30 micrometres illegal. ( The
average supermarket carrier is about 18 micrometres thick.) In
Australia, several towns have opted to go “plastic free” while they wait
for the government’s decision on how to kick the nation’s six-billion-

plus-a-year habit.
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In Britain, some politicians are lobbying for a tax on bags. But the
Labour government says a “levy would not necessarily be beneficial to
the environment. ” Before anyone criticises the UK for lagging behind
world opinion, it is worth considering the argument. Yes, bags harm the
environment, but they are a small part of a much bigger problem—;just
one per cent of the household waste stream, which in itself is a small
fraction of the total waste stream. And when it comes to litter, surveys
show plastic bags currently make up only two per cent of rubbish found
on Britain’s beaches, and less than one per cent of litter in general.

No wonder critics of the war on plastic bags claim that the
environmental impact is vastly overstated, and that banning or taxing
carrier bags produces no net environmental gain. It just shifts the
problem elsewhere: more people have to buy “proper” rubbish bags
instead of re-using their supermarket carriers, and bulkier waste is
produced as shops turn to other containers.

The Carrier Bag Consortium, a group of UK suppliers set up to
fight the anti-bag campaign, points out that plastic bags have among
the highest reuse rates of any disposable product—80 per cent are
recycled at least once as bin liners and nappy bags, and by dog owners
for scooping the poop. What’s more, it notes, they are much more
energy-efficient to manufacture and transport than alternatives.

So if plastic bags aren’t as bad as they are made out to be, are
governments and green campaigners jumping on the wrong bandwagon?

Well, yes and no. While the plastic carrier may have been made a
scapegoat, it is also true that if you want people to think about
sustainability, an everyday object that most of them already feel guilty
about is a good place to start. “Plastic carrier bags are symbolic of a
society in which we use things without thinking and then throw them

’

away,” Claire Wilton says. “ Governments have realised that by
focusing on something so symbolic, they can get messages across to
people about their behaviour and how it has an impact on the

environment. ”’
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The plastic bag industry takes issue with being blamed for general
environmental irresponsibility. But even with the facts on their side,
manufacturers seem resigned to taking a beating.  “ Green marketing

”

wins out every time,” bemoans Carrier Bag Consortium spokesman
Peter Woodall.

While the two sides bicker over the best solutions for carrying our
shopping, they do at least agree on one thing: biodegradable bags are
not the answer. “It may actually encourage wrong attitudes to litter
prevention and does not contribute to environmental sustainability,” says
the UK’s Packaging and Industrial Films Association. “ Biodegradable
bag’s made people feel better for doing something that is still
unhelpful,” Wilton says. And to your average turtle, a degradable bag
looks “just as much like a jellyfish as a nondegradable one. ”

Perhaps the compromise is to follow the lead of the bag-snaggers
of New York. With their patented device—a hook on a telescopic
pole—writer Ian Frazier and friends have turned collecting tree-top
litter into the coolest urban sport in America.

Now there’s a fun and a practical solution everybody can live with.

—Caroline Williams, Reader’s Digest, June, 2005

Comprehension

1. The phrase “pander to”in Paragraph 3 probably means
A. cater to B. kill
C. attack D. adjust to
2. In the first sentence of the fourth paragraph, the word “infiltrated”
probably means .
A. destroyed B. permeated
C. facilitated D. improved
3. In the first sentence of the fifth paragraph, the word “unsound” is
closest in meaning with .
A. quiet B. healthy
C. unstable D. hazardous



