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Basic Concepts in English Journalism

The mass media today

mass communication



mass media 1. 2. 3.
4. 5. 6. 7.

compact disk
laser disk LD computer CD VCD DVD

In order to understand the nature of mass media one
should have a better idea about communication or the pro-
cess of sharing ideas information and messages with oth-
ers in a particular time and place. Communication in-
cludes writing and talking as well as nonverbal communi-
cation suchas facial expressions body language or ges-
tures visual communication the use of images or pic-
tures such as painting photography video or motion
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pictures and electronic communication telephone
calls electronic mail cable television or satellite
broadcasts . Communication is a vital part of personal
life and is also important in business education and any
other situation where people encounter each other.

Communication between two people is an outgrowth of
methods of expression developed over centuries. Ges-
tures the development of language and the necessity to
engage in joint action all played a part in the develop-
ment of human communication in which complex systems of
language have been created and are used to ensure sur-
vival to express ideas and emotions to tell stories and
remember the past and to neNotiate with one another.

Interaersonal Communication The most common form of
daily communication is interpersonal that is face-to-
face at the same time and in the same place. Communica-
tors must know how to start and end the conversation how
to make themselves understood how to resrond to the rart-
nerls statements how to be sensitive to othersH concerns
how to take turns and how to listen. A group may try to
reach a general sense of understanding or agreement. Sev-
eral groups may need to interact among each other within a
single organization in order to perform their work effec-
tively and make good decisions.

Communication at a Distance From the earliest times
people have needed to communicate across distance or over
time. Different societies have also devised systems for
transporting messages from place to place and from person

to person. The earliest were courier-type ser-



vices. Over time these evolved into government-operated
systems available to any citizen financed by charging
users a tax or fee for postage. The first truly electronic
medium was the telegraph which sent and received electri-
cal signals over long-distance wires. Regular telegraph
service relaying Morse code a system of code using on
and off signals was established in 1844.

In 1876 Scottish-born American inventor Alexander
Graham Bell was the first to patent and produce
a telephone which could transmit the human voice over
wires. Between the 1880s and the 1980s the telephone sys-
tem in the United States had an enormous effect on the
quality of life and work. In rural communities telephone
service meant an end to isolation. The telephone permits
immediate contact with emergency services and provides
the electronic network for new computer-based systems.

The earliest system for sending electrical signals
through the air via electromagnetic waves was
called wireless and later radio. Radio frequencies also
came to be used for other purposes including television
wireless telephone emergency services and aviation ra-
dio.

Just as inventors had sought ways to transmit sound
using electromagnetic waves they worked to develop simi-
lar methods for transmitting pictures. In 1923 Russian-
born American engineer Vladimir K. Zworykin demonstrated
an electronic television camera. The first regularly
scheduled television programming was started in 1941 in
the US. By the end of the 1950s television was on the air
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almost everywhere. Television has been one of the most im-
portant communication technologies in history.

The earliest computers were machines built to make
repetitive numerical calculations. As computers devel-
oped networks also developed for interconnecting comput-
ers. In the 1960s the U.S. Department of Defense organized
a network for sharing data and mainframe computer process-
ing time over specially equipped telephone lines and
satellite links. This system later expanded and became
known as the Internet. Today the Internet has become the
most extensively connected computer system throughout
the world. Now computers have transformed business edu-
cation entertainment and almost all aspects in our life
they have also played an ever important role in mass com-
munication.

Mass communications media The means of communication
that can reach many people at a time either by printed ma-
terials or electronic waves are called mass media. These
include newspapers magazines books radio television
public relation and advertising. Newspaper and magazine
make use of the printed media in providing the public with
large amounts of reading materials about current events
and comments which will be the focus of this book. Radio
refers to the system of communication employing electro-
magnetic waves propagated through space. Television is
the most important medium of communication bringing news
and entertainment programmes to millions of households
worldwide. It was the first medium to relay via communi-
cations satellites pictures across continents and it is
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the prime route to the public for presenting news and cur-
rent affairs including the progress of wars and politi-
cal campaigns. It is thus a powerful influence on public
perception and opinion. TV and newspapers are the two ma-
jor kinds of mass media in the present world. Since this
book is focused on newspaper reading no mention is made

about the operation and role of TV.

Vladimir K. Zworykin 1889 — 1982 American physicist and elec-
tronic engineer born in Murom Russia. Zworykin became an American
citizen in 1924. He was largely responsible for the development dur-

ing the 1920s and 1930s of the television camera and picture tube.
1923
1924
1928

Questions for discussion

o. What is the connection between mass media and communi-
cation

I. Why is language special and important in human communi-
cation

R. How did various forms of communication at a distance
evolve over time

G. What are the characteristics of mass communication
Why is television the most important medium of communi-
cation today

z. Study the coverage of some news in the local newspapers

and TV stations and summarize the differences in the
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characteristics of both media.

The definition of journalism

“ " 1918

news media



