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Much progress has been made in classifying the languages of
the earth into genetic families, each having descent from a single
precursor, and in tracing such development through time. The

result is called “comparative linguistics”. Of even greater impor-



tance for the future technology of thought is what might be called
“contrastive linguistics”. This plots the outstanding differences
among tongues—in grammar, logic , and general analysis of expe-

rience.
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This book presents a fairly new field of applied linguistics
and the analysis of culture, namely the comperison of any two
languages and cultures to discover and describe the problems that
the speakers of one of the languages will have in learning of oth-
er. The results of such comparisons have proved of fundamental
value for the preparation of teaching materials, tests, and lan-
guage learning experiments.
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