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UNIT 1 COMPARISON

Comparison and Contrast

The format of comparison and contrast allows you to present the simi-
larities and or differences of two or more sets of data. You can com-
pare and contrast ideas objects people and situations.

The phrase comparison and contrast is usually presented as a sin-
gle way of organizing information. In fact many times when people
use the term compare they actually mean® compare and contrast.”
However you can use each organizational method separately. A com-
parison identifies the similarities or likenesses between two or more
items a contrast identifies the differences between two or more items.

Usually there are two main patterns for organizing the writing of
comparison and contrast essay the subject-by-subject Al A2
A3 ...Bl B2 B3 and the point-by-point pattern Al-Bl A2-B2
A3-B3...

There are also three guidelines for comparison and contrast pa-
pers. Guideline 1 Only compare and or contrast equivalent or parallel
items. In comparing and contrasting two job offers for example you
could deal with the salary working conditions and benefits of job 1
and the salary working conditions and benefits of job 2. Guideline 2
Select a specific pattern for organizing your comparison and contrast
material like the subject-by-subject the point-by-point method or the
mixed one. Guideline 3 Use a variety of transitional elements to
achieve coherence.

The sign % before a paragraph or an essay in this book means
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that you are required to recite it.

Stage 1 Paragraph Study by Gomparison—
Oorganizing ldeas

Read the following model paragraphs and try to find the words to

express the comparison of two things.

Model 1

% A Buick and Cadillac both built by General Motors are alike in
many ways. A Buick which measures over 200 inches in length and
weighs over 3 000 pounds is large and holds the road well. A Cadillac
is similar in length and weight. Like a Buick a Cadillac gets relatively
low gas mileage compared with smaller economy cars made by the same
manufacturer. The Buick provides an unusually comfortable ride espe-
cially on cross-country trips on the highway as does a Cadillac. And

both cars enjoy a certain status as a luxury automobile.

Model 2

My two cousins Mary and Anne are similar in many ways. In fact

some people think the two girls are twins rather than sisters because
they are close in age both of them in their early teens and because
they look and act a good deal alike. They are both tall for their age and
slender and they both wear their dark-brown hair long and straight.
Mary who is fifteen has stunning large brown eyes with long dark
eye-lashes and Anne who is fourteen also has beautiful dark eyes.
They both have lovely olive complexions and when they smile they
radiate warmth and happiness. They even dress alike. Mary sews al-
most all of her own clothes and Anne is also learning to sew. Because
they are almost the same size they can borrow each other s patterns
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as well as each other s clothes. What is most noticeable about the two
girls is that they are both talented outgoing and friendly. Mary is
the vice president of her class and active in dance and drama. Anne

who is also a good student is a star member of the tennis team as well
as an accomplished violinist. As might be guessed my two cousins are

both very popular.

Model 3

% Modern college students driving to classes in modified sports cars
and living somewhat modified scholarly lives may not feel any special
kinship with the medieval students of Oxford and Cambridge. But re-
gardless of the separation of time and space students have always been
concerned about their privileges and their finances. Today student
rights is a lively issue on many college campuses and much publicized
demonstrations are supposed to be typical of our unsettled modern
times. But medieval students also dissented on many issues and the
famous” town and gown” riots in England were much bloodier and
more violent than student protests today. The subject of free speech
was as much an issue in the thirteenth century as it is in the twenty-
first. But the greatest similarity between past and present student life
is the perennial battle of the budget. Today students pull in their
belts as they watch expenses gobble up their small incomes or summer
savings. Yet back in 1220 we find a student writing to his father
that although he was“ studying with the greatest diligence... you

know that without clothes and food and wine your son grows cold.”

Practice 1

Fill in the blanks with the following transitions while enough

although like also when in addition although on the other

hand  furthermore.

One important similarity of Waikiki Beach and Oak Street Beach is
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that they are both easily accessible. Both Waikiki and Chicago have
many good highways and roads that lead to the beaches. The Chicago
CTA routes buses and trains to the beach or downtown area. Waikiki

1 has an excellent public transportation system called® The
Bus” but 2~ tourists can easily walk or hire a bike-cart for
the short ride. Both cities take 3 = pride in their beaches to
provide cheap easy and relatively quick transportation.

4  all beaches must have sand water and sun the qual-
ity of each of these proves to be quite different 5 ~ comparing
Waikiki Beach and Oak Street Beach. At the beach on Oak Street the
sand which was once white has become a dull grey 6  the col-
or of cigarette smoke from exposure to both air and water pollution.

7  most Chicagoans are careless with their trash and because
the city hires few workers to clean up the mess garbage is found
strewn about the beach and floating in the water. In Waikiki 8

the small trash problem is well-controlled. 9 _ the na-
tives have enough pride in their land to properly dispose of wastes
which hotel owners hire a sufficient number of workers to pick up after
tourists. Hawaiian sand 10 all imported from California is

kept a sparkling clean white.

Practice 2

Notice the linking words and phrases in the paragraph . Discuss them
with your group. What do they mean How do they link ideas
Then make the best choice from the list below the paragraph .

% 1 Despite their apparent differences the professional jazz musi-
cian and the professional football player have much in common. They
must strive hard to be proficient in professional work. 2 ei-
ther to be successful he must take his work seriously. The trumpeter
who abuses his lip or the halfback who cannot be bothered learning a

new pass pattern will have a short professional career. 3
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each must constantly work at improving and not only maintaining

his level of achievement. The real® pro’ considers his daily practice

session 4 on the bandstand or on the ball
field not as a routine exercise 5 as a chance for him to de-
velop new attacks and new techniques. 6 each must have

considerable physical stamina. It takes a good deal of muscular effort
7 to bang a set of drums for six hours—just about 8§
much as it takes to survive being banged around for two hours

on the gridiron.

Choices

2 A. For B. Because C. Since D. Due

3 A. However B. So forth C. Beside D. In addition
4 A.if B. when C. whether D. as

5 A. and B. however C. but D. for

6 A. Finally B. Thirdly C. In my view D. So

7 A. so that B. for example  C. though D. that is

8 A. ever B. so C. as D. that

Stage 2 Essay Development by GCompari-
son—Relating ldeas

Model Essay 1
Following is an essay of four paragraphs. The last paragraph is
missing. Working in your group write the best last paragraph .

Then discuss your answer and reasons with those of other groups.
Life in the City and Countryside

% | am one of the many city people who are always saying that given

the choice we would prefer to live in the country away from the dirt
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