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Watching Movies and TV
Attending a Concert
Watching a Football Match
Making Invitations
Dining Out
An Outing
Party
At the Theatre
At the Dance
Fithess and Exercise
Holidays
Photography
Travelling
Shopping
Hobbies
Internet
Weather
Compliments
Going to a Gallery
Playing Chess
Newspapers and Magazines
Stamp Collecting
On Laughter



Watching Movies and TV

@ BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE

f_’:&? DIALOGUE

( (Two friends are planning to see a

) movie. )
A: A: Shall we go to the movies tonight
? then?
B: B: Good idea!

A: A: Which one do you prefer, the Chi-




nese picture or the foreign picture?

B: | prefer the latter. What about you?

A: | like them both.

B: Do you know what’s on at the In-
ternational Theater tonight?

A: 1 don’t know. Let’s look in the
newspaper. Oh, | see, it's' Miss
O and Mr R”, with James Dean as
Mr R.

B: People speak highly of it.

A: We mustn’t miss it.

B: It' Il begin at 7: 30. We must hurry
up.

(enter the theater)

A: How cool it is here!

B: Yes, it’s air-conditioned.

A: Do you have a good seat?

B: Yes, I’m getting on very well.

A: Now it’s going on, you see, the
scenery is very beautiful!

B: Do you like the actor?

A: | like most of his films.

B: It's all over now. How did you like
the film?

A: It’ s very interesting. | enjoyed it

very much.
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A: Is there anything worth watching
? on the other channel?
B: | think it’s a western on channel
2.

A: Do you mind if we switch over?

B: Well, I’ d rather see the football
match.

A: Do you happen to know what’son

? after the news?

B: I’ ve got a feeling it’s a documen-

tary.
?  A:Does anybody mind if | watch it?
“ B: Don’t you want to see part two of

§ ? the serial' The Big Family”

|_(- ’ LOIALOGYE

A: What a pity! ©. .. we couldn’t see
“  Star Wars” 2 last night!

B: Yes, it was really a pity. |’ ve al-

ways wanted to see it. Everyone
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says it’s a really great film.
? A: What sort of films do you like best?
B: Horror films and thrillers and sci-
ence fiction. That’s why | want to
? see Star Wars. How about you?
? What kind of films do you like?
A: Historical films and comedies @ .
I’ ve seen lots of Laurel and Hardy @
films.
B: So have I. Have you seer* The Mu-
? sic Box"?
A: Of course, several times. Look!
We’ve arrived in New York.

B: And the train’s right on time ©!

LIBLoOGUE
? A: What do you want to do tonight?
? B: No idea. Why don’t you decide?
? A: How about going to the movies?

B: Now that sounds like a great idea.
I’ ve got the newspaper in my bag.
Wait a minute, |’Il check the movie
reviews © to see what good movies

MTV are showing. | prefer to go to the
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movie theater rather than watch
MTV. It has a better atmosphere.

A: Okay. Check to see if there are any
horror ©® movie films showing. | like
those. | think horror films are excit-
ing. They give me a thrill.

B: No. The last fime we went to watch
a horror movie, it was called Alien”.
It nearly frightened me to death. |
had nightmares for weeks after-
wards.

A: Alright. But we’re not going to see
another fragedy. ® | don’t care if
it is a powerful movie. | fell asleep
during the last one, it was so boring.

B: | think that was the director’s ©
fault for making such a bad
movie, not yours. | usually like
tragedies because they have
strong plots. They make you th-
ink after you’ve left the theater.
Do you remember‘ Dances with
wolves” ?

A: Yes. But I’m still not convinced.
Why don’t we watch a suspense ©

movie, or maybe a thriller © ?




B: Sounds good. There’s a suspense-
thriller showing that has a good re-
view. The movie critic © has a
lot of good things to say about it.
He describes it as o gripping
movie”. Interested?

A:1"m interested. Let me read the re-
view. Yes, it does sound good. But
if you read the end of the review, it
also says it doesn’t have English
subtitles ©. There is no use watching
a foreign movie if it isn’t subtitled.

B: Ah! | don’t know why they don’t
subtitle these movies. Oh well, the
review made it sound so good.

A: Never mind.

B: How about a romance © movie, a
love story. One about seduction,
and falling in love. | love those.

A: So do I. But unfortunately there
aren’t any showing. Would some-
thing different be alright? | would
like to see this one, it’s an action ©
-adventure © movie. These are my
favorites, and this one sounds like

the kind of actionpacked movie |



like. It's called* Terminator”, with
Arnold Schwatzenegger.

B: No. Action movies are always too
violent and bloody. Besides |’ ve
seen the trailer for this one on TV.
and it looks ferrible.

A: Well, that doesn’t leave us many
movies to choose from. Would this
science-fiction movie be alright? My
coworker saw this one and liked it.
He has the same taste in movies as
me. Ones with a lot of imagination
where the impossible happens be- ]
fore your eyes. He said the special
effects © were stunning. It’s called

“ Back fo the Future 2"

B: No, | usudlly find them too far-fetc-
hed, impossible to believe. Any-
way, it’s a sequel ©, and they’re
never as good as the originals.

A: That leaves us only one choice, a
comedy © movie. The review makes
this one sound hilarious. It says it is
a boxoffice hit. It's called* Home

Alone” .

B: Yes, the review does make it sound
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good. | like comedy movies, espe-
cially family comedies.

A: Me too. Family movies are always
good. And look who the leading
actor is.

B: Oh! | saw his last movie. His acting
was sensational, especially for a
kid. He portrayed his part so well.
He even got an Oscar nomination

for it.

! A: Okay, let’s go. Where’s it show-

? ing?

DOIALOGUE

A: I’m fired of watching television.
Let’s go to the movies tonight.
B: All right. Let’s see what the paper
says about neighborhood theaters.
? Here’s the list. Where’s the Rialto?
There’s a good movie there.
A: That's too far away. And it’s hard

to find a place to park there.



B: Well, the Grand Theater has* Tifan-
ic”.

A: | saw that years ago. | don’t want
fo see it again. Anyway, it’s too
long. We wouldn’t get home until
midnight.

B: The Center has a horror film. You
wouldn’t want to see that.

A: No, indeed. | wouldn’t be able to
sleep tonight.

B: That’s about dll there is. Unless we
change our minds and go down-
fown.

A: No, we just can’t afford it. There
must be something else we haven’t
seen.

B: Here, look for yourself. | can’t find

anything else.

f %E' BIALOGUE

e

A: Paul, we haven’t gone out for over
a month. Let’s go somewhere this
evening.

? B: All right. Where would you like to




? go? Should we go dancing?
A:1”’m not very interested in dancing.
I’d enjoy a good concert, but ac-
cording to the paper, there aren’t
any tonight.
? B: Then, what about movies? Aren’t
? there any good movies?
? A: How abouf’ Ghost”? That
should be entertaining.
B: It's an old picture. And you know |
don’t like love stories.
A: But this one is quite different. It's
so touching.
B: OK. Let’s go there then. What time
? does the main feature start?
15 A: It started fiffeen minutes ago. We
just missed it.
B: Well, | guess all we can do is to
stay home and watch television.

A: | was afraid you’d say that.
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Attending a Concert

@ BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE

(%2 | prarocws
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A: A: There goes the bell. The show wiill
be starting in a few minutes. We’d

better go in and find our seats.

B: 5 2 B: Numbers 2 and 4 of the fifth row in
4 ? the stalls, aren’t they?
A: A: That' s right. This entrance is for odd

numbers. That enfrance over there
is for even numbers. Let’s go over

there.



B: What a nice theatre! | guess it can
seat close to a thousand.

A: Just about. Look, the orchestra pit
is filling up. The musicians are tak-
ing their places.

B: Ah, | see the orchestra is a combi-
nation of western and Chinese in-
struments. There are the usual
strings, woodwind, brass and per-
cussion of a western orchestra. But
| see many Chinese instruments as
well. That’s very interesting.

A: See that instrument there with two |

? strings? Well, it’s an erhu, a kind
of fiddle played with a bow. Ah,
they’ are tuning up. Let’s listen to it
now.

f f:&' BIBLOGUE
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? A: Well, how did you like the show?
B: A most rewarding experience, |
must say. The scenery was beauti-
ful and the acting superb. But |
found the singing too high-pitched.




