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On Christmas Eve 1793, Judge Marmaduke
Temple brings his only daughter, Elizabeth, back
from school to the family home at Templeton in
New York State. Temple, the chief local magis-
trate and landowner, is a wise and kindly man of
Quaker stock. The orﬂy stain on his reputation is
old and almost forgotten. Some years before, Ed-
ward Effingham had helped Temple’s career and
made him manager of the Effingham property.
When the War of Independence broke out the
friends were on different sides, Effingham being a
Colonel in the King’s army. At the end of the war,
when Effingham did not return from England and
was presumed dead, Temple appropriated his es-
tates. Templeton is now a prosperous and rapidly
expanding settlement,already boasting several pre-
tentious houses, of which Temple’s is the grand-
est. It was designed by Richard Jones, the Judge’s
cousin and business manager.

During the sleigh-ride home Temple, shooting
at a buck, wounds Oliver Edwards. Edwards is a
young hunter, new to the district, who lives with
Leatherstocking ( Natty Bumppo ), an elderly
woodsman who keeps himself apart _from the citi-
zens of Templeton. The Judge insists on taking the
young man home to have the wound treated. On

the way they are joined by another party,consist-



g 5 I

173 000000 DO0O0 -o00oooon
gobooboboooooooobobooooo
omoo0o0o0o0ooowoooooooooo
omoooooooowooooooooo
goobomoooobooobmooboomon .
goboboboobooooooooboboooooo
ooooooooooobobomoboobbom
goobboboooooobboooooobooo
omobobooomoooboobobmooog
gobomuoobomoboooboboobmm
gogooboobboobbooobogooooooo
ooobbooooooobboooooobooo
gooboobboooooooobboooog . ooo
ogogd

ggoguoobooobbobooooooooon
Oo0O0 - ODOOoOOoOmDbOODOOoOoOOOoOOoOOo0omOo
goooboboobooooooobboooog
o ooo~-~0no -oobooocoooboood
ggoobooobobobboooooooooooo

jdodo0o0o0oO0oU0O0oU0ooo0oUOoU0oOoUoOo  Oopbooooog -
0000 George Fox,1624—1691 M OOO0OO OOOOO
0 ”(quake at the word of Lord) MO000000 Quaker.



ing of Jones, Monsieur Le Quoi, Major Hart-
mann,and Mr Grant, the local clergyman. Edwards
manage.s to avert an accident caused by Jones’
reckless driving but Jones,an incorrigible boaster,
is too vain to admit his error. At Temple’s house
the party is met by the housekeeper, Remarkable
Pettibone, and Benjamin Penguillan ( commonly
known as Ben Pump),a former sailor now em-
ployed as the Judge’s major-domo. Dr Todd is sum-
moned but Oliver prefefs the medicine of Indian
John. John is a Mohican Indian and a friend of
Leatherstocking. Though once a brave and noble
warrior, he is now declined from his former
grandeur.

The inhabitants of Templeton go to church to
hear Mr Grant’s Christmas sermon. John, a con-
vert to Christianity, also attends. After the service
he and Oliver accompany Mr Grant and his daugh-
ter,Louisa, part of the way home. The clergyman is
shocked to hear Oliver expressing hostility towards
Judge Temple. Later, the settiers gather in the bar
of ‘The Bold Dragaon’. Temple tells the company
about a new law restrigting hunting. This is one of
his favourite projects, for he is continually re-
proaching his fellow countrymen for their waste of
America’s natural resources of timber and game.

On Christmas Day there is a turkey-shooting
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competition. Leatherstocking, shooting on behalf
of Elizabeth, beats Billy Kirby, a local woodchop-
per, and wins the prize bird. Temple announces
that during his recent visit to the city he has se-
cured Richard Jones’ appointment as High Sheriff
and is hence in need of 8 new business manager. He
offers the post to Oliver, who accepts, though in a
churlish way.

In the spring the settlers organize a pigeon
shoot under Jones’ direction. It is a wasteful busi-
ness, for they kill far more birds than they need.
Leatherstocking denounces them, contenting him-
self with killing just one pigeon. The Judge agrees
with the woodsman’s strictures. But the settlers go
on to hold an equally irresponsible fishing party.
Natty holds himself aloof, spear-fishing from a ca-
noe made by Indian John. When Ben Pump falls in
the lake Natty saves him from drowning.

Shortly afterwards the Judge receives a dis-
turbing letter from England, which he shows to
his cousin Jones. They summon a lawyer, Mr Van
Der School, for advice but exclude Oliver from the
consultation. On the same day,Leatherstocking and
Indian John kill a buck in defiance of the new law.
Later, Natty rescues Elizébeth and Louisa, who
are out walking in the mountains,from two savage

panthers. Hiram Doolittle, a dishonest settler who
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has been spying on Natty, reports the deer-killing.
Reluctantly Temple orders Leatherstocking’s ar-
rest, but the woodman assaults Hiram and Billy
Kirby - when they attempt to execute the order.
Jones leads a posse to arrest Leatherstocking. But
they find that the woodsman has burnt down his
hut and is willing to Kgivev himself up quietly.

Natty is acquitted of assaulting Doolittle but
found . guilty of threatening Kirby with his rifle.
Temple sentences him to an hour in the stocks, a
fine of one hundred dollars, and a month in prison.
Ben Pump sides with Natty and insists on joining
him in the stocks; he also assaults Doolittle and is
himself imprisoned. Elizabeth visits the woodsman
in prison, bringing money from her father to pay
the fine. Leatherstocking refuses the money and es-
capes with Pump; Oliver is waiting outside the jail
to help them.

The next day Elizabeth goes to the mountain
to give Leatherstocking some gunpowder he has re-
quested. John is there, dressed in full Indian cos-
tume: he inveighs bitterly against the white race
for its treatment of the Indians. A forest fire breaks
out. Oliver joins Elizabeth and John,and the trio is
rescued by Leatherstocking. Mr Grant, whom
Louisa has sent in search of Elizabeth, joins them.

Indian John dies; observing Indian rather than
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Christian rituals. A rainstorm quenches the fire and
Elizabeth and Mr Grant are able to return safely to
Templeton.

Richard Jones again organizes a posse to catch
Leatherstocking, and there is a fight in which
Doolittle is injured. This is interrupted by Oliver,
who emerges from the cave where Leatherstocking
has been hiding, bringing an old man with him.
This is Major Effingham, the father of Temple’s
friend , whom Natty has been sheltering. Oliver ex-
plains that he himself is the Major’s grandson and
the son of the man whom the Judge defrauded.
Temple answers that he had assumied all of the Eff-
ingham family to be dead, and in reparation he
gives half of his estate to Oliver. Shortly after-
wards old Major Effingham dies. Oliver and Eliza-
beth marry. Néfty is pardoned by the Governor of
the state but, to the regret of his friends, goes off

again on his travels through the forest.
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The Scarlet Letter
[] []

Nathaniel Hawthorne
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In an introductory sketch, ‘The Custom
House’ , Hawthorne gives a fictionalized account of
his three years’ experience as Survéyor of Customs
at Salem, once a busy port but now largely dis-
used. The Custom House itself is staffed by elder-
ly, somnolent workers and an air of drowsy com-
fort prevails. In a deserted wupstairs room
Hawthorne discovers a piece of gold-embroidered
scarlet cloth in the shape of the letter A. With it
there is a manuscript, by Jonathan Pue,a former
Surveyor at Salem, recounting the life of Hester
Prynne. With the election of a Republican adminis-
tration Hawthorne, a Democrat appointee, loses
his job. This is no great blow to him for he had al-
ready been growing anxious to resume his literary
career. A free man again, he takes Pue’s narrative
as the starting-point for his romance.

Hester Prynne, impulsive and passionate, is
convicted of adultery by her fellow citizens in a
small seventeenth century New England town. In
accordance thh the stern Puritan laws she is made
to stand on the public scaffold with her illegitimate
child and then to wear the letter A emblazoned on
her dress. During her public humiliation-she is lec-
tured by Governor Bellingham and Reverend John
Wilson. The local clergyman, Reverend Arthur

Dimmesdale, highly respected for his piety,exhorts
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