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/1/(1)Statements like“le mot n’ est que par le contexte et n’ est
rien par luimeme” [footnote omitted] which are frequently heard
nowadays are neither acccurate nor realistic. (2) While it is perfectly
true, and even a truism, that words are almost always found embedded
in specific contexts, there are cases when a term stands entirely by
itself, without any contextual support, and will still make sense. (3)
A one-word title such as Tolstoy’ s Resurrection, Ibsens’ s Ghosts or
Jane Austen’s Persuasion can be heavily charged with meaning, and
even such elliptical titles as Kipling’s if and Henry Green’s Nothing
will conjure up some sort of idea.

000000000 oo00® 0000000
00000000 0000000000000 0m2)00o



gobobooobooooooobooooooobobooa
goobobobooooooooooooooboobooa
0@MO00mDm3D0000M000000000000000
O0000000mOo0ooooooo0oooooomwooon
00oo0mooooooooooooo -00000o00o000
00ooooooooooo

O000O0o0ooouooooooono 196400 O0O0O0OO
000000 (Bellurgi and Brown, 196400 1965 0000000
gbootbbdodbotooobooboobooobooboboog 1o
0dMob0sdobogooogooooobobooobobobobon
goobooooboooboboooboooooa

/2/ For anyone concerned with intellectual processes, or any
question that goes beyond mere data arranging, it is the question of
competence that is fundamental.
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/3/ Repetition of fixed phrases is a rarity; it is only under ex-
ceptional and quite uninteresting circumstances that one can seriously
consider how “situational context” determines what is said, even in

probabliistic terms.
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/4/ (1)Specialization is no proof of progress, it has often meant
displacement of penetrating insights in favor technical manipulation of
litle interest. (2) That remains partially true today, in my opinion,
though only partially. (3)Traditional questions are no longer forgotten
or dismissed as absurd and senseless, as they were during the heydey
of “behavioural science” and the various brands of structuralism. (4)
They have been reopened and in some cases, sericusly investigated.
(5)New questions are being posed that could not have been imagined a
few years ago, and they seem to be the right ones, opening the way to
new understanding and unsuspected problems. (6) There has been
explosive growth in the range of empirical phenomena that are rea-
sonably well understood, and to which explanatory theory must be
answerable. (7)Similar evaluations were given in the past, incorrectly

in my view. (8)They should be regarded with a skeptical eye today as



well. (9)Even in the case of work of considerable care and sophisti-
cation, it may be useful to recall Voltare’ s thoughts about meta-
physics: a dance with elegant moves, but you end up where you
started. (10) The gap between public relations success and relevant
achievement often seems to me rather impressive; I have in mind
claims about the enormous promise of neural net (connectionist)
models or artificial intelligence, or about a“cognitive revolution” .
(11) Nevertheless, in some areas progress has been significant, 1
think.
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