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LESSON 16 Agreement and
Disagr eement

BAS IC PATTERNS
226. 1 don think our taxes get anything good for us.

227 . 1 disagree completely.

228. Maybe you e right.

229. 1 think that a good idea.

230. I glad we see eye to eye.

231. I couldn agree with you more.
232. 1 have to disagree with you on this.
233. That what I was thinking.

234. You are exactly right.

235. That for sure.

236. 1 say that was true.

237. Don  you agree?

238.1 1 go along with that.

239. 1 1 go along with you on this one.

240. 1 not sure | agree with you.




DIALOGUE

KEVIN: | don't think our taxes get anything good for us.

IRENE: What do you mean? The state just gave another $4 million to
schools.

KEVIN: | don't think that money does any good.

IRENE: | disagree completely. Do you think schools can be run for
free?

KEVIN: They can be run for much cheaper.

IRENE: The result would be that children would be less educated.
KEVIN: Not true. They spend a lot of that money on useless programs.

IRENE: That money is going to buy more computers for the
classrooms.

KEVIN: So? We didn’'t have computers in school. We can still read
and write.

IRENE: That was twenty years ago. The world today depends on
computers.

20
KEVIN: They can learn about computers from their parents, at home.
IRENE: What about poor children who don’t have computers at home?

KEVIN: So my tax dollars are going to poor children?

IRENE: What's wrong with that? | think you could be a little more
generous.

KEVIN: Maybe you're right.

ROBERT: | think we should go to Mexico for vacation.

LUCY: | disagree. | think we should go to Canada.




ROBERT: Canada will still be cold this time of year.

LUCY: It will be cool, but not cold.

ROBERT: It will be too cold for me.

LUCY: Mexico will be too hot for me.

ROBERT: We can’t go to both places.

LUCY: Why don’t we go later in the year?

ROBERT: What good will that do?

LUCY: Canada will be warmer in a few months, but not too warm for me.
ROBERT: Yes, then we can both be happy. | think that's a good idea.

LUCY: I'm glad you agree.

ARNOLD: I'm hungry. Do you want to get something to eat?
MICHAEL: Yes, that would be nice. What kind of food do you want?
ARNOLD: | was thinking of having Mexican food.

MICHAEL: | don't like Mexican food at all.

ARNOLD: Why not? It's so good.

MICHAEL.: It's too spicy and it's not healthy.

ARNOLD: | disagree. That's not true at all.

MICHAEL: What do you mean? Of course it’s true.

ARNOLD: It's healthier than a lot of American food, such as
hamburgers.

MICHAEL: It's still too spicy.




ARNOLD: Come and try some. | know this place where much of the
food is not spicy.

MICHAEL: Okay. I'll give it a try.

ARNOLD: Good. I'm glad we see eye to eye.

TIM: Do you want to come over and watch the ball game?

CHERYL: No, I'd rather do some reading for class. | don't like
baseball.

TIM: | suppose that's because you're a girl.

CHERYL: Don't be ridiculous. | like football and basketball.

TIM: Then why do you not like baseball?

CHERYL: Baseball is boring. It doesn’t have much action.

TIM: | disagree completely. Do you think a home run is boring?

CHERYL: How often does that happen in a game?

TIM: How often does a goal happen in soccer? It's the same thing.

CHERYL: At least in soccer everyone is moving.

TIM: Baseball can be interesting, once you learn about it.

CHERYL: Maybe so, but I'd rather not take the time to learn.

TIM: So you agree it could be interesting?

CHERYL: No, | just don’t care. Let me know the next time you
watch a basketball game.

TIM: Okay, suit yourself.



VIOLET: What took you so long? I've been waiting for an hour for
our tennis match.

PAUL: I'm sorry. Traffic was awful. | got stuck.

VIOLET: Did you go through downtown?

PAUL: Yes. They're building that new stadium.

VIOLET: | know, and the construction is slowing down the traffic.
PAUL: The worst thing about it is we don't even need the stadium.
VIOLET: | couldn’t agree with you more.

PAUL: The mayor thinks it will be good for the city, but we don’t even
have a sports team.

VIOLET: | guess he thinks it will attract a team.

PAUL: That's a pretty big risk to take.

VIOLET: Yes, | agree. | don’t understand it at all.

PAUL: Well, | suppose | should stay out of the downtown area.
VIOLET: Probably so. Anyway, let's go play tennis.

PAUL: Good idea. Let’s go.

? SUBSTIUTION DRILLS

They spend a lot of that money omeless programs.
futile
worthless
ineffective




Do you think schools can be run for free?
be maintained
operate
function

The world todaydepends oncomputers.

relies on
is based on
is run by
| disagree
differ from you
oppose you
don’t agree
Why don’t we golater in the year?
later on
earlier
sometime

Yes, then we can both be happy.
satisfied
pleased
content

What kind of food do you want?
meal
dinner
lunch

It's too spicy and it'snot healthy.
unhealthy
not good for you
bad for you




I'm glad we see eye to eye
agree
concur
get along

| supposethat’s because you're a girl.

imagine
think
feel
1 How often does that happen in a game?
occur
take place
come about
= No, | just don’t care.

am not interested
have no interest
could care less

& They're building that new stadium.
constructing
erecting
putting up

& 1 guess he thinks it willattract a team.
lure
entice
bring in

o

Well, | suppose | should stay out ofthe downtown area.
avoid
go around
skip




tax [tAks] n. function  [BFQNKF(E)n] vi.

generous §dVenErEs] adj. construct pkRnstrQkt] v.
disagree  dIsE5"ri:] vi. erect [I5rekt] vt.
suppose  $E5pEJz] wv. lure [1JE(r)] v.
attract E5trAkt] v. entice In5tals] v.

ineffective [Inl5fektlv] adj.

MONOLOGUE

Benjamin Franklin, an important figure in early America, said that only two
things are certain in life: death and taxes. This is certainly true for Arericans
today. We pay higher taxes than at any point in our history. This is because the
government, and the services it provides, is larger than ever before.

Much debate centers around how this money is being used. Some people
feel the government should spend a lot of money to help people and improve
things. This requires more taxes. Other people believe that this kind of help
should come from private individuals and business, not the government. Those
people want lower taxes. The struggle between the two ways of thinking is a
constant part of American life.

debate fil5belt] v.
individual [IndI5vIdjJEI] n.
constant pkRnstEnt] adj.




e.g. Life is hard.

e.g. the car acar

e.g. She is a bank manager .

the
“ The life is hard.”

car
a/an
She is bank manager -




LESSON 17 Belief and
Disbelief

BASIC PATTERNS
241 . Do your kids still believe in Santa Claus?

242 . How come you never believe me?

243.1 sure he | find a way to do that without more taxes.
244 .1 can believe it.

245 _ They believed that certain gods caused things in nature.
246 .1 have faith in the government.

247 . 1 believe that 1 can do anything i1f I try hard enough.
248 .1 don believe you.

249.Do you believe in anything?

250. I have no choice but to believe what you e saying.
251 . Have you questioned your beliefs?

252.1 can believe you e said that.

253. 1 convinced by his words.

254 .1 believe he can be trusted.

255. 1 1 take your word for it.




DIALOGUE

KEN: What are you doing today?
i

LOUIS: What | always do, every year.

KEN: By the way, do your kids still believe in Santa Claus?
2

LOUIS: My son'’s only four years old, so | haven't told him the truth
yet.

KEN: How old were you when you stopped believing in Santa?
?

LOUIS: | was ten. A kid at school told me Santa wasn't real.

KEN: My dad told me when | was ten.

LOUIS: That's a pretty big moment, when you stop believing in
Santa.

KEN: I didn’t say | believed my Dad when he told me Santa wasn’t
real.

LOUIS: So you still believe in Santa Claus?
?

KEN: It's the only thing | don't believe in anymore.

TERRY: Who do you think will win the election for senator?
?

CHARLIE: | think Tom Smith will win. | hope so.

TERRY: Why do you want Smith to win?
?

CHARLIE: He promised to lower taxes.

TERRY: And you believed him?
?

CHARLIE: Sure. Why not?




?

TERRY: He's just saying that in order to win the election.
CHARLIE: How do you know?

?

TERRY: He wants to have many new programs, which require taxes.

CHARLIE: I'm sure he'll find a way to do that without more taxes.

TERRY: You're too naive.

CHARLIE: And you're too cynical.

HARRY': Hi, Mom. I'm going out to play.

EMMA: Have you finished your homework, young man?
?

HARRY: Yes. Can | go now?

EMMA: Let me see your work.

HARRY: How come you never believe me?
?

EMMA: You never give me reason to believe you. Now, show me
your work.

HARRY: Okay. Okay. Let me get it. Here. See.

EMMA: Well, it looks like you've actually finished.

HARRY: Good. Now can | go out and play?
?

EMMA: Okay. You can go out.

HARRY: Thanks, Mom. Bye.




TOM: Hey, guess what?
?

BETTY: What s it?

?
TOM: I've got some really good news.
BETTY: Well, don’t keep me in suspense. Tell me.
TOM: | got promoted to manager at the office.
BETTY: Oh, that’s too good to be true. | can't believe it.
TOM: Believe it, honey. It's true.
BETTY: | guess this means you'll be getting paid more.
TOM: Yes. | can hardly believe it myself.
BETTY: Maybe we can go to Mexico this year for vacation.
TOM: Is that what you want to do?

?

BETTY: Maybe. We can talk about it. This is unbelievably good news.

TOM: It's certainly true.

BETTY: I'm so happy for you.

PAUL: Hey, Mary. Do you know when our reports are due?
?

MARY: | believe they are due at the end of the month.
PAUL: What is your paper about?
?
MARY: I'm writing on Greek mythology.
PAUL: That's interesting.

MARY: Yes, it is. I'm learning many things.




PAUL: Didn't they believe in a lot of different gods?
?

MARY:: Yes, they did. They believed that certain gods caused things
in nature.

PAUL: Some people still believe things like that today.

MARY: Maybe, but most modern people know more about science.

PAUL: | don’t know about that. | saw your last grade in science
class.

MARY :Very funny, Paul.

7 SUBSTINUTION DRILLS

My dad told me when | was ten.
revealed the truth to
informed
explained it to

That's apretty big moment, when you stop believing in Santa.
an important
a serious
a significant

What are you doingtoday ? ?
tomorrow
next week
tonight




