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LESSON 16 Marriage

'BASIC PATTERNS

226 We e been married for fourteen years.
14

227 .Are you still married?

228_They got married last year.

229.We were married in a church.

230.We had a small wedding.

231.Next week is our twentieth anniversary.

232.We invited all our friends to the wedding.

233.1t  nice to be married.

234 .My wife is from Chicago.

235.We don want to have kids anytime soon.

236.1 cannot imagine spending the rest of my life with anyone else.

237_Not many people can say that they e made i1t to their golden
wedding anniversary.

238.There nothing sadder than a bitter divorce.

239.1t was also good that they could easily agree how to fairly
divide up the marital property.

240 Nevertheless, 1 still think it heartbreaking when a
marriage splits up.




DIALOGUE

ETHAN: I've been doing some thinking.

v . KATHERINE: What have you been thinking about?

ETHAN: We've been dating for two years now and it's been great.

KATHERINE: | definitely agree.

ETHAN: | know that I'm really in love with you.

KATHERINE: | feel the same way about you.

ETHAN: | brought you out tonight to ask you something special.

KATHERINE: I think | can guess what you are going to ask but please

ask anyway.

ETHAN: Will you marry me?

KATHERINE: Yes! Of course. | can't imagine spending the rest of my
life with anyone else.

!
ETHAN: Should we tell anyone?
KATHERINE: Let's call our parents tonight.
ETHAN: Isn'tit a little late to call?
KATHERINE: No. My mother will be so happy to hear this news she
won’t care what time it is.
ETHAN: Allright. Should we tell anyone else?

KATHERINE: Why don’t we call our close friends tomorrow?

ETHAN: Sure, but how about everyone else?




KATHERINE: We can mail out announcements to distant relatives. We
could also post a message in the newspapers.

ETHAN: Whatever makes you happy.

KATHERINE: I'm very happy right now. | can’t believe this is really
happening.

ETHAN: When would you like to set the date?

KATHERINE: It will have to be sometime next year.

ETHAN: Why do we have to wait so long?

KATHERINE: Because | need lots of time to plan this wedding. There

are many things to do and | won't be rushed for such an important event.

ETHAN: | wouldn’t dream of doing that.

ELAINE: Happyanniversary?, darling!

BOB: Happy anniversary to you too.

ELAINE: | can't believe we've made it this long.
BOB: Fifty years is a long time.

ELAINE: Not many people can say that they've made it to their golden
wedding anniversary.

BOB: That's a fact.
ELAINE: The years have just flown by.

BOB: It doesn’'t seem like fifty years have passed since we got married.
It just seems like yesterday that | first met you.




ELAINE: Wasn't it nice of our children to throw us such a lovely party?

BOB: | can't believe they went to so much trouble for us.

ELAINE: They must love us a lot to have planned such a large and expensive party.
BOB: And they managed to keep it a secret from us. | was so surprised when we
arrived to find all our family and friends gathered to help us celebrate this special occasion.
ELAINE: I'm amazed that so many people are here.

BOB: Did you see that cousin Margaret came?

ELAINE: Yes, | did see her.

BOB: She flew all the way here @alifornia? from her home in New York just for
this party.

ELAINE: Ireally appreciate that so many people took time out of their busy schedules
to wish us well.

BOB: | think they would like us to say something to the guests.
ELAINE: | don't think | can express in words how happy | feel.

BOB: Why don't we just say how much we love them and each other? Isn’t that what
this day is about?

?
ELAINE: | guess keeping it simple is best. There’s really no need for a long speech. |
want everyone at the party to enjoy themselves.

ol _
I LUCY: Did you hear aboutt Cathy and Bilf
m{a\i



STEVEN: No. What happened to them?

LUCY: They got alivorce®.

STEVEN: Really? | thought they had a really solid marriage.

LUCY: So did I, but they separated six months ago.

STEVEN: | didn’'t hear anything about it.

LUCY: The divorce was finalized last week.

STEVEN: Why did they divorce?

LUCY: They just weren't getting along anymore and they were fighting a lot.
STEVEN: What will happen to their children?

LUCY: They are going to stay with Cathy during the weekdays and with Bill on the
weekends.

STEVEN: Was the divorcamicable’?

LUCY: Yes, they both agreed it was for the best.

STEVEN: That's good.

LUCY: There’s nothing sadder than a bitter divorce.

STEVEN: The divorce could have dragged on for years if either one them didn’t agree to it.

LUCY: Itwas also good that they could easily agree how to fairly divide up the marital
property®.

STEVEN: It's a shame when the divorce takes forever, because they cannot decide
who gets what.

LUCY: Allin all, their divorce wasn’t too bad.

STEVEN: Nevertheless, | still think it's heartbreaking when a marriage splits up.




? SUBSTITUTIONS

I've beendoing some thinking
pondering® something
considering some things
reflecting on some things

| know thatl’'m really in love with you.
you're my true love
you're the only one for me
I've fallen head over heels for you

Will you marry me?

Will you spend the rest of your life with me?
Will you be my wife?

Let’s tie the knot.

Whatever makes you happy.

I'll do anything you say.
Whatever you want.

I'll go along with what you want.

| wouldn’t dream of doing that.
Of course not.

| wouldn't dare.

It didn’t cross my mind.

Happy anniversaryjarling!
sweetheart
dear
honey

That'’s a fact.

That's the truth.

So right.

| can't disagree with that.

The years haveust flown by.
passed by so quickly
seemed so short




gone by like they were nothing

It just seems like yesterday that | firstt you.
saw you
laid my eyes on you
became acquainted with you

| can’t believe theyvent to so much troublefor us.
went to such lengths
did so much work
used so much of their time

{1 I’'m amazedthat so many people are here.
surprised
shocked
in disbelief

it Theygot a divorce
split up
ended their marriage
broke up

& | thought they had a reallyolid marriage.
stable
lasting
unbreakable

i The divorce  was finalized last week.
was made legal
became official
was formalized®

i They just weren’t getting along anymoreand they were fighting a lot.
were disagreeing a lot lately
were arguing constantly




couldn’t see eye to eye on anything

anniversary?  [Anl5v\:sErl] n.
California? [KALI5FC:njE] n.
divorce® [dI5vC:s] n.
amicable? [SAmIKED(E) 1] adj.
property® [5prRpEtI] n.
ponder® [5pRndE(r)] v.
acquainted ”  [ESkwelntld] adj.
formalize® [5fC:mElalz] v.




MONOLOGUE

Every culture has its own opinions about marriage. Some countries hold the
idea of marriage up so high as to make it seem everhstng®. As late as fifty years
ago in America, people who got divorced were looked down upon in society so much
that people would stay in an unhappy relationship rather than face their peers. The
situation is much changed now. Marriage in the U.S. is not an unbreakable bond.
Sadly, current divorce rates are quite high in America. Some studies think the
numbers might be as high as 50%. With this rate being so high, divorce has lost
much of its stigm a'®, orsham e. Neverthe kss, it & stillan unp Easantexperence
thatm ostpeopk woul lke o avol. D worce becom es even m ore com plcatd
when the coupk has chilren. The coupk m ustdecde who shoull take care ofthe
chibdren when. Ifthey cannotdecie then they m ustgo  a courtto Eta jdge
resole the probEm . Despie the unpkasantness!® ofdivorce,,ofen tin es,Am eri
cans hink itk betierto end a m anage than contnue © be unhappy w ith a person.
Contem porary® Am ercan society has had a dealw ith the factthatdivorce b a
reality and peopk cannotbe sham ed nto stayihg m amied.

everlastin® [evESIB:stIN] adj.
stigma® [GstI”mE] n.
unpleasantne$s [Qn5plezEntnls] n.
contemporar$? [KEn5tempErErl] adj.

KXGRAMMAR TIPS

It

It

e.g. It's half past six.
It's a long way to the town.
It's raining hard.

How is the
weather What time How is it




LESSON 17 Sightseeing

"BASIC PATTERNS

241 _Have you ever seen the Grand Canyon?

242 .The view is wonderful from up here.

243.Let go watch the sunset.

2441t  hard to get a picture in this light.

245.The crowds spoiled the scenery.

246.The paved road up to the mountain ruined the sense of nature.
247_1 want to see the desert in western China.

248 .He said that the coast was beautiful at sunrise.

249.The train goes through some beautiful country.
250.Winter is the best time to visit because the snow is so beautiful.
251 _Where should we go for our vacation this year?

252.1 agree that Disney World is a great place for children and
they would have a lot of fun, but. . .

253.1t  important for the kids to see such an important
American landmark.

254.1t  very popular and they only give a limited number of
tours a day.

255.Part of sightseeing is tasting new foods from different places.




A ERY

DIALOGUE

[

SARAH: Where should we go for our vacation this year?

WILLIAM: I'm not sure. Do you have some place in mind?

SARAH: Why don’t we take the kids to Disney World?

WILLIAM: | agree that Disney World is a great place for children and
they would have a lot of fun, but. . .

SARAH: But what?

WILLIAM: That sounds very nice, but isn't it a little expensive?

SARAH: | guess so. We live in Arizona and Disney World is all the way
over in Florida.

WILLIAM: It will be very expensive to buy plane tickets all the way to
Florida for the three kids and the two of us.

SARAH: Do you think it will be that expensive even if we try to get the
tickets on sale and buy them early?

WILLIAM: 1 still think it would be too costly?

SARAH: Do you have anwlter nativesb?

WILLIAM: How about the Grand Canyon?

SARAH: Why the Grand Canyon?

WILLIAM: Well, it's very famous and the kids can get some fresh air
while enjoying the natural scenery.

SARAH: | think you're right. It's important for the kids to see such an
important Americadandmark?.




WILLIAM: It's also so much closer to us, so we can drive our car to it.
SARAH: Do you think the kids will behave for such a long car ride?
WILLIAM: | believe so.

SARAH: | just don’t want a repeat of the time when we drove to Califor-
nia with the kids. They were horrible. They yelled, cried, and fought

with each other the whole way. Do you remember when Bobby threw
Karen’s doll out the window of the car?

WILLIAM: That was years ago. | think they are old enough now that
they can behave properly.

SARAH: | hope so.
WILLIAM: A road trip might be fun. The kids do like traveling.

SARAH: TI'll just have to make sure | buy enough games and books to
keep them occupied on the ride there.

LUCY: This is all so confusing!

PETER: Just relax and look at the guidebook.

LUCY: | can't decide where we should go first. Where should we go?
PETER: There are many things to seéiifashington®, D.C. It's your

first visit here so | think you should decide.

LUCY: | know there are many sights to see. There are too many. |
can’'t seem to choose one.




PETER: I'll try to narrow down some choices for you. How about the Washington
Monument®?

LUCY: Oh, I've always wanted to see that. Can we go all the way to the top to see the
entire city?

PETER: Sure. What next?

LUCY: Well, I've always admired Abraham Lincoln. Are there any places that can tell
me more about him?

?

PETER: We can go to the Lincolklemorial®.

LUCY: I'd like that. | think he was a great President. In my opinion, | think he was
the best President this country has ever had.

PETER: After that, if you are interested, we could go to Ford’s Theatre.

LUCY: Why there?

PETER: That's the place where Lincoln wassassinated®.

LUCY: That's a littlemorbid?, but I still might like to see that.

PETER: Anything else you'd like to see?

LUCY: Could we take a tour of the White House?

PETER: Yes, but we should get tickets in advance. It's very popular and they only give
a limited number of tours a day.

LUCY: We can't just visit whenever we want?

PETER: Of course not! The security is very strict since the Secret Service guards the
President carefully.

LUCY: Can we also see the Capitol, the Vietham Memorial, the Jefferson Memorial, the




Library of Congress, the National Zoo. . .

PETER: Wait a minute. It will take a week to see all those places.

LUCY: Well, we'd better get started.

MIGUEL: Are you enjoying your holiday to Spain?

EMMA: Very much.

MIGUEL: What do you think of my hometown?

EMMA: | think Madrid is a wonderful city. It will leave a lasting impres-
sion on me.

MIGUEL: I'm so glad that you appreciate my hometown.

EMMA: I'm really grateful that you've been able to take the time to
show me around.

MIGUEL: I'm sure that you would have been fine on your own.
EMMA: I'm not so sure.

MIGUEL: Why?

EMMA: Because my Spanish is very poor.

MIGUEL: It's not that bad. You know quite a bit.

EMMA: Certainly not enough to get around easily. Even if | could speak

Spanish fluently, it has still been very helpful to have someone around who
knows the city well and can show me the best places to see.

MIGUEL: It's been my pleasure.




