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Part 1 Radio News

The Kutztown 13 is a group of Pennsylvania high
school students who face felony charges for computer
trespassing. The students used school-issued laptops to
spy on district administrators, and access outlawed sites.

Parents and students say the district is overreacting, but

school officials say they haven’t been able to stop the

practice with regular discipline.
Section A: Warm-up

Before you listen to the news, discuss the following questions with your partner.

1. Have you ever heard of the astonishing stories about student hackers?



2. Are you for or against their behavior? And why?

Section B: Vocabulary Preview

Use the context to match the underlined words and expressions with their explanations.

Sentences

Explanations

. In the lawsuit, John accused that man of violating his

privacy, and trespassing and demanded for 1 billion
dollars in dangers, which he will donate to children’s

charities.

a.

portable computers

A 12-year-old boy who said he brought powdered
sugar to school for a science project this week has

been charged with a felony for possessing a look-alike

drug.

the lowest level at which something

begins to operate, happen, and

produce an effect

There is a skyrocketing popularity of laptop

computers. They’re completely portable, and they
use less power and make less noise than desktop

models.

. crime

. The Attorney General does not generally provide legal

advice, opinions or representation to county or

municipal governments officials, but will

the

or on

request review written legal opinions and

conclusions of counsel for local governments.

to enter privately owned property or

land without permission

ol

For very soft sounds, near the threshold of hearing,

the ear strongly discriminates against low frequencies.

lawyer

Internet-savvy students rely on the Internet to help

them do their schoolwork.

to avoid by going round

When President Bush last week signed the bill
the he

reserved the right to bypass the law under his powers

outlawing torture of prisoners, quietly

as commander in chief.

. to throw in a careless or aimless way

. I didn’ t mean to toss the sweater to you. I mean to

throw it out.

. know-how

. It is also proposed that the probation period for new

employees should be shorter, and more restrictions be

put on failure to pay wages and inadequate insurance.

L

the process of testing for a fixed length
of time the suitability of a person”’s

character, abilities, etc.




Section C. First Listening

Listen and decide whether the following statements are true or false.

1. The Kutztown 13 is a group of Pennsylvania high school students who face crime
charges for stealing computers. )

2. The students trespass the computer by hurting the computer system, altering their
grade or crashing the server. )

3. Eventually most of the 13 students receive only probation rather than being charged.

¢ )

4. According to Don Knezek, the CEO of the International Society for Technology and

Education, some districts restrict students’ e-mail on school computers. )

(2]

The possible reason for students’ computer trespassing is that students are having

major impact on decision-making at school level. (G
Section D: Second Listening

Listen again and complete the following short passage with the words you hear.

The Kutztown 13 was a group of Pennsylvania high school students who faced felony
charges for (1) trespassing. It was claimed that last spring up to (2)
computer savvy students at the high school found and used administrator (3) to
alter their computers. Some of them bypassed Internet filters and (4) banned music
and images from the Internet, and some spied on administrators or (5) chat
programs that weren’t allowed. After weeks of (6) over the charges against the
students, most of the 13 students were offered informal adjustments, which meant only a
written apology and (7) service.

As to whether the students really committed any crime, (8)

. The students side said no. They believed that the students

never did some serious damage to the computers; while the school side argued that the

computer policies (9) . They held

that the educational tool for students was expected to be used appropriately and not used
personally. When it came to the debate over internet filters on computers and the struggle
over how much freedom students should have, Don Knezek, the CEO of the International

Society for Technology and Education said that (10)

. The key was involving the students in the crafting of the policies. Since

the school district did send its message loud and clear, it was highly likely that the students

were not going to do anything with computers that they shouldn’t be doing.



Part 2 Print News
It’ s become routine for kids to conduct IM conversations, watch TV and do Google
searches at the same time. It wasn’t long ago when kids used to rave about their radios and

CD players.
Section A: Pre-reading activities

| . Composing school /class news
Suppose you are a news reporter of your school newspaper, now please compose a news story
of something deserved to be reported in your class or school. You may discuss with your
group members and each group is supposed to report its news to the whole class.
[. Group discussion: multitasking
Work in groups and discuss the following questions.
1. In the following pictures, which do you often use in your daily life? And can you also
list some other electronic gadgets ( ) you use?
2. Try to work out the meaning of “multitask” based on your knowledge of word
building.
3. Describe your experiences of doing several things at the same time with more than
one of the appliances displayed above. Base your description of the multitasking on
your or your classmates’ experiences and please list as many multitasks as you can.

4. Is it more efficient to do several things at the same time?




Section B: While-reading

Are kids too plugged in'?

What’s all that digital juggling doing to their brains, family life?

(Editor’s note: The following is a
summary of this week’s Time magazine cover AR ) T T PERLITIES (7 PR MELS MY TN |
story. Tonight, learn how kids’ obsession
with their electronic gadgets 1is seriously
affecting family life on “Anderson Cooper
360%%,” 10 p.m. ET®.)

Today 82 percent of kids are online by the
seventh grade, according to the Pew Internet
and American Life Project®.

The big finding of a 2005 survey of
Americans ages 8 to 18 by the Kaiser Family

Foundation is not that kids were spending a

larger chunk of time using electronic media—
that was holding steady at 6. 5 hours a day
(could it possibly get any bigger?)—but that

they were packing more media exposure into

&

that time: 8. 5 hours’ worth, thanks to “media multitasking ”—listening to iTunes’,
watching a DVD and IMing® friends all at the same time.

Human beings have always had a capacity to attend to several things at once. Mothers
have done it since the hunter-gatherer era—picking berries while suckling an infant, stirring
the pot with one eye on the toddler.

Nor is electronic multitasking entirely new: We’ ve been driving while listening to car
radios since they became popular in the 1930s.

But there is no doubt that the phenomenon has reached a kind of warp speed in the era of
Web-enabled computers, when it has become routine to conduct six IM conversations, watch
American Idol on TV and Google the names of last season’s finalists all at once.

But what’ s the impact of this media consumption? And how are these multitasking
devices changing how kids learn, reason and interact with one another?

Social scientists and educators are just beginning to tackle these questions, but the
researchers already have some strong opinions.

Although multitasking kids may be better prepared in some ways for today’s frenzied
workplace, many cognitive scientists are positively alarmed by the trend. “Kids that are
instant messaging while doing homework, playing games online and watching TV, I predict,

5



aren’t going to do well in the long run,” says Jordan Grafman, chief of the cognitive
neuroscience section at the National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke’.

On the positive side, Gen M® students tend to be extraordinarily good at finding and
manipulating information. And presumably because modern childhood tilts toward visual
rather than print media, they are especially skilled at analyzing visual data and images,
observes Claudia Koonz, professor of history at Duke University. A growing number of
college professors are using film, audio clips and PowerPoint presentations to play to their
students’ strengths and capture their evanescent attention.

By the time many kids get to college, their devices have become extensions of
themselves, indispensable social accessories.

“The minute the bell rings at most big public high schools, the first thing most kids do
is to reach into their bag and pick up their cell phone,” observes Denise Clark Pope, lecturer
at the Stanford School of Education, “never mind that the person(they’re contacting) could
be right down the hall.”

Many educators and psychologists say parents need to actively ensure that their
teenagers break’ free of compulsive engagement with screens and spend time in the physical
company of human beings—a growing challenge not just because technology offers such a
handy alternative but because so many kids lead highly scheduled lives that leave little time
for old-fashioned socializing and family meals. Indeed, many teenagers and college students
say overcommitted schedules drive much of their multitasking.

Just as important is for parents and educators to teach kids, preferably by example, that
it’s valuable, even essential, to occasionally slow down, unplug and take time to think about
something for a while.

For all the handwringing' about Generation M, technology is not really the problem.

“The problem,” says Sudbury, Massachusetts, psychiatrist and author Edward
Hallowell, “is what you are not doing if the electronic moment grows too large” —too large
for the teenager and too large for those parents who are equally addicted to their gadgets.

In that case, says Hallowell, “you are not having family dinner, you are not having
conversations, you are not debating whether to go out with a boy who wants to have sex on
the first date, you are not going on a family ski trip or taking time just to weg. It’s not so
much that the video game is going to rot your brain, it’s what you are not doing that’s going
to rot your life.”

(By Claudia Wallis, CNN, March 20, 2006)

Word Bank

rave [reiv] 0. (about)
obsession [ob'sefon ] n.

gadget ['gaeds3it ] n. , s
suckle ['sakoal ] V. e
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toddler ['todlo] n.
warp [wop | n. ,
finalist ['fainoalist] n. ( )
tackle ['teekol ] V. .
frenzied ['frenzid] adj.
tilt [tilt] v,
evanescent [,eva‘nesant] adj. ’
accessory [aek'sesori | n. ,
addict [odikt ] . s
rot [rot] v,
Notes
1. Are kids too plugged in?: ?
2. Anderson Cooper 360° (pronounced Anderson Cooper three-sixty) :

(CNN) . o (360

. 2005 2006 , §
365 ).

. Eastern Standard Time (abbr. EST). o

b 9 o

Pew Internet and American Life Project: s

iTunes: o

itune ipod , ipod \ o
IM(Instant Messenger) ; 0

National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke: NINDS,

9 o

N o

. Gen M/ Generation M. the Multitask Generation,

)

b

,  Google , . Generation;

. Generation . .
“  ”(generation), Lost Generation: ,
, 20 20
» Babyboom Generation: . ,
, . 1945 ,
1946 1966 7,000 ,
the baby boomers  babyboom generation, ,

. . Beat Generation: . 20 50



9.

’ b b b ’

s o Generation X; 20 70

Generation Y \
Wireless Generation, : 1)
32) 33) ,PDA 34)
:5) ;6) s D7 .
break of ; ( ) ( )
10. handwringing:
Exercises

I . Answer the following questions briefly.

II.

1.

2
3.
4
5

What are the findings of the survey of the Pew Internet and American Life Project?

. Is multitasking completely new?

What are the negative opinions of the multitasking?

. Is there any positive viewpoint towards the multitasking kids? If yes, what is it?

. What are the suggestions of many educators and professors to the parents of Gen M?

Fill in the blanks with the words or phrases given below. Change the form where necessary.

10.

11

12.
13.

plug in rather than rave about chunk tilt
manipulate indispensable gadget rot presumably
alternative  break of capture

. The design of the bike features a single front wheel and two slim rear wheels. As the
bike slows, the rear wheels back to the tricycle formation.
There is no to hard work if you want to succeed.
As usual, when she woke up, she the radio, switched it on and began to
listen to VOA Special News.

there is a good reason for his absence, as he doesn’t usually stay away from

work.

. With her sweet and lovely smile, the little girl has film-goers’ hearts by
2000.

. Too many electronic in the bedroom make many teenagers sleep much less

than the recommended amount of time.

The new teacher the students’ active performance in the class.

His doctor told him that a balanced diet is for a good health.

What matters was what he meant what he said.

Equally immoderate quantities of drink and ambition his mind.
. Today the money spent on children’s education often meant a big of the
family income.

Doctors keep trying to him his dependence on the drug.

A clever politician knows how to public opinion.



