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Unit 1

Time-Conscious Americans

budget acute replace elbow brief opening
interaction leisure assess probe conduct obtain
competent fulfill
result in nothing but  account for go with at hand in person
due to be worthy of

& 1.

budget badzit . Vi . n. CU a.

The government has budgeted £ 10 000 000 for education spending. 100

We have to budget for the coming year now.
The chancellor’ s budget must be approved by Parliament.

Budget dresses are on sale.

1 budget for budget sth. for sth.  budget for sth.
2 balance one’ s budget within below budget
budget account
budgetary a . budgeteer budgeter 7 .
acute okjuit a. @ (2]

Dogs have acute sense of smell.
His judgement is acute.
There is an acute shortage of water in the city.

now ”

acute an acute angle acute appendicitis
acutely ad . acuteness 7 .
acute  sharp
acute

sharp



The knife has a sharp edge.
The big building rises to a sharp peak.
[ have to be sharp with him.
replace ripleis vt. @ (2]
He replaced the book on the shelf.
George has replaced Edward as captain of the team.
replace sb. sth. with sb. sth.
replace a broken window with a new one
replacement 7 . replaceable « .
replace  substitute
replace by  with
substitute for
She substituted honey for sugar.
elbow ‘elbsu wr. n. C
I tried to stop him but he elbowed me out of the way.
He leaned an elbow on the table.
at one’ s elbow give sh. get the elbow

elbow sb. out of the way aside elbow one’ s way into through etc. sth.

elbowroom 7 .
brief brif a. @ (2] ot .
Mozart' s life was brief.
The professor gave a brief talk to the students.

The president has been fully briefed on the current situation in Haiti.

1 in brief = in short

In brief your work is bad.

2 brief brief sb. on sth.
He briefed her on her job.
briefly ad . brevity . briefing 7.

briefcase n .
brief  short “ ?
brief
short
The nights are getting shorter.
The school is a short distance from here.
opening ‘suponiy a. n. @ C 0 C
Her opening remarks at the meeting were brief.
The book’ s opening is dull but the last chapters are interesting.
Such openings are almost non-existent.
opening time the opening night one’ s opening
remarks
open a. v.
interaction interazekfon n. C U
This is called interaction of electrons.
The teacher noticed the interaction between students and teachers.
1 interaction among between sb. sth.

2 interaction with sb. sth.



interaction with each other at parties

interact . interactive a .

leisure lesor n. @ U O U
I have not a moment’ s leisure.
He spends his leisure reading newspapers and magazines.
He doesn’ t like a life of leisure.
1 at leisure
I' m quite at leisure if you want me to help you.
2 at one s leisure
Drop in to see us at your leisure.
3 wait sb’ s leisure
Don’ t hurry [ can wait your leisure.
leisured a . leisureless a . leisurely a . ad .
assess o'ses vl .
It' s difficult to assess the effects of the new legislation just yet.
assess assess sth. at sth. assess sth. as sth.
They assess the value of the house at over $ 250 000. 25
I' d assess your chances as extremely low.

assessable a. assessment 7 . assessor n .

probe proub v. @ (2] n. @ C
0 C
She tried to probe his mind to find out what he was thinking.
The doctor probed the wound.

It' s a probe into the disappearance of government funds.

probe into
The journalist was probing into several financial scandals.
probing a . probingly ad .
conduct kon'dakt ‘'kondakt w. @ (2] n. U

She was appointed to conduct the advertising campaign.
Copper conducts electricity better than other materials do.
I' m sorry to see your bad conduct at school.
1 conduct oneself well badly etc.
How did the prisoner conduct himself
2 conduct
All his conduct is far from satisfactory.
conductible a . conduction 7 . conductive a .

conductivity 7. conductor 7 . conductress 7 .

obtain ob'tein vr.
We wished to obtain first-hand information.

I haven' t been able to obtain that record anywhere can you obtain it for me

obtain sth. for sb.
obtainable a . obtainment 7 .
competent kompitont a.

He' s a highly competent driver.



1 competent as

Is she competent as a teacher
2 for

He is competent for teaching English.
3 at in

He' s not competent at in his work.

He was not competent to look after young children.

competence 7 . competently ad .
competent  qualified “ ?

competent

qualified

He is well qualified to do the job.

fulfill ful'fil . @ (2)

If you make a promise you should fulfill it.

The traveling library fulfills an important need for people who live far from the town.

Does your job fulfill your expectations
fulfill oneself

He was able to fulfill himself through music.
fulfilled a . fulfillment 7 .

I

1

result in
The talks resulted in reducing the number of missiles.
1 result from

Any damage resulting from negligence must be paid for by the borrower.

2 result as a result as a result of
with the result that without result
nothing but

Don’ t worry for my illness what I need is nothing but a few day’ s rest.

Nothing but a miracle can save her.
1 nothing but +n.
Nothing but doubts prevents you from succeeding.
2 anything but ~ nothing but anything but “
account for
His illness accounts for his absence.
1 account to sb. for sth.
You should have to account to me for this.
2 account for sb. sth.
QOur anti-aircraft guns accounted for five enemy bombers.
go with
Responsibility goes with becoming a father.
1 go with sth.
He always goes with his party.



Five acres of land go with the house.
These new curtains don’ t go well with your carpet.
2 go with sb.
He goes with a girl these days.
I can not go with you on that.
at hand @ (2]

His question was not related to the matter at hand.

He lives close at hand.

The examinations are at hand.

Having the right equipment at hand will be very helpful.

1 at hand close at hand ~ near at hand.
2 at hand by hand in hand  on hand
by hand
The rug was obviously made by hand.
in hand

I still have some money in hand.
We have the situation well in hand.
on hand
We have some new woolen goods on hand.
in person
You may apply for tickets in person or by letter.
in person personally
She presented the prizes personally in person.
due to
The flight was cancelled due to the fog.
due to  owing to
He was late due to owing to the heavy traffic.
due to be owing to
His death was due to negligence.
be worthy of
He' s a teacher worthy of great respect.

worthy of +

She said she was not worthy to accept the honour they had offered her.

“ n

worthy

That worthy gentleman couldn’ t even tell wheat from barley.

& Il

1. Dogs have a n sense of smell.
A. sharp B. keenly C. strange
2. The education for the coming year is about $4 billion
expected.
A. allowance B. budget C. reservation
3. The court is not hear your case.
A. competent to B. competent for C. capable of
4. Copper electricity.
A. cracks B. equips C. strikes

D. acute

which is much more than what people
D. finance
D. able to

D. conducts



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

. The rain was heavy  and

the land was flooded.

The bad weather prevented us the project on time.

A. to complete B. completed C. completing

The television interviewer

A. invited B. request formally C. demanded
The between the two parties now is open.

A. hospital B. hospitality C. hostile

With winds a sailing ship could outrun a steam ship.
A. profitable B. favorable C. advantageous

I' m not really with the taxation laws here.
A. known B. friendly C. common
His wild behaviour was a great to his mother.

A. disaster B. distress C. disease

i3y Iy .

1.

[\

D
acute sharp keen

acute B keen

. B 40

allowance reservation finance

A

beabletodo

competent for capable of

.D

conduct crack equip strike

A

consequently however whatever

but

D. from complete

D.

D.

D.

D.

the Foreign Minister to comment on the current affairs.

D.

ordered

hostility

beneficial

familiar

disgust

A. consequently B. however C. whatever D. but
. The manager once again made a inspection of all the data before making the final decision.
A. leisure B. at leisure C. leisurely D. leisure of
. The police the evidence by legal means that George murdered his wife.
A. achieve B. gains C. obtained D. plain
. After listening to his speech for 3 hours the audience became
A. restless B. excited C. fascinated D. enthusiastic
. The pain in his back from a fall several years ago.
A. terminates B. ends C. results D. is due
The new discovery of oil is of great to the country’ s economy .
A. signature B. significant C. significance D. sign
The house is in beautiful
A. surrounding B. surroundings C. environments D. circumstances
He is our praise.
A. worth B. worthy C. worthy of D. worth of
I'm of watching television let’ s go for a walk.
A. bored B. scared C. tired D. fed
The government the diplomatic note from Japan for its unclear attitude to the trade between two
countries.
A. denied B. refused C. rejected D. objected



6. C
leisurely
leisure of
7.C
obtain
police
8. A
excited
restless
9.C
result from “
" be dueto  “ "
10. C
be of significance = be significant
signature sign
11. B
surroundings
12. C
be worthy of
13. C
be tired of
job. scared of
14. C
deny
to
15. C
16. A
invite B
17. D
hostility ~ hostile “
18. B
favorable
advantageous
19. D
be familiar with
20. B
distress disaster
B | .

prevent stop sb. from doing sth. keep sb. from doing sth.

leisure at leisure
achieve gain
plain
fascinated enthusiastic
"
" terminate  end “

be due from.

significance  value importance
D
environment
circumstances
B
bored “ " with She’ s bored with her
I' m scared of snakes. be fed up with
reject refuse object

C  demanded sb. to do sth. D
" hospital hospitality
profitable
beneficial
known friendly common
disease disgust



i3y I

1. Americans believe no one stands still. L. 1

stand ’ " still
The house has stood empty for months.
Do you stand well with your colleagues

2. Time is one of the two elements that Americans save carefully the other being labor. L. 3—4

the other being labor +
Everybody now being present the meeting began.
His hope shattered he returned to his home village.
3. We are slaves to nothing but the clock. L. 5
be slave to of

An ancient Greek philosopher once said that the rich man was slave to his money.

Quite a number of girls are slaves of fashion.

4. We budget it save it waste it steal it kill it cut it account for it we also charge for it. L. 6—7

1 it time kill time 2 charge for

His intention had been to kill the day in the street.
How much do you charge for a room
5. We want every minute to count. L. 9
count v .
It may not count much today but it will tomorrow.

6. Racing through daytime meals is part of the pace of life in this country. L. 13

race through sth.
The boy raced through his homework in order to watch the football match on TV.

7. Don’ t take it personally. L. 18
take. . . personally

Don'’ t take his negative comments of your plan personally.

8



8.

10.

11.

12.

.. .much less do they take them out for dinner or around on the golf course while they develop a sense of
trust. L. 28—29

much less
She was so tired that she did not want to speak much less sing.

He would not do anything that might disgrace his country much less would he turn traitor.

. especially given our traffic-filled streets. L. 34—35
given given that
Given her interest in children Given that she is interested in children I' m sure teaching is the right career for
her.
This is due partly to the fact that the telephone service is superb here whereas the postal service is less efficient.
L. 46—47
whereas conj .

He says that he paid me whereas I have not received money from him.

Unless a certain amount of time is allowed to elapse it seems in their eyes as if... L. 49—50

1 elapse v. 2 inone s eyes in the eyes of sb.
Three years have elapsed since we last met.
The expert is always right in the eyes of everybody.
...in order to' get it moving”. L. 54 “ "

get sth. doing

Wait until I get the machine running.

& 1y .
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& Comprehension of the Text

I.

1. The attitude is that if one is not moving ahead he is falling behind.

2. Time is treated as if it were something almost real. People budget it save it waste it steal it kill it cut it
account for it they also charge for it. They do this because time is a precious resource.

3. Everyone is in a rush — often under pressure. In the writer' s eyes city people always appear to be hurrying to
get where they are going restlessly secking attention in a store or elbowing others as they try to complete their
shopping.

4. Don’ t take it personally. This is because people value time highly and they resent someone els¢’ wasting” it
beyond a certain appropriate point.

5. This is because Americans generally assess and enquire about their visitors professionally rather than socially.
They start talking business very quickly. Time is always ticking in their inner ears.

6. Americans produce a steady flow of labor-saving devices they communicate rapidly through faxes phone calls
or e-mails rather than through personal contacts.

7. The impersonality of electronic communication has little or no relation to the significance of the matter at hand.

8. It is taken as a sign of skillfulness or being competent to solve a problem or fulfill a job with speed in the U.S.
& Vocabulary

Ir.
. budgeted
. acute 2
. restless 3
. surroundings
. competent 2
. assessing
. elbowed
. conducting
V.
. behind
2. for

10
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