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UNIT ONE

1. My First Day in the United States

I arrived in the United States on February 6, 1966, but I remember

my first day here very clearly. My plane landed at Kennedy Air-
port! at three o’clock in the afternoon, and my friend was waiting
for me there at that moment. The weather was very cold and it was
snowing, but I was too excited ( ) to mind ( ).? From
the airport, my friend and I took a taxi to my hotel. On the way, I
saw the skyline of Manhattan® for the first time. My friend helped
me unpack ( ) at the hotel and left me there. Then he had
to go back to work. He promised to return the next day.

Shortly after my friend had left, I went to a restaurant ( )
near the hotel to get something to eat. Because I couldn’t say a word
of English, I couldn’t talk with the waiter. T was very upset (

) and started to make some gestures ( ), but the waiter
didn’t understand me. I saw a man at the next table eating some-
thing, so I ordered ( ) the same. After dinner, I started to walk
along Broadway.' After a long time, I came to Times Square.®
There were a lot of movie® theatres ( ). neon lights ( )
and huge crowds of people. I did not feel tired, so I continued to
walk around the city. I wanted to see everything on my first day. I
knew it was impossible, but I wanted to try.

When I returned to the hotel, I was exhausted ( )
but I couldn’t sleep. I kept hearing the fire and police sirens (
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)" during the night. I lay awake and thought about New York. It
was a very big and interesting city with many tall buildings and big
cars, and full of noise and busy people. I also decided to learn to

speak English right then.

Phrases and Expressions

arrive in

land at (land at ) ;
be waiting for sb.

at that moment ; ( )

too ... to ...  eessss  seseee

on the way

N O O o~ W N

promise to (promise to, that )

o]

shortly after —~  eeeees

9. get something to eat

10. see sb. doing sth.

11. at the next table

12. walk along ~  eeeees

13. walk around ;
14. keep doing sth.

15. think about/of ; ;
16. full of 3 ’
17. right then

Notes

1. Kennedy Airport
2. The weather was very cold and it was snowing, but I was too ex-
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cited to mind. , ,

. the skyline of Manhattan

skyline “
. Broadway ( , N
)
5. Times Square ( )
. movie [ . ] )

e.g. go to the movies

. the fire and police sirens

Exercises

. Multiple choice questions.
1. On the way to his hotel, the writer .
a. was silent all the time
b. kept talking to his friend
c. looked out of the window with great interest
d. showed his friend something he brought with him

2. He didn’t mind the cold and snowy weather, because

a. he liked such kind of weather
b. he was too excited to mind
c. it was very warm in the taxi
d. it was very warm in the hotel
3. The writer said he saw for the first time.
a. the sky of Manhattan
b. the outline of Manhattan in the sky
c. the top floor of Manhattan
3



d. the big buildings of Manhattan

He went to to get something to eat.
a. a tea house b. a pub
c. a café d. a nearby restaurant

He did not have what he really wanted, because
a. he only made some gestures

b. he did not order at all

c. he could not make himself understood

d. the waiter was unwilling to serve

. The waiter

a. knew what he would order
b. finally understood what he said
c. took the order through his gestures

d. served the same thing the man at the next table was hav-

ing

. After dinner, he

a. walked back to the hotel right away

b. had a walking tour about the city

c. went to the movies

d. did some shopping at Broadway

. That night he could not sleep, because

a. he did not know what to do the next day
b. he was not tired at all

c. he kept hearing the fire and police sirens
d. he was thinking about this great city

. On his first day in the United States, he saw many things ex-
cept .

a. the Statue of Liberty

b. Broadway

c¢. Times Square



d. the skyline of Manhattan

10. From this passage, we know that
a. he didn’t like his first day in the U.S.

b. he can speak some English

c. he was upset because of his loneliness

d. he decided to study English on the day he arrived in the

U.S.

Il. Write T for true and F for false before each of the following

statements.

1.

He was so excited that he did not mind the bad
weather.

He was left alone because his friend had to go
home.

He couldn’t speak English. so he asked someone
for help.

He ate something with a man together.

5. Manhattan is a big city in the United States.

. He did not feel tired, so he went out to see things

here and there after dinner.

. When he went back to the hotel, he was too tired

to sleep.

. He thought New York was a noisy and dangerous

city.

. He felt it was very difficult to study English.
10.

He decided to leave there soon.
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2. Go Over to Speak French

The soldiers had just arrived in France. None ( ) of them

could speak any French except ( YHarry. Harry boasted ( )
that he knew the language very well, but the other soldiers did not
really believe him. He was always boasting about something, and
his words about himself were seldom ( )true.

For 50 days, the soldiers were all kept in camp ( ) s so they
had no need or opportunity ( )to speak any French.' But then
they were allowed to leave for the weekend.

“Now we can see whether you can really speak French or not,”
they said to Harry.

“All right,” Harry answered, “Come with me. and I will show
you.”

About ten minutes after they had left the camp, they saw a
pretty girl of about twenty on the other side of the road.? They all
wanted to speak to her, but of course none of them knew any
French except (perhaps) Harry.

“Now you can show us whether you can really speak French,
Harry,” said one of his friends. “Don’t miss ( Ythe chance. Go
and speak to that girl.”

“All right,” Harry answered. He crossed ( ) the road,
smiled, bowed ( )politely to the girl and started to speak to her.
He said only a few sentences, and the girl’s face turned red. She
smacked ( )his face angrily and walked off.

Harry crossed the road to his friends again, his face all smiles,® and
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said, “There you are I told you I could speak French, didn’t T ”

Phrases and Expressions

0 N O O A~ W

arrive in / at

allow sb. to do sth.

leave for

like to do sth.

start to do sth./ start doing sth.
turn red

walk off

There you are

Notes

1.

. so they had no need or opportunity to speak any French.

b o

. About ten minutes after they had left the camp, they saw a pret-

ty girl of about twenty on the other side of the road.
his face all smiles
, , “ , ” He

was all smiles.

Exercises

Multiple choice questions.
1. Where did the story happen
a. In France. b. In the UK.

c. In Switzerland. d. In Canada.



. Could the soldiers speak French

a. Yes, all of them could speak French.

b. No, none of them could speak French.

c. Yes, some of them could speak French.

d. A soldier named Harry boasted that he could.

. Did other soldiers believe Harry

a. Yes, because they were good friends.

b. No, because they hated Harry.

c. Yes, because they once heard Harry speaking French.

d. No, because Harry was always boasting.

. Were the soldiers allowed to leave the camp

a. Yes, they were allowed to leave the camp after they
stayed there for 50 days.

b. No, they were not allowed to leave the camp.

c. Yes, they were allowed to leave the camp as soon as they
arrived at France.

d. Yes, they were allowed to leave the camp after they
stayed there for a year.

. Whom did they meet after they left the camp

a. A woman of about thirty.

b. An old lady of about seventy.

c. A pretty girl of about twenty.

d. An ugly girl of about eighteen.

. Who went to speak to the person they met

a. A gentleman. b. Harry.

c. A girl. d. A woman.

. What was the girl’s reaction

a. She was happy to meet a soldier who could speak French.

b. She was shy and her face turned red.

c. She was excited and her face turned red.
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