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Text A
A Fox and a Crow

1 .Do you like animals ?
2 . Areyou interested in fables ?Why or why not ?
3 .Do you think it is good for the peoplein big cities to raise animals ?

A fable is a short, fictitious story that teaches a lesson . The
characters in some fables are human beings, but in most fables they are
animals or birds that act like people . In one fable even the sun and the
north wind converse like people. In the following story the characters
area fox and a crow. Thisis an ancient fable that has an important

message .

One day a crow finds a tasty piece of cheese . She picks it up, flaps her wings, and flies
to a high branch of atree to eat it .

Down on the ground, a fox sees her Y Oho ! he says to himself * That looks like a
delicious piece of cheese . Maybe | can get it away from that old crow

He walks over to the tree and calls to the crow in a very friendly voice ¥ You look so
pretty today, Madam Crow " he says ! Your feathers are so beautiful and your eyes so
bright ! And is your voice more beautiful than ever today ?

Now, some people think that crows have beautiful feathers and bright eyes . H owever,
most people do not think that crows have beautiful voices © The crow listens to the nice
words of the fox and likes what she hears . Of course, she triesto sing for him . But as soon
as she opens her mouth, the cheese drops. Snap! The fox has it in his mouth before it
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reaches the ground .
T he fox quickly eats the cheese . Then he turns to the crow and says,” Y ou cannot trust
a person who flatters you ? and runs away ’

r‘ﬁﬂ\. Approximate Length: 250 words

4.«  Reading Time
WPM

', Woerds & Expressions

fictitious [fik ti s] adj .imagined; not real

character [ k r kt ] n.personin a novel, play, etc . ( )

converse [k nv s] v.talk with

ancient [ en nt] adj .

tasty [teisti] adj . having a strong and pleasant flavor; appetizing

flap [fl p] v. (of a bird) fly in the specified direction by moving its wings

branch [br nt ] n.arm-like division of a tree, growing from the trunk or a bough
delicious [di li s] adj .

friendly [ frendli] adj . acting like a friend

feather [ fe ] n.

snap [sn p] v.catch with the teeth

flatter [ fl t ] v .praise sb .too much or insincerely, esp . in order to gain favor for oneself

L]
[

+ Notes
1 . A fableis ashort, fictitious story that teaches alesson .
2 . However, most people do not think that crows have beautiful voices .

3 . Then he turns to the crow and says,” You cannot trust a person who flatters you ” and
runs away .
turn to:
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., ‘BExercises

1 . Questions on the text:
1) What is the difference between a fable and a story ?
2) What does the crow find one day ?
3) What does she do then ?
4) When a fox sees her, what does he say to himself ?
5) How does the fox persuade the crow to give up the delicious piece of cheese ?
6) In the fable, the fox is so clever that he cheats the crow successfully . What is your
comment on this ?
7) What can we learn from this fable ?
2 . Choose the best answer according to the information given in the passage by checking A, B,
CorD.
1) The charactersin this fable are

A .afox and acock
B . acrow and a cock
C .awolf and a crow
D .afox and a crow
2) After the crow picks up the food, she

A .goes to tell her dear friend, a fox

B . comes back to share it with her two little babies

C .flies to a high branch of atree to eat it

D . runs to her neighbor, a sick bird to share the food with it
3) Most people do not think that crows

A . have beautiful voices
B . have ugly feathers

C . have sharp teeth

D . are kind-hearted

4) The crow feds about the fox' swords .

A .angry B .glad C . funny D .sad
5) eats the cheese at last .

A . Thefox

B . Thecrow
C .Both the fox and the crow
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D . Nether the fox nor the crow

3 . Choose the right meaning for each of the following Chinese phrases by checking A, B, C or
D.

1)
A .story B . fiction C .fable D . novel
2)
A .fase B . fictitious C . abstract D . organized
3)
A .converse B . say C . speak D . tdl
4)
A .tree B . post C . branch D . trunk
5)
A .bitter B . tasteless C . sweet D . ddicious
Text B

Getting Advice from Strangers

1 . What will you do when you get into a problem in life?
2 .Do you like to talk about your problem with a stranger ?
3 . Will you consult your parents or friends when you have some problems ?

Most Americans don' t like to get advice from members of their family . When they need
advice, they don' t usualy ask people they know . Instead, many Americans write letters to
newspapers and magazines which give advice on many different subjects, including family
problems, sex, the use of language, health, cooking, child care, clothes, and how to buy a
house or acar .

Most newspapers regularly print letters from readers with problems . Along with the
letters there are answers written by people who are supposed to know how to solve such
problems ! Some of these writers are doctors; others are lawyers or educators . But two of
the most famous writers of advice are women without special training for this kind of work ?
One of them answersletters addressed td Dear Abby ” Theother isaddressed a8 Dear Ann
Landers ” Experience is their preparation for giving advice .

There is one writer who has not lived long enough to have much experience ° She is a
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girl named Angel Cavaliere, who started writing advice for newspaper readers at the age of
ten . Her advice to young readers now appears regularly in the Philadelphia Bulletin in a
column called DEAR ANGEL .

-~ Approximate Length: 200 words
r’;lﬁ_\‘n PP g

s« Reading Time
WPM

., Werds & Expressions

advice [ dvais] n.idea given about what to do or how to behave
write to sb .

instead [in sted] adv.

subject [ s bd ikt] n.

sex [ seks] n.

regularly [ re jul li] adv.

suppose [s p uz] v. believe, assume

solve [s Iv] v.find an answer to a problem

lawyer [ | j ] n. person who is trained and qualified in legal matters
educator [ ed ukeit ] n.

special [ spe |I] adj .not usual, common or genera

address [ dres] v.

preparation [ prep re n] n.

- Notes
1 . Along with the letters there are answers written by people who are supposed to know how
to solve such problems .
be supposed to do sth .:
2 .But two of the most famous writers of advice are women without specia training for this

kind of work .
3 . Thereis one writer who has not lived long enough to have much experience .
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. ‘Exercises

1 . Questions on the text:

1) From whom do most Americans like to get advice ?

2) What kinds of subjects do newspapers and magazines offer advice on ?

3) Areletters from readers printed by newspapers and magazi nes ?

4) Do the writers of advice need necessary training ?

5) Do you believe that a ten-year-old girl is capable of answering the young readers’
letters accurately and effectively ?

. Choose the best answer according to the information given in the passage by checking A, B,
CorD.
1) Americans usually ask for advice when they make decisions .
A .their friends
B . ther parents
C . strangers who give advice in newspapers and magazines
D . strangers who work in the government
2) Letters to newspapers and magazines are
A .printed regularly by most newspapers
B . printed altogether in a week
C . printed according to the reader’ s idea
D . never printed without the writer s agreement
3) If one wants to be a good writer of the answers to the letters for advice, he
A .has to accept specia training
B . has to work as an editor for two years
C . should be over 20
D . is supposed to be just himself
4) It is for people without much experience to give advice for newspaper
readers .
A .likely B .impossible C . usud D . common
5) It islikely that writes most of her advice for young readers .
A .Ange Cavaliere B . Ann Landers
C .Dear Abby D . all of them

3 . Decide whether each of the following statements is true or false according to the information
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given in the passage . Then, in the space provided, write a T for the true statement and an F

for the false one .

when they have problems .

magazi nes .

the letters for advice .

1) In general, most Americans don’ t like to consult their family members

2) Newspapers and magazines only give advice on housework .
3) Answerstothe letters are only given by the editors of the newspapers and

4) People without special training can also be good writers of the answers to

5) Ann Landers is probably the name of a reader with problems .

4 . Choose the word or the phrase which is closest in meaning from Column B to match the one in

Column A, and write your answers in the spaces provided .

Column A Column B
1) ask A .expected
2) advice B .reply

3) solve C . require
4) supposed D .do with
5) answer E . opinion

5 . Choose the best word form to fit into each sentence, making changes where necessary .

1) advise, advice, advisable

A .If you take my , you' Il make progress in study .
B . Do you think it to wait ?
C.We them to start early .

2) regular, regularity, regularize
A .We meet with great

B . This patient’ s pulse and heartbeat are

C .Illegal immigrants can their position by obtaining the necessary

residence permit .
3) suppose, supposed, supposing

A .They were to be here an hour ago .
B. that it rains, can we have the match indoors?
C . His generosity is merely a form of self-interest .

4) educate, education, educational
A .His mother is an worker .

B . When he was young, he received a medical
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C . His parents tried their best to his ear for music in his early age .
5) prepare, preparation, prepared
A . Students are very busy now because they are for their final
examination .
B . Professor Li always makes full for his classes .
C . The President delivered a well- speech to the public .
Text C

American Congress

1 .Do you know who the first President of the United States was ?
2 . How much do you know about the American Government ?

In the United States Government, Congress makes the laws . Congress has two parts,
which are more or less equal in power . T hey are known as the House of Representatives and
the Senate . The House of Representatives is larger than the Senate whose 100 members
(two from each state) serve for six years . The 435 members from the House are elected
every two years, and the number from each state is determined by the population of the
state . For example, California, which has a large population, has forty-three
Representatives, while the state of Nevada has only one ?

The House and the Senate are divided into small groups, which take care of special
matters such as education or foreign affairs . The most important work of Congress is often
done in these groups, which are called committees .

According to the Constitution of the United States, a Senator must be at least thirty
years old and he must have been a citizen of the United States for nine years at the time of his
election © To be elected to the House a person must be twenty-five years old and must have
been a United States citizen for seven years. At the present time, members of Congress
include businessmen, farmers, teachers, and especially lawyers .

In general, Senators are better known than Representatives because they are fewer in
number and serve for a longer time . Many American presidents served in Congress before
they became president . Presidents John Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson, and Richard Nixon were
all representatives and then Senators before becoming President of the United States .



-~ Approximate Length: 280 words
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4.«  Reading Time
WPM

., Werds & Expressions

Congress [ k res] n.the law-making body
more or less

elect [i lekt] v .choose sb . by vote
determine [di t min] v .decide
population [ p pjule n] n.

take care of

foreign affairs

constitution [ k stitju n] n.
citizen [ sitizn] n.

include [inklud] v.

especially [i spe li] adv. specially

L]
[

! ‘Notes

Uint

1

1 . They are known as the House of Representatives and the Senate .

House of Representatives:
Senate:

. For example, California, which has a large population, has forty-three Representatives,

while the state of Nevada has only one . : 43
1

.According to the Constitution of the U nited States, a Senator must be at least thirty years
old and he must have been a citizen of the United States for nine years at the time of his
election . : 30 9

at least:
.In genera, Senators are better known than Representatives because they are fewer in
number and serve for a longer time .



