


Lesson Thirteen

Lesson

Thirteen

Text

How Could Anything That
Feels So Bad Be So Good£;

Maybe it is time to adopt a new strategy in trying to figure out
why life today is so difficultEand what can be done about it. Assume
that not only are things often not what they seem£-they may be just the
opposite of what they seem. When it comes to human affairsE-every-
thing is paradoxical.

People are discontented these daysf-for exampleE-not because
things are worse than everE-but because things are better than ever.
Take marriage. In California there are about six divorces for every ten
marriages 2 even higher in some of the better communities. One must
admit that a good deal of discontent is reflected in those statistics. But
the explanation so frequently offered j& that the institution of marriage
is in a state of collapse j& simply does not hold. Marriage has never
been more popular and desirable than it is nowE»so appealing in factE-
that even those who are in the process of divorce can scarcely wait for
the law to allow them to marry again.

The problem is that people have never before entered marriage
with the high expectations they now hold. Throughout history£the fam-
ily has been a vital unit for survivalE-starting as a defense system for
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physical survivalE-and gradually becoming a unit for economic surviv-
al. NowE-of coursef£-the family has become a physical and economic
liability rather than an asset. Having metf-as a societyE-the basic sur-
vival and security needsE-people simply don’t need each other any
more to fight Indians or spin yarn j& or wash dishes or repair electrical
plugs for that matter. The bonds of marriage and family life are no lon-
ger functionalE-but affectional. People used to come to love each other
because they needed each other. Now it’s just the other way around.
They need each other because they love each other.

Listening to the complaints of those recently divorcedf£-one sel-
dom hears of brutality and desertionf-but usually something likefSWe
just don’t communicate very wellE4i€ The educational differences be-
tween us were simply too great to overcome£§®1 felt trapped in the re-
lationshipE£§® He won’t let me be me£§®2 We don’t have much in com-
mon any more. jXhese complaints are interestingEbecause they reflect
high-order discontent resulting from the failure of marriage to meet the
great expectations held for it. Couples now expect | and demand |2
communication and understandingE-shared values and goalsE-intellec-
tual companionshipf-great moments of intimacy. By and largeE-mar-
riage today actually does deliver such momentsE-but as a result cou-
ples have gone on to burden the relationship with even greater de-
mands. To some extentE-t has been the success of marriage that has
created the discontent.

The same appears to be true in the civil rights movement. The
gains that have been made have led not to satisfaction but to increased
tension and dissatisfactionf-particularly among those benefiting from
such gains. The discontent is higher in the North than in the Southf-
higher in cities than in rural areas.
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The disturbing paradox of social change is that improvement
brings the need for more improvement in constantly accelerating de-
mands. Sofecompared to what used to beE-society is way aheadExcom-
pared to what might beE-it is way behind. Society is enabled to feel
that conditions are rottenf-because they are actually so good.

Another problem is that everything is temporaryE-nothing lasts.
We have grown up with the idea that in order to develop personal se-
curity we need stabilityE-rootsE~consistencyf£-and familiarity. Yet we
live in a world which in every respect is continually changing. Wheth-
er we are talking about skyscrapers or family lifeE-scientific facts or re-
ligious values£-all are highly temporary and becoming even more so. If
one were to plot a curve showing the incidence of invention throughout
the history of manf-one would see that change is not just increasing
but actually accelerating. Changes are coming faster and faster {2 in a
sense change has become a way of life. The only people who will live
successfully in tomorrow’s world are those who can accept and enjoy
temporary systems.

People are also troubled because of the new participative mood
that exists today. It’s a do-it-yourself societyExvery layman wants to
get into the act. Emerson’sj®do your own thing jthas become the
cliché of the times. People no longer accept being passive members.
They now want to be active changers.

This participative phenomenon can be seen in every part of con-
temporary life j& on campusE-in the churchf-in the mass mediaf-in
the artsE-in business and industryE-on ghetto streetsE-in the family.

The problem is that modern man seems unable to redesign his in-
stitutions fast enough to accommodate the new demandsE-the new in-
telligenceE-the new abilities of segments of society whichE£-heretofore£-
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have not been taken seriously. ConsequentlyE-people are frightened by
the black revolutionfparalyzed by student activism£-and now face what
may be even more devastating j2 the women’s rebellion.

Society simply has not had these kinds of problems before£-and to
meet them it will have to adopt strategies for their solution that are as
newE-and as differentE-and as paradoxical as are the problems them-
selves.

Instead of trying to reduce the discontent feltEtry to raise the level
or quality of the discontent. Perhaps the most that can be hoped for is
to have high-order discontent in today’s societyE-discontent about
things that really matter. Rather than evaluating programs in terms of
how happy they make peopleE-how satisfied those people become£pro-
grams must be evaluated in terms of the quality of the discontent they
engender. For example£-f a consultant wants to assess whether or not
an organization is healthyE-he doesn’t askEf°Is there an absence of
complaints£gtbut rather§SWhat kinds of complaints are there£gq+

Instead of trying to make gradual changes in small incrementsf-
make big changes. After allE-big changes are relatively easier to make
than are small ones. Some people assume that the way to bring about
improvement is to make the change small enough so that nobody will
notice it. This approach has never workedf-and one can’t help but
wonder why such thinking continues. Everyone knows how to resist
small changesfxhey do it all the time. IfEhoweverf-the change is big
enough£-resistance can’t be mobilized against it. Management can
make a sweeping organizational change£-but just let a manager try to
change someone’s desk from here to thereE-and see the great difficulty
he encounters. All change is resistedE-so the question is how can the
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changes be made big enough so that they have a chance of succee-
ding£¢,

Buckminster Fuller has said that instead of reforms society needs
new formsfve. g. £m order to reduce traffic accidentsE-improve auto-
mobiles and highways instead of trying to improve drivers. The same
concept should be applied to human relations. There is a need to
think in terms of social architecturef-and to provide arrangements a-
mong people that evoke what they really want to see in themselves.
Mankind takes great pains with physical architectureE-and is beginning
to concern itself with the design of systems in which the human being
is a component. But most of these designs are only for safetyE-efficien-
cyE-or productivity. System designs are not made to affect those as-
pects of life people care most about such as family lifeE-romance£-and
esthetic experiences. Social technology as well as physical technology
need to be applied in making human arrangements that will transcend
anything mankind has yet experienced. People need not be victimized
by their environmentsExthey can be fulfilled by them.

The great frontier today is the exploration of the human potential£-
man’s seemingly limitless ability to adaptE-to growE-to invent his own
destiny. There is much to learnE-but we already know thisEthe future

need not happen to usE»we can make it happen.
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Vocabulary

paradoxical /ip  ra'doksikl/ adj. EE
-CIPECUAEXOTAA-TUpA

discontented / diskon'tentid/ adj. 2»Ad
OapA

appealing /a'pitlin/ adj. T EEUAESDTU
OyA'pA

liability / laio'biliti/ n. O} ,°03£6P04
TRExe°-£3»A0

affectional /o'fekfanal/ adj. £ EOOU£O
.DCé - hAzpA

yarn /jam/ n. E

asset /' set/ n. 2E20£xE2(

desertion /di'zozfn/ n. OAEGE£AE;2

intimacy /'intimasi/ n. GxAUEGXMHi

paradox /'p  radoks/ n. EE-CTgEC
HABAOTE-" AU

accelerate /ok'seloreit/ vt. vi.£ ELEG0
EUE4ET

way /wei/ adv. OTEBTAE

temporary /'temparari/ adj. OYE+pAg-
AUE+pAES»E+pA

plot /plot/ vi. OFj-00T%ESU TV%AET +é

AE"ASTTOOT»OALO

incidence /'insidons/ n. - CEQPA -%E%E-
O°TIEATTYA - YERE-CEGAE

participative /paz'tisipeitiv/ adj. 2108
HAEZTVOpA

layman /'leimon/ n. AATAC£$aPD

cliché /'Klizfei/ n. 3A EAAU=£3A ~EY,
Té

ghetto / 'getau/ n. /Eﬂ/:\ﬁ(;ﬂ

paralyze /'p  rolaiz/ vi. E1¥276£f2
T+o¥%

engender /in'dzenda/ v1. 20EGEST 3EEA
Oy£d

assess /a'ses/ vt. & 2E20£@:0DD 1A
YOERAYD

increment /'inkromant/ n. 0632£86%0

T£860u
mobilize /'moubilaiz/ vr. T OxEp+T"
transcend /tr  n'send/ vt. 3-0%

adapt /o'd  pt/ vi. EEO}
destiny /'destini/ n. AGOE

Notes on the Text

1. figure out NYEASOLHE36£ATHA
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10.

11.
12.

13.
14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

There are about six divorces for every ten marriages.

A¢E®, 5»€060D%TOPAN, BAE»EPA; £

. The explanation so frequently offered 2 that the institution of marriage is in a

state of collapse §2 simply does not hold.
A¢A¢ . 30PAKAETEHR »E00pA” « 137 10U+AAEPAX” T-E£6N2»0UODDSAE i £
in a state of OUj-x"T1-0D
hold T-38" +£30£0DDSE¥A1D
for that matter %TACYpEATBAUE2@OUACYPEA
Now it’s just the other way around. TO0UGé;60y°ATa-" i£
have much in common 0P°UTa121-pA
by and large “618eNO£ES» °aeAl
burden. . . with. . . %0j-_Op£0U;-
He won’t let me be me.
E02»EATOEUTOXOTE " +EEGEUTOX0%CUAD, TOEAT Tx0%CuATE - T  PCEUEEGE
higher in the North than in the South
0aAY°the Northj®[°the Southj=0+30, AALOpA++-YOTAT -1hi £
in a sense ~OA3000804ETEN
Emerson’sj ° do your own thingj*
Ralph Waldo Emersonf-49 EA%TAALGOUNSYOERE3« - ¢»0xOUCUA  6POLGa2»EC
O»TTAE - A+3EE»000T® «12i§°do your own thingjHU 20 EALT 60 A&~ (10g0»
E3ETaT+ - hABCAEEPAA+DDOAOTEBAA +1 Tx00ECT  6D0 i £
mass media 600" «Ak
black revolution
20 EAUT 60 A& GAALGOUEET0UE j OpOTOT%-YARLNE TateDDUAT - Ou
student activism
N§EuT20pOTOTEG»aA; pAfe2EE j LAYUEADDYT
women’s rebellion
T+-1hpA  %A0%A - AOET £8%0U~ 0pO+8ACEOCT FAEGDTEUAADE " T30TOPYA - A3H
ATiE
can’t help but. . . G&2»x0%hixASEAES» AUxOASEAL TP OF
in terms of | U%YES O0£6A j-pAEYTE -%-"£50 - - A EuA” £0
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19. take pains -G3EETO=xDT, u@x0ASEALA-AL x6ASEA
20. concern oneself with sth. 1@DAj-£%0AT -

Work on the Text

I  True or falsef¢

1. Human affairs are paradoxicalE-because they are better than ever.

2. Those who are in the process of divorce can not wait for the law to
allow them to marry someone else.

3. The function of the family has changed from a defense system for
physical survival to a unit for economic survival.

4. Both marriage and family life are affectional nowadays than func-
tional.

5. People today have higher expectations for marriage than before.

6. To some extentE-the success of marriage has resulted in the discon-
tent.

7. The only people who will live successfully in tomorrow’s world are
those who can accept and enjoy stable and steady system.

8. Although people accept being passive membersE-they want to be
active changers.

9. Modern men are not fast enough to meet the new demandsEmnew in-
telligence and the new abilities of segments of society.

10. People are afraid of the black revolution and activism but they are

not afraid of the women’s rebellion.
11. In today’s societyE-high-order discontent is more advisable than
the reduction of the discontent felt.
12. Human beings have more inventions today than ever before.
13. It is not so easy to make big changes as to make small ones.
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14.

15.

According to Buck Minster FullerE-society needs new forms rather
than reforms.

The author of this article believes that we can make future happen
in our way exploring human potential and ability to adaptE-to

growEto invent our own destiny.

I Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below.
Change the form where necessary.

affectional asset take pains way hold

figure out destiny valid transcend incidence

evaluate adapt liability discontented paralyze

intimacy can’t help but mobilize paradox

1. One of the siriking facts of nature is the ability of living things to
themselves to practically any environment on earth.

2. How to the performance of students is still a problem

that troubles many professors.

. The bond is often very strong at the inception of mar-

riage but it does not always endure.
The of this disease has been greatly reduced thanks to

our health-care program.

5. Since the energy crisisE-these big cars have become a real
. They cost too much to run.
6. Mary is by no means learnedf-nor is she good at any practical
trade. The only she possesses is her beauty.
7. Helen has a look£-as if she never enjoys life.
8. The concept of infinity human understanding.
9. She to see that her guests had everything that they could

possibly want.

10. There is no doubt that what he said years ago is still
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11. The electricity failure the train service.

12. The winner finished the race ahead of the other com-
petitors.

13. The teacher allowed his pupils the of calling him by his
first name.

14. Mrs. Warren felt that had been unkind to her in making
her poor.

15. It’s a £-but the older she getsE-the more active she is.

16. Sam wouldn’t how to print a program until the teacher

showed him how.

17. She is still working on it despite all the adversities. 1
admire her indomitable spirit.

18. As the circumstances have completely changed£-the old theories
concerning economic expansion no longer now.

19. He’s trying to all the support he can obtain for the po-
litical party he has just formed.

I Translate the following into English£°

1. EOET TXUEC3UNEBRECEAEEXARY 2T £

2. TO+%O0T2E®AGOOEN»A3ET20» 6, » T jEp«ATTO30%2UAECEFOOUCE
¢00y°ATa- " {£

3. A&2» AE«TYOLEQ;ETOTEEEUAS000A04ETERDEAUECTOPAE

4. TOACOD221-07NO£

%j LUEUNE%AL02»ECOUATEEANOA j EpexUTAETEPEFOAC»LECODAE 2

DjuAke2hi£

6. O0EAT2x0AGOUTAEUAUER- - 020> °xAE j£

7. 9.11 00°6£AALAE«LG” Y OUL%OYitx” T £

8

9

9]

. %TO0EG+1201oNO£6A” GANECEAKGETXT  »0PUALGYO0R0» j £
. T0»"" 0A} EgNET° +2+002040606EE1aNgO3PACA0E j £
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10. %8, A, pATY2»O0EuALEDAXANSDE KT OYUAEA { £

55" 's

Additional Exercises

I Vocabulary
1. is the study of the way in which money£-industryE-and
trade are organized in a society.

A. Economics B. Ecology C. Economy D. Sociology

2. Although nobody _ his presence£E-Mr. Smith knew he had
been recognized.
A. acknowledged B. admitted
C. requested D. attributed
3. The salesman at the door was so _ that Mother finally bought
something from him.
A. permanent B. persistent
C. perpetual D. permissible
4. The people were by the dictator’s secret police.
A. pressed B. compressed
C. depressed D. oppressed
5. Television has _ motion pictures as America’s most popular

form of entertainment.

A. dismissed B. displaced C. removed D. replaced

6. The girls haven’ta __ of imagination.
A. scrap B. script C. scrape D. scratch

7. My sister felt very _ when her husband forgot her birthday.
A. disappointed B. deceived
C. despaired D. deserted

8. The blue curtains began to _ after they had been hanging in
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the sun for only one month.

A. dissolve B. fade C. melt D. vanish
9. The university is holding a _ on new forms of energy.
A. session B. symptom
C. symphony D. symposium
10. After a thorough searchf-the police ~ most of the missing
jewels.

A. retreated  B. refreshed C. reminded D. recovered

11. You _ your head forward when you bow.
Al tlt B. poke C. elevate D. hoist

12. At the beginning of the school year every teacher is ~ a
classroom.
A. allocated  B. distributed C. sorted D. registered

13. His family _ him in his present action.

A. updates B. upgrades  C. upholds D. upsets

14. This dye is in water.
A. valuable B. soluble
C. indispensable D. sensible

15. Over 1 billion people use wood for fuelE-cooking and heatingE-and

this excessive consumption of wood leads to deforestationE-upset-

ting the _ balance.
A. botanical B. ecological
C. geographical D. biological
16. If you say that somethingis _ £-you mean that you find it ex-
tremely pleasant or enjoyable.
A. gorgeous  B. gracious C. conspicuous D. dubious
17. Businessmen should always _ themselves to the local Cham-

ber of Commerce.
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A. adjoin B. afflict C. affirm D. affiliate
18. The _ at a meeting is the number of people who are present
at it.
A. attendant B. attendance
C. presentation D. retention
19. _ are used to win a battleE-strategy to win a campaign.
A. Tactics B. Combats C. Doctrines  D. Intrigues
20. Henry went to the table again carefully for fear of _ any im-
portant data.
A. ignoring B. skimming
C. slipping D. overlooking
' Grammar
Section A
Directions£®

There are ten sentences in this section. Beneath each sentence
there are four words or phrases marked AE-BE-CE-and D. Choose the
one word or phrase that best completes the sentence.

Example£®
Scarcely had they settled themselves in their seats in the theater
the curtain went up.
A. then B. when C. before D. than

The sentence should read£f° Scarcely had they settled themselves

in their seats in the theater when the curtain went up. j*Thereforef-

you should choose B.

1. I will do it myself _ ask him to do it.
A. than B. instead of
C. in place of D. rather than
2. Of the twelve umbrellasE-Catherine chose ~~ £j

ie301je



DA+aEpOAOCOT.1 =31

9.

A. the less expensive B. the one most expensive

C. the least expensive D. the most expensive of them
There was nothing to be seen for miles a few small houses.
A. besides B. beside

C. except D. except for

Scientists call Newton’s idea gravitation reaches throughout

the universe the law of universal gravitation.

A. which B. that C. when D. where
I will give you the key to the house so you'll have it _ T arrive
a little late.
A. on occasion B. by chance
C. in case D. at times
£-the book presents a clear picture of the subject under dis-
cussion.
A. Being a long book of at least 500 pages
B. More than 500 pages in length
C. Consisting on 500 pages or even more
D. With over 500 pages in its size
I've thrown away my old trousers. I'll have to buy _ £j
A. a new pair B. a new one
C. some new D. some new pair
. The composition ___ any more.
A. need not to be corrected
B. doesn’t need to be corrected
C. doesn’t need be corrected
D. need not correct
This book will show you _ can be used in other contexts.
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A. how you have observed
B. how what you have observed
C. that you have observed
D. how that you have observed
10. _ that you win the prizeE~you will be notified by mail.
A. In the event B. In the event if
C. At all events D. In any event
Section B
Directions£®

There are 10 sentences in this section. Each sentence has four
parts underlined. The four underlined parts are marked AE-BE-C£-and
D. Identify the one underlined part that is wrong.

Example£®
Now that the stress of examinations are overEwe can all relax a
A B C
D

Answer B is wrong because the sentence should read£i° Now that
the stress of examinations is overE-we can all relax a while. j£So you
should choose B.

11. We are suppose to read all of Chapter Seven and answer the ques-

A B C
tions for tomorrow’s class.
D
12. Even though African game preservers have saved many animalsf-
A B
there are much more that will not be saved.
C D
13. The reason she has been such a success is because she never
A B C
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gives up.
D
14. My English teacher said we should write another composition for
A
tomorrow related for our experience at last week’s workshop.
B C D
15. The refugees are very much upset because they have been
A B
deprived to their homeland and their families.
C D

16. As a boyE- was often told that the river was dangerous to bathe.

A B C D
17. If it hadn’t been for your help£- really don’t know what I do.

A B C D
18. If you had gone there to see the matchf~I'm sure you

A
would have enjoyed to see the Chinese Football Team win.
B C D
19. The names Jimmy£-Billy and Bobby end inj°yjtare used
A
especially for childrenf-but they often continue intoadult life.
B C D
20. Of all the works of art shown in this exhibition hall the thing I like
A
more is the needle-workproduced by the workers of Shanghai.
B C D

I Cloze

Unlike most sportsE-which evolved over time from street gamesf-
basketball was designed by one man to suit a particular purpose. The
man was Dr. James Naismith£-and his purpose was to invent a vigor-
ous game that could be played indoors in the winter.

In 1892£-Naismith was an instructor at a training schoolE-which
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