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a beam of 1 a chain of

a beam of  n. phr. @If you put on a bit more you would
[Jaray of light a gleam of not feel cold.

(DCan you see a beam of light from the Notes

hole not a bit not at all not at least

DT m not a bit tired.
I am not a little tired.

@ She welcomed him with a beam of

joy.
@A beam of sunlight came through the
. @He' s not a bit better.
clouds.
a bit  n.or adv. phr. rather
[a]a short time
DWait a bit. (DHe looks a bit like his father.
@ They waited a bit before the bus
came. @The how and the why of it is a bit
like what you said.
[bla small piece some

DCut a bit off the line it is too long. a bit of n. phr.

[Ja small amount of

There is ice in the ba h . . .
@There is no rice in the beg but he (DThere is a bit of water in the bottle.

can find a bit in the jar.

@I know a bit of English.

[©a lit’tle ) ) @ There’ s only a bit of bread left on
DI m feeling a bit cold. the table.

a chain of ».pnr.



a copy of

a few

[Ja series of a number of connected

things events etc.

DLi Ming' s success in English made

his teacher have a chain of thoughts.

(@His coming caused a chain of events

to occur in our town.

a copy of n.phr.
[@]something that is made to look exactly
like another thing

(DPlease send a copy of this letter to
Mr. Brown.

@The picture on my wall is a copy of a
painting by Xu Beihong.

[bla single example of a magazine book

newspaper etc

D1 ordered two copies of this book
from abroad.

@Over one thousand of copies of the
book were sold.

a couple of n.phr.
[@]two people or things usually thought of

together

(DMary and my brother are a couple of
friends.

@ He spent a couple of days in the
country.

Notes couple pair

Dcouple

I bought a couple of shirts.

@ pair
I bought a pair of gloves.

[bla small number of a few
(DI have a couple of things to do.

@1In a couple of months he will come

back.

a crop of
[Ja large number of a group of things

n.phr.

coming together

(D There are a crop of new books on the
desk.

@We are going to overcome a crop of
difficulties.

Notes

a crowd of

[[Ja large number of people or things col-
lected together

n.phr.
a pile of

(DThere are a crowd of people on the
road. What is happening

@ There are a crowd of steel plates in
front of the house.

@A crowd of people at the football
match gave cheers for our team.

a far cry
[very different from

adj . phr.

@DOur lives are a far cry from the ones
before.

@My ideal is a far cry from his.

a few
a small number of people or things

n.or adj.or adv. phr.

some



a few of

3 a good many or a great many

[aln. phr.

(DAre your friends here
are here.

@A few of those roses are worth buy-

ing.
[bladj. phr.

(DThere are a few differences between

the two.

(@We are going away for a few days.

[ladv. phr.

(DWe need a few more English-Chinese
dictionaries.

@I d like a few more red roses.

[dlquite a few a good few

You' Il have to wait a good few weeks.

[e]  the his her

This is one of the few pictures I have.

Notes a a few
few a few
“ " few “
" Few of those roses are worth
buying.
b a few a little
a few
a little
a few of

n.or adj. phr.
[[Ja small number of

DI know a few of the students have

made that mistake but most of them

Yes a few

adj .or adv. phr.

[a]quite a lot of things events ect.

(DHe ate a great deal.

@ Tom' s mother knows a great deal

about the technique of singing.

[blquite a lot very much
(DHe ran a good deal faster than 1.

@My hometown has changed a great
deal. Now we lead a happy life.

a good deal of or a great deal of
n. phr.
[much a large amount of

(DShe has a great deal of work to do.

@A good deal of money was spent on
the project.

Notes a

good deal of heat a great

deal of energy

a good many or a great many
n.or adj. phr.

[@ln. phr.

MDA good many of the beautiful flowers
were white.

@A good many of the trees were de-
stroyed in the storm.

®He has bought a good many of new

i desks.
regret it. Notes a good many of
@1 have seen a few of these movies. of
[blad;. phr.
a good deal or a great deal n.or

(DA great many soldiers were buried in



a great quantity of or a large quantity of 4

a kind of

the cemetery.

@ There are a good many desks and
chairs in the room.

a great quantity of or a large quan-
tity of n. phr.
[a lot of plenty of
(D There are a great quantity of high
precision instruments in the lab.

@We' ve had a large quantity of rain
this summer.
Notes a great quantity of

large quantity of food a
large quantity of good clothes

a great variety of n.phr.
[Ja great number or collection of things
differing in characters

(DAt school we learn a great variety of
things.

@We have collected a great variety of
butterflies.

a group of n.phr.

[Ja number of people or things gather
closely together and considered as a
whole
(D More than a hundred years ago a

group of men women and children
moved from the east to the west.

@A group of little girls was were
playing in the trees.

@A group of boys were waiting by the
school.

Notes

a heap of n.phr.
[Ja pile of a large number of any materi-
al gathered or thrown together into a
pile
(DA heap of difficulties were oppressing
him.

@She’ s had a heap of trouble.

Notes a of
b of
a host of n.phr.

[a large number of
(DWe have a host of difficulties to over-
come.
@Tom has a host of friends but none
of them does a good deal. What do
you think of Tom

a jet of

[[Ja continuous strong stream of gas lig-

n.phr.
uid or flame

DIt sends up a jet of water 125 feet
high. 125

(@The firemen directed jets of water at
the burning house.

a kind of n.phr.
[[Ja group which is part of a larger group
type sort
DI don’ t like reading those kind of
books.

(@He had a kind of feeling that he had
never had before.



a large amount of

a lot of

(@He is a kind of genius.

Notes a a kind of
a kind
of book those kind of books
that kind of book b a
kind of  a sort of a sort of
a kind of

a large amount of
[Ja great deal of much
@D A large amount of gold has been

n.phr.

found in the western parts of the U.

S.A.

(@He paid a large amount of money for
his house.
Notes a large amount of
a large amount of
damage
a little

[Jrather in a small way sort in time dis-

n.or adj.or adv. phr.
tance stature

[@n. phr.
@D You have done a very little for us.

@7 d like some cake just a little.
@ There’ s only a little left.

[bladj. phr.
@DWon' t you stay a little time with
me
@I had a little difficulty in finding the
house.
(®He knows a little French.

[€ladv. phr.
(DThis dress is a little too short for me.

@We are going a little too slowly I am
afraid.
@It has got a little warmer.

Notes a alitle  little
a little “ "
little " "
(D There' s a little wine left in the bot-
tle.

@There' s little wine left in the bottle.

b alittle afew a few
b
alot n.oradv.phr.

[Ja large number or amount very many
or very much

[@ln. phr.
(DShe knows a lot about it.

@1 have a lot to do today.

[bladv. phr.
(DThanks a lot.
@1 think he is a lot older.

@ She spends a lot less money every
month than 1.

whole
@D You are lazy. John is a whole lot
lazier than you.

@I learnt a whole lot from Li Ming in
my childhood.

a lot of
[a large quantity of plenty of much or

n.phr.

many



a mass of

a pile of

(DYou have a lot of records and tapes.
(@She spends a lot of money on dress.

Notes a lot of

amass of n.phr.
[a lot of a great deal of
(DShe has a mass of things to do.

@The ship cut its way slowly through
masses of ice.

(@ There are masses of people in the
hall.

Notes a mass of

a number of

Dsomc several many

n. phr.

(DI have a number of letters to read.

@I’ ve seen the movie a number of
times.

(®He has a number of records.

Notes a a number of

A number of accidents always occur on

such days.

A limited number of cars is available.

large good small certain

a great large number of tourists

a good number of books

a small number of errors
a certain number of young wom-
en
a pair of

[[Ja set of two things of the same kind or

n.phr.
two persons associated together

(DHe has bought a pair of trousers and
two pair s of shoes.

@The pair of pandas were was the
main attraction at the zoo.

Notes a
two
pair s of glasses b a pair
of
a couple of
a pair of
gloves a couple of shirts a

couple of pails of water

a piece of n.phr.
[[a bit of or a part of sth.

(DThere are some pieces of furniture in
the room. And on the desk there is a
piece of paper and five pieces of
chalk.

(@He came into only a tiny piece of the

land.
Notes a
b
piece
a pile of n.pnr.

[Ja number of things lying one upon an-
other a heap of plenty of

(DThe cupboard was full of piles of old
books.
@T’ ve got piles of work to do today.



a series of

able to

Notes of

a series of n.phr.

[Ja group of things of the same kind or
related in some way coming one after
another or in order

a series of shows on TV

a series of concerts

(DThere has been a series of car acci-
dents at the crossing.

(@He suffered a series of mishaps.

@ Tom has read a series of articles
about pollution.

a set of
[Ja group of naturally connected things

n.phr.

group forming a whole
a set of gardening tools

(DThere is a set of carpenter’ s tools in
the room.

@I have bought a set of shelves for the
kitchen.

a sort of—See a kind of
a type of

[a kind of a sort of a class of

n. phr.

(DCotton is a type of material.
@What type of plant is this
(@He is a perfect type of scholar.

a type of
b

Notes

of

a variety of

[[Ja number or a group of different things

n.phr.

a variety of
butterflies
(DThere are a wide variety of people on
the earth.
(@Everyone arrived late at the party for
a variety of reasons.

@ There' s a new variety of rose here.

a view of n.phr.
[Ja sense of a set of opinions

(DThe lawyer hasn’ t yet formed a clear

view of the case.

(@His view of the future world econo-
my is hopeful.

abide by v.phr.
[Jto be faithful to obey laws agree-
ments etc.

(DAs a student you must abide by the
school regulations.

@1 abide by what I said.

able to adj. phr.
[Jhaving the power or the knowledge to
do sth.
(DHe is able to run faster than I.

@Will you be able to come to me to-
morrow

@ He alone has been able to swim
across the channel.

@I was able to catch the last train.

Notes a is am are able to do



above all

according as

can
can
b can

be able to do
c
could

was were able to do

d
could was
were able to do.
e better
more able to best most able to.
above all  adv. phr.

[of first or highest importance most es-
pecially
DAbove all I like learning English.

@A clock must be above all correct.

absent from adj. or v. phr.
[Ibeing away from
@I 1l be absent from home in the af-
ternoon.
(@She was absent from school with a
cold.
(®He absented himself from the meet-
ing.
absorb from
[Jtake in  from

v.phr.

(DAnimals absorb oxygen from air but
plants absorb carbon dioxide.

(@Everything on the earth absorbs heat

from the sun.

® We must absorb more knowledge
from books.

absorbed in  adj. phr.

[Jtaking up the attention of

(D He was absorbed in the book and
didn’ t hear you call.

@My boss is completely absorbed in his
business.

@ The children are absorbed in play.

accept as  v. phr.
[take as believe to be
regard as
(D The Qinhuangdao city committee de-
cided to accept him posthumously as
a member of the Communist Party of
China.

@The old woman accepted the girl as
her daughter.

@ Did you accept his statement as true

accord with v. prr.

[Ibe consistent with

(D Anarchy does not accord with the in-
terests or wishes of people.

@That does not accord with what you
said yesterday.

Notes accord
in accord with.
according as  conj. phr.
[[Jdepending on whether
(D They move into the next class ac-
cording as they pass or fail the exam-
ination.

@ You may go or stay according as



according to+n. pron

act upon——=See act on.

you.

according to + n.
phr.

pron prep .
[Jin accordance with as someone or
something says
(DAccording to Tom Jane got married
last month.

@T' 1l do it according to your instruc-
tions.

@ According to the weather report it is
going to rain tomorrow.

Notes a according as  according to
according as
according to
that what how b

according to in accor-

dance with
account for

[@]explain give the reason of

v.phr.

(DPeter must be ill. It' s the only thing
that will account for his strange be-
haviour.

@It has never been accounted for how
the corrupt official was able to em-

bezzle such a huge sum of money.

[bconsist of
(DThese countries account for about 90
percent of Africa’ s total area and
population.
90%
@ Drunk driving accounts for a large
part of traffic accidents.

act as  v.phr.

[[play the part of serve as
(DMr. Li acted as an interpreter to the
foreign visitors last Sunday.

@Some of the ants act as guards and
soldiers in time of trouble.

act for

[Jserve as the agent of do duties instead
of

(DHe acted for Smith while he was ill.

v.phr.

@He is temporarily acting for her in
that post.

@1 will act for him in this matter.

act on upon
[a]have an effect or influence on

v.phr.

(D This medicine acts on upon the
heart.

(@Heat acts on bodies and causes them
to expand.

(@Alcohol acts on the brain.

[bl follow take advice an instruction an
order a rule

(DThe committee acted on the sugges-
tions the masses made.

@1If my advice had been acted on he

would not have made that mistake.

@ Such views however are not to be

acted upon but to be criticized.

act upon See act on.



act up to add up to
act up to v.phr. add to v.phr.
[do things by putting the principles ex- [Cincrease
pectations a promise one’ s reputation (DThis of course added to our difficul-
into practice ties.

(DBut you didn’ t act up to your princi-
ple.

@1 hope you will act up to the good ad-
vice they’ ve given you.

active in  adj. phr.
[Cdoing a lot of things in

(DHe is active in work.
(@He takes an active part in politics.

adapt for

[Jmake more suitable by altering

v.phr.

(DThe author is going to adapt his play
for television.

@It s surprising that this novel hasn’ t

yet been adapted for the cinema.

(@ These tractors have been adapted for

use in very cold climates.

adapt to

[[Jmake sth. suitable for a new need of or

v.phr.
different conditions

DI think I have adapted myself to the

climate here.

@The new teacher was very slow to
adapt to the unusual rules of the
school.

(@This was to add greatly to his knowl-
edge of the weather.

@1 believe this trip will add greatly to

our understanding of your country.

add up v.phr.
[@lcalculate the total
(D You haven’ t added the figures up
right.
@Adding it all up we’ 1l find the an-

swer.
[b]to make sense be understandable

(DSometimes she would greet him hap-
pily sometimes he found her in
tears. It just didn’ t add up.

(@His words and behaviours didn’ t add
up.
add up to
[almake a total of amount to
(DHis total income adds up to $ 40000

annually. 4

v.phr.

[b] informal mean result in

(DIt all adds up to this

ish man.

he is a self-

@Al this adds up to a new concept of
the universe.



address oneself to

afraid to

address oneself to v. phr.
[Jwork at
(DHe addressed himself to the main dif-
ficulty.

@It s time we should address ourselves
to the business in hand.

(® Addressing himself to the headmas-
ter he defended the students’ be-

haviour.
Notes to
v—ing
admire for v. phr.

[[JLook at with pleasure or satisfaction for
some reason

(DI admire her for her sincerity.
@She admires me for my bravery.

@ Visitors admire Chengde for its beau-
ty.
(®Heilongguan village is admired for its

water.

admit of

[leave room for

v.phr.
(DThe words admit of no other mean-
ing.

@The matter admits of no delay.

@ The regulations do not admit of our

doing that.
Notes « om « om
admit to v. phr.

[a]allow to enter let in
DWe don’ t admit children to this
film.

@0Only one hundred boys are admitted

to the school every year.

[blagree to the truth of
(D She admitted to being easily an-
noyed.
@1 must admit to being ashamed for
what has happened.

Notes to
v—ing
advantage over
[[Jsomething more useful or more helpful
than

n.phr.

(@DTom' s university education gave him
an advantage over boys who had not

been to a university.

@She’ s got the job because she has the
advantage over others of knowing

many languages.

®In the first half we had the advan-

tage over opposing team.

afraid of
[having fear worried about
(DWe should not be afraid of any diffi-
culties.
(@She was afraid of angering her hus-
band and did her best not to make a
noise.

(®He was afraid of being found out.

(@DHe was afraid of losing face.

afraid to adj. phr.
[[Inot daring having fear



after a while

agree with

(DShe was afraid to wake her husband.
@My God 1 am afraid to tell her.

Notes afraid of doing  afraid to do

after a while adv. phr.
[after a little or a short time
(DAfter a while the train stopped at the
station.
@After a while she went on speaking.

after all  adv. phr.
[alin spite of everything
DSo you see 1 was right after all.

@After all the ball is very important.

[blit must be remembered
I know he hasn’ t finished the work

but after all he is a very busy man.

after hours adv. phr.
[later than the usual times of work or
business

(DI look after my grandson after hours.

(@He teaches my grandson how to han-
dle a computer after hours.

again and again
[repeatedly very often

(D The teacher asked the students to

practise the dialogue in pairs again

adv. phr.

and again.

@ Galileo tried the experiment again
and again.

agree about or in
[regard with favour

v.phr.

(DHave you agreed about the price yet
@I don’ t agree in their method.

@After that we could agree about the
procedure of the meeting.

agree on or upon v. phr.
[Jreach a harmonious understanding

about

(DI m sorry we can’ t agree on this.

@ They agreed on going.

(@Finally a detailed plan of work was
agreed upon.

agree to

[[Jgive consent to accept an idea a plan a

v.phr.

suggestion

(DHe didn’ t agree to our plan.
Notes to

(@Has she agreed to go to the cinema
with us

@ They agreed to help me.

@0 to

Notes

agree with v. phr.
[Cshare the same view as



ahead of 13

all at once

DI quite agree with you.
@1 agree with every word you' ve said.

@1 agree with what you say about
him.

Notes with

"

ahead of prep . phr.

[alin a position of advantage or power over
(DTom is ahead of me in class.
(@He is ahead of me in maths.

[blin front before
(D Ahead of us was a river.

@The time here is nine hours ahead of

London.

@ There is a bright future ahead of us.

aim at  v. phr.
[@]point at
(D He aimed at the lion fired and
missed.
@My remarks were not aimed at you.

[blplan to do sth set one’ s heart on

DI aim at becoming an English teach-

er.
@1t is aimed at stopping the black mar-
ket.
aim for v.phr.

[Jhave as the ultimate objective make an

effort towards

(@D We aim for the completion of the
task by the end of the month.

Notes 1 aim for  aim at
2 aim at
aim for
all along  adv. phr.

[@all the time during the whole time
(DHe had been afraid of this all along.
@1 knew that all along.

[blin the direction of the whole length of

(DThe roses all along Yingbin Road will
soon bloom.

@There are cherry trees all along the
path by the lake.

all around
[Jeverywhere all about
(DFrom all around we heard the laugh-

adv . phr.

ter of children.

(@He shook hands all around.

all at once
[aat the same time together

adv . phr.
(DThey answered all at once.

@1 can’ t speak in a low voice and in a
high voice all at once.

[Blsuddenly
(DALl at once he spoke out.

@Al at once she stood up and went out
of the room.



