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Introduction

This is a concise and practical dictionary of the function
words of the modem Chinese language, designed primarily for
leamers of Chinese as a second language. But as the defini-
tions and usages are given both in Chinese and in English,
Chinese students, teachers and linguists may also find it use-
ful.

The entries of this dictionary include all the function
words and function phrases of modem Chinese. There are alto-
gether 947 entries including, 565 adverbs, 59 prepositions, 139
conjunctions, 44 particles, 38 . interjections, 36 compounds, 66
structures.

By "compounds” we mean the idiomatic phrases such as "
XAL"," KA T”,and by structures we mean the functional
structures such as "Bf--- 3 ---", " - #---0.

This new dictionary has several improvements upon its
previous version: All the entries are sequenced alphabetically
instead of by parts of speech; and the examples are all taken
from everyday life rather than works of literature.

Under each entry, some explicit but simple examples are
given. For the convenience of foreign users, the Chinese pho-
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netic alphabet ( pinyin) has been adopted to represent the
pronunciation of words.
There is a phonetic alphabetical index in front of the

¥ .
contents for user s convenience.

August, 1999
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