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Urit One Mythe and Legends

Unit One

In order to understand the world around them, virtually all
early cultures developed myths that explained various aspects of
life and the mysteries of nature. Myth is really a way of thinking
about the past. Myths tell only of that which really happened.
This does not mean that myths correctly explain what literally
happened. It does suggest, however, that behind the explanation
there is a reality that cannot be seen and examined. For exam-
ple, in ancient China, the phoenix, the dragon, the unicorn, and
the tortoise were regarded as sacred creatures that symbolized
various characteristics including wisdom, longevity, indestructi-
bility and power. The ancient Greeks developed a complex sys-
tem of myths related to hundreds of gods and goddesses that
were said to control the fate of all men and women. Whether
myths became part of an established religion or not, they were
always incorporated into stories that could be told and retold as
captivating explanations of natural and supernatural events. And

as such they became cultural treasures that educated and united
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people around common beliefs.

Although the line between myth and legend is often blurred,
myths tend to focus on superhuman animals and gods, whereas
legends glorify a hero or a great event and usually contain an ele-
ment of truth. Like myths, legends became popular stories

handed down from generation to generation.



Urit One Mythe and Legends

1. cunning
n.
The boy showed a great deal of cunning in getting what he

wanted.

a. (1) )

a cunning trick

as cunning as a fox

(2) ,

a cunning little girl

cunningly ad. ; cunningness n.

2. delectable a. ,

What delectable food you cook

delectation n. , ; delectably ad.
; delicious a.
3. dye
n.
a bottle of green dye
L. eeeees
She dyed the dress yellow.
dyeing n. s

4. eloquent a. s s
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an eloquent speaker / lawyer ( )
eloquence n. )

cf. articulate, fluent, eloquent

articulate a. “ , ” . fluent
a. “ 7, eloquent a.
“ ”

. failing n. ,

Procrastination is one of my failings.

fail . , ; failure: n.
. faithfully ad. ,
I promised you faithfully.

o

faith n. ; ; faithful a. , ;
faithless a.
. feast
n. (1 ,

The king held a feast.

o

(2)
Christmas is an important feast for Christians.

o

v. (1) ’
The birds are feasting on the berries.

o

(2)
The king feasted his friends on chicken and coconuts.

o
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a wedding feast ; Feast of Lanterns ;
feast away ; feast on
8. grumble
v, (1) ;

He grumbled at the low pay offered to him.

o

(2)

n. (1) s

The high cost of living was his daily grumbles.

(2)

grumbler n. ; grumblingly ad.

9. invitation n.

(D

Entrance is by written invitation only.

(2) ,

Did you get an invitation to the party

invite . ; inviting a. , ; Invi-
tee n. ; invitatory a.
10. mischievous a.
(D s
One expects healthy children to be mischievous at times.
(2)
Someone is spreading mischievous stories about the minister

s private life.
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mischief n. ; mischievousness n. ,
; mischievously ad.
11. murmur
o, 5
The child murmured in her sleep.
As she denounced the government’s policy, the crowd mur-
mured their approval.
) .
n.
They obeyed him without a murmur.
12. spite
n.
I'm sure he took my parking space just out of spite.
u. ; ,

He only did it to spite me.

spiteful a. ; spitefully ad. ;
despite prep. s
in spite of ,
13. escape someones notice
The more valuable articles escaped the thieves notice.

o

The detail escaped my notice.

o
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14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

jump to ones feet ,
He jumped to his feet as the boss came up.

o

rest assured (that) N

(You can) Rest assured that we will do all we can to pull

him through.

You can rest assured that we will find him.

b o

slowly but surely

They made their way to the mountain top slowly but surely.

o

Slowly but surely the great ship glided into the water.
bring out

@D )

A crisis can bring out the best and the worst in people.

o

(2) )
He has brought out a new book.

o

A new type of computer has been brought out in Japan.

for the sake of ~  ------ y o eeeees
For the sake of your family, don't take so many risks.

b o

I'll help you for the sake of your sister.

’ o
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19. in place of
The chairman was ill so his deputy spoke in place of him.
, o
20. conform to , ,
A coat must conform to the figure of the wearer.
On the first day when a pupil enters school, he is asked to

conform to the school rules.

b o

1. The distant sound of low voices, broken now and again by
singing, reached Okonkwo from his wives’ huts as each
woman and her children told folk stories.

Okonkwo heard his wives' tellingustories to their chil-
dren in the distant hut. The voices were interr pted now and

then by someone’s singing.

as ° ’
sound, broken now and again by singing  sound ,
reached, Okonkwo,

2. T have learned that a man who makes trouble for others is also
making trouble for himself.
I have discovered that a man who causes difficulty to

others is also causing difficulty to himself.
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learn , . learn that .
make trouble .

. As soon as he heard of the great feast in the sky his throat be-
gan to itch at the very thought.

As soon as he heard of the great meal in the sky he be-
gan to have a strong desire to be there to have a good eat.

, .
itch , . at the very thought ( of ) o
. Tortoise had a sweet tongue, and within a short time all the
birds agreed that he was a changed man, and they all gave
him a feather, with which he made two splendidly colorful
wings.

Tortoise was good at persuading people and not long
after that all the birds thought that he had already changed in-
to a good guy again, and each of them gave him a feather and
out of that made two colorful wings.

b b b

’ o

have a sweet tongue , , . a changed
man . with which he made two splendidly col-
orful wings R feather,

. None of the birds had heard of this custom but they knew that
Tortoise, in spite of his failings in other areas, was a widely
traveled man who knew the customs of different peoples.

All of the birds didn't know about this strange customs,

but one thing they knew well was that though the Tortoise didn't
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do well in other areas, he did know many customs of different peo-

ple and places.

o

hear of . knew that Tortoise. ..
was a widely traveled man, in spite of his failings in other are-
as » who knew the customs of different peoples
, man,

6. His speech was so eloquent that all the birds were glad they
had brought him. and nodded their heads in approval of all he
said.

Tortoise’s eloquent words made all the birds think it
was correct to bring him with them and all of them showed

their agreement to whatever he said.

so...that  eeeeee , » In ap-
proval of y . all (that) he said what he said,

of .

Part I Vocabulary and Structure

1. When Jack had to wait in line, he always his com-

plaint.
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A. growls B. grumbles C. grunts D. murmurs
2. has recently been done to provide more buses for the

people, a shortage of public vehicles remains a serious prob-

lem.
A. That B. What
C. In spite of what D. Though what
3. 1 of his course of action, so I told him to go ahead.
A. agreed B. accepted C. approved D. consented
4. 1 you that the equipment will be delivered next week.
A. insure B. confirm C. assure D. guarantee
5. The boy tried to  from his angry father.
A. escape B. prevent C. profit D. benefit
6. The head of the expedition persisted in going  the
storm.

A. in spite  B. in spite of = C. in despite D. despite of

7. He was  his wits" end what to do.
A. in B. on C. at D. of
8. They fought bravely but  they had to give in.
A. on the end B. at the end C. by the end D. in the end
9. The water was so clear that it the trees on the river
bank.
A. shadowed B. shaded C. imagined D. reflected
10. He must reflect not only ~ historical thinking but on

the other things as well.

A. of B. for C. with D. on
11. The old man remembering our names.
A. take the trouble B. had trouble

C. ran into trouble D. asked for trouble



