College Seniors
VS. Freshmen

Freshmen; Are never in bed past

noon.

Seniors - Are never out of bed before

noon.

Freshmen 5 Read the syllabus to find

out what classes they can cut.

Seniors ; Read the syllabus to find out

what classes they need to attend.

Freshmen: Brings a can of soda into a

lecture hall.

Seniors; Brings a jumbo) 0 0 O O [

and six-pack of Mountain Dew into a

recitation] [0 O O class.

Freshmen: Calls the professor
Professor”.

Seniors; Calls the professor Bob”.

Freshmen: Would walk ten miles to

get to class.

Seniorss Drives to class if it’s further

than three blocks away.

Freshmen: Memorizes the course

material to get a good grade.

Seniors;: Memorizes the professor’s

ooooo
ooooOg

oob0oooooooa
oooao
oob0oooooooa
od
oob0oooooooa
ooooooooo
oob0oooooooa
goooao
oob0oooooooa
oooao
oob0oooooooa
oooooooooa
ooo

oooooo *oorg
goooogo* oaor o
oob0oooooooa
gooao
oob0oooooooa
oooooooao
oob0oooooooa
gooooo
oob0oooooooa
goooooao
oob0oooooooa
ooooooooao



habits to get a good grade.

Freshmen: Knows a book-full of
useless trivia OO OO about the
university.

Seniors  Knows where the next class
is. Maybe. . .

Freshmen: Shows up at a morning
exam clean, perky 0 0 O O O [OJand
fed.

Seniors: Shows up at a moming exam
in sweats with a cap on and a box of
pop tarts] 0 OO0 O O U in hand.
Freshmen: Have to ask where the
computer labs are.

Seniors: Has ‘ own ’  personal
workstation.

Freshmen : Use the campus buses to go
everywhere.

Seniors n Use the campus buses to run
block while crossing the street.
Freshmen: Worry about the last
freshman composition essay.

Seniors;. Worry about the last GRE
essay.

Freshman: Lines up for an hour to buy
his textbooks in the first week.

Senior; Starts to think about buying

textbooks in October. . . maybe.
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Freshmano Looks forward to the first
classes of the year.

Senior; looks forward to first beer
garden of the year.

Freshman; Is proud of his A" on
Calculus in midterm.

Senior ; Is proud of not quite failing his
Complex Analysis midterm.

Freshman: Calls his girlfriend back
home every other night

Senior: Calls Domino’s 00 0000
every other night.

Freshman: Is appalled OO 00 O at
the class size and callousnessU U U U
of Profs.

Senior; Is appalled that the campus
" Subway’ bumed downd O O O over
the summer.

Freshman: Conscientiouslyd 0 O O O
completes all homework., including
optional 00 00O O questions.
Senior ; Offers to ‘tutor’ conscientious
fresh] 0 O O O O O of opposite sex. ..
Freshman. Goes on grocery shopping
00000 trip with Mom before
moving onto campus.

Senior; Has a beer with Mom before

meeng onto campus.
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Freshman: Is excited about the world
of possibilities that awaits him  the
unlimited vista 0 0 0O 0O of educational
opportunities . the chance to expand
one’s horizons [0 O O O and reallv

makes a contribution to societyd] O O

ogoood

Senior: Is excited about new dryers in
laundry room.

Freshman: Takes meticulousd O 0O

0 O four-color notes in class.

Senior: Occasionally stays awake] [

O O for all of class.
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Columnist Dave Barry
On College Life (10

Many of you young persons out
there are seriously thinking about going
to college.0 That is. of course, a lie.
The only things you young persons
think seriously about are loud music
and sex. Trust meo these are closely
related to college. U

College is basically a bunch of

0 O O rooms where you sit for roughly
two thousand hours and try to
memorize things. The two thousand
hours are spread out over four yearspo
you spend the rest of the time sleeping
and trying to get dates 0 0 0 0 O O

Basically , you learn two kinds of
things in college ; Things you will need
to know in later life [0 two hours (L
These include how to make collect
telephone calls and get beer and crepe-
paper U 0O O O O stains out of vour
pajamasC] O O O

Things you will not need to know
in later lifed 1. 998 hours O,

OO0 Dave Barry
oooooo 1)
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These are the things you learn in
classes whose names end in -ology,
-osophy . -istry, -ics, and so on. The
idea is, you memorize these things,
then write them down in little exam
books, then forget them. If you fail to
forget them, you will become a
professor and have to stay in college
for the rest of your life.

Its very difficult to forget
everything. For example, when [ was
in college, | had to memorize — don't
ask me why — the names of three
metaphysical 0 0 O O O poets other
than John Donne. I have managed to
forget one of them, but I still
remember that the other two were
named Vaughan and Crashaw.
Sometimes, when DIm trying to
remember something important like
whether my wife told me to get tuna
00000 packed in oil or tuna
packed in water, Vaughan and
Crashaw just pop up 00 000 Oin
my mind, right there in the
supermarket. I's a terrible waste of
brain cells.

After you've been in college for a

year or so, you're supposed to choose
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a major, which is the subject you
intend to memorize and forget the most
things about. Here is a very important
piece of advice v Be sure to choose a
major that does not involve Known
Facts and Right Answers.
This means you must not major in
mathematics, physics, biology, or
chemistry, because these subjects
involve actual facts. If, for example
you major in mathematics, you're
going to wander into class one day and
the professor will say [J Define the
cosine integer] 0 O O of the quadrant
0000 of a thomboid OO OO 0O
binary 0 000 DaxisD O O O, and
extrapolate 1 [0 0 [ your result to five
significant vertices 00000 . If
you don’t come up with exactly the
answer the professor has in mind. you
fail. The same is true of chemistry; if
you write in your exam book that
carbon and hydroger] 0 U combine to
form oak, your professor will flunk
0000l you. He wants you to
come up with the same answer he and
all the other chemists have agreed on.
Scientists are extremely snotty about
OOdQOoOOaO ths.
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Columnist Dave Barry
On College Life (2)

So you should major in subjects
like English. Philosophy, Psychology,
and Sociology subjects in which
nobody really understands what
anybody else is talking about, and
which involve virtually no actual facts.

I attended classes in all these
subjects, so I'll give you a quick
overview of each.

ENGLISH: This involves writing
papers about long books you have read
little snippets 0 0 0 O of just before
class. Here is a tip on how to get good
grades on your English papers . Never
say anything about a book that anybody
with any common sense would say. For
example, suppose you are studying
Moby-Dick.  Anybody with any
common sense would say that Moby-
Dick is a big white whale, since the
characterd] 0 0O O in the book refer to

it as a big white whale roughly eleven

000 Dave Barry
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thousand times. So in your paper, you
say Moby-Dick is actually the
Republic of Ireland. Your professor,
who is sick to death of reading papers
and never liked Moby-Dick anyway,
will think you are enormously creative.
If you can regularly come up with
lunatic ( 3 57X A9 ) interpretations of
simple stories, you should major in
English.

PHILOSOPHY: Basically, this
involves sitting in a room and deciding
there is no such thing as reality and
then going to lunch. You should major
in philosophy if you plan to take a lot
of drugs.

PSYCHOLOGY: This involves
talking about rats and dreams.
Psychologists are obsessed with rats
and dreams. [ once spent an entire
semester training a rat to punch little
buttons in a certain sequence, then
training my roommate to do the same
thing. The rat learned much faster.
My roommate is now a doctor. If you
like rats or dreams, and above all, if
you dream about rats, you should

major in psychology.
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SOCIOLOGY : For sheer O O O

U O lack of intelligibility U0 0O
O [ sociology is far and away the
number one subject. 1 sat through
hundreds of hours of sociology
courses, and read gobs U 0O 0O 0O O of
sociology writing, and I never once
heard or read a coherent [0 000
statement. This is because sociologists
0000 OO want to be considered as
scientists . so they spend most of their
time translating simple obvious
observations into scientific-sounding
code. If you plan to major in
sociology . you'll have to learn to do
the same thing. For example, suppose
you have observed that children cry

when they fall down. You should
write: “ Methodological 00000
observation of the sociometrical 0 U O
0000 behavior tendencies of
premature U 0 000 O O isolates
indicates that a causal relationship
exists between groundward tropismt] [
0 0O and lachrymatoryd O O [Mor
‘ crying ' [ behavior forms. ~ If you can

keep this up for fifty or sixty pages

you will get a large govemment grant.
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Why | Want To
Go To College

This essay was submittedU 0 [ [J

part of an extensive college
application. The applicant now attends
NYU.

O ESSAY O In order for the
admissions staff of our college to get to
know you, the applicantl] O O 0O [1J
better, we ask that you answer the
following question;

Are  there any  significant
experiences you have had, or
accomplishments U O O O you have
realized . that have helped to define
you as a person?

RESPONSE .

[ am a dynamic OO 000
figure, often seen scaling 0 0O OO
walls and crushing ice. I have been
known to remodel OO OO train
stations on my lunch breaks ., making
them more efficient in the area of heat
retention U O 0O OO OO, [ translate
ethnic 0 0 0 Oslurs 0 O O O Ofor
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Cuban refugees 0O 000 I write
award-winning operas. I manage time
efficiently. Occasionally I tread water
for three days in a row.

I woo U000 women with my
sensuous 000000 and godlike
00000 trombone playing, I can
pilot bicycles up severe inclines with
unflagging? 0 O 0 O O speed, and I
cook Thirty-Minute Brownies in twenty
minutes. I am an expert in stuccd]
O [a veteran 0 0 O Oin love, and
an outlaw’] 0 O O in Peru.

Using only a hoe and a large glass
of water, I once single-handedly
defended a small village in the Amazon
Basin from a hordel U U of ferocious

U 000 army ants. ' I play bluegrass
OO0OO¢cello O0OOODOO T was

scouted 0 00O by the Mets, I am
the subject of numerous documentaries
0000000 When I'm bored, I
build large suspension bridges 0 O
O Oin my yard. I enjoy urban hang
gliding. On Wednesdays, after

school, I repair electrical appliances
free of charge.

I am an abstract artist. a concrete
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analyst, and a ruthless 0O 0O O 00O
bookie. Critics worldwide swoonl] [J
O O over my original line of corduroy
00000 evening wear. [ don't
perspire OO0 I am a private
citizen, yet 1 receive fan mail. 1 have
been caller number nine and have won
the weekend passes. Last summer 1
toured New Jersey with a traveling
centrifugal-force demonstration. [ bat
400. My deft 0 00O O O florald O
0 O arrangements have earmed me
fame in international botany circles.
Children trust me.
[*an hufll O O O tennis rackets
O 0O O O at small moving objects with
deadly accuracy. I once read Paradise
Lost Moby  Dick and David
Copperfield in one day and still had
time to refurbish an entire dining room
that evening. I know the exact location
of every food item in the supermarket.
I have performed several covert
operations for the CIA. I sleep once a
weeko when I do sleep . I sleep in a
chair. While on vacation in Canada, 1
successfully negotiated with a group of

terrorists who had seized a small
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bakery OO O OO . The laws of voooooooon
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physics do not apply to me. I balance
I weave, I dodge O O O 001 frolic
00 0 O and my bills are all paid.
On week- ends to let off steam, I
participate in full-contact origamil] O
O 0O O 0. Years ago, | discovered the

meaning of life but forgot to write it ooo0oO00o0oon
down. I have made extraordinary four 0o0oo0oO0oOooooo
course meals using only a toaster oooooooooao
oven. I breed O 0O O O prize winning uoooooooono
clams. | have won bullfights 0000 gooooooood
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in San Juan , cliff-diving competitions
in Sri Lanka, and spelling bees at the
Kremlin. I have played Hamlet I
have performed open-heart surgery

and 1 have spoken with Elvis. Ooooooooooo

But I have not yet gone to 0oO00oO0OoOooon

college. 0000000 ElvisO
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You Just Might Be
A Grand Student ff ...

You can analyze the significance
of appliances you cannot operate.

Your lab bench (¥ ) is better
decorated than your apartment.

You have ever, as a folklore (3]
Hiff)) project, attempted to track the
progress of your own joke across the
Internet.

You are startled to meet people
who neither need nor want to read.

You have ever brought a scholarly
article to a bar.

You rate coffee houses by the
availability of outlets for your laptop.

Everything reminds you of
something in your discipline.

You have ever discussed
academic matters at a sporting event.

You have ever spent more than
$50 on
researching a single paper.

There is a microfilm ( 13 &Y &
# ) reader in the library that you

photocopying  while
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consider ~ vours” .

You actually have a preference
between microfilm and microfichd] [
gooooa

You can tell the time of day by
looking at the iraffic flow at the
library.

You look forward to summers
because you’re more productive without
the distraction] O O Oof classes.

You regard buprofen 00 00O
as a vitamn.

You consider all papers to be
works in progress.

Professors don’t really care when
you turn in work anymore.

You find the bibliographiesd O
0000 of books more interesting
than the actual text.

You have given up trying to keep
your books organized and are now just
trying to keep them all in the same
general area.

You have accepted guilt as an
inherent feature of relaxation.

You reflexively 0 OO0 00O
start analyzing those Greek letters

hefore you realize that it’s a sorority

oooo0ooooooa
obooooocooao
oo
oooooooao
goooo*og” o
gooooao
oooooooo
obooooocoooao
gooooooooo
oooooooo
gooooooooo
oooooooo
goooooooooao
oooooooooao
oooo
oooooooo
ooao
oooooooao
oooooooao
oooooooan
oooooooao
oooooooan
oooooocogoao
oooooooao
oo0oooooooao
oooooooooaon
oobooooao
oooooooan
gooooooooo
ooo
oooooooan



sweatshirt, not an equation.

You find yourself explaining to
children that you are in “20th grade”.

You start referring to stories like
“Snow White et al”.

You frequently 0 0O O O wonder
how long you can live on pastal 0 O
O O without getting scurvy O O O
[N

You look forward to taking some
time off to do laundryl U O [0

You have more photocopy 0 O
0 O cards than credit cards in your
wallet.

You wonder if the ACS style
allows you to cite talking to yourself as

“ personal communication”.
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