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In the Classroom

@ BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE

f 1} DIALOGUIE

A: You're late again, John. This is
the third time this week that you're
late for school.

B: | know, Mr Hart. Please excuse
me.

A: Do you have an explanation for
this?

B: No, sir. I"'m sorry. It won’t hap
pen again.

A: Look, John, you used to be a




good student. You studied hard
and made progress every day. All
the students in this class admired
your spirit of study. But, recently
you are always late for class. |
know there must be something
wrong. | don’t know whether

| can be of any help.

B: Thank you very much, Mr Hart.
Let me tell you about it. | started a
job in my spare fime last week. |
go to work in the evening after
leaving school every day and work
for four hours. After returning from
the job, | do my homework. |
usually go to bed at or after mid
night. I’ m tired right now but I’'m
getting used to it day by day.

A: Why do you want to work so much
while you haven’t left school? You
can get enough scholarship for
your studies here.

B: Yes, | can. But | need to save up
enough money to support my kid

brother in his studies. He also



wants to become a university stu-
dent. How about that! My kid
brother, a university student!

A: Do you think you can earn enough
money for your brother’s educa-
tion? Education here is very ex-

pensive, you know.

B: Yes, |I"’'m quite clear about that. |

only try to be of some help.

A: But you're a student yourself now.

Your main task is to study.

B: Yes. I’ll try not to be late again

and improve my studies.

A: That’s OK. If you need my help,
please let me know without hesi-
tation.

B: Thank you very much indeed, sir.
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A: Before we have our lesson, | want

to tell you that I’ m going to give you

an end-of-the-unit test next Monday.

Please be prepared for it.

B: Could you please tell us how to re-
view our lessons?

A: Review all the lessons in the unit
and see that you can understand the
main idea of each lesson.

B: Any other requirements?

A: Phrases and sentence patterns are
very important too. You should know
how to use them.

B: Should we memorize all the new
words and expressions?

A: Yes, of course.

B: I’m sorry, | don’t quite understand
some difficult points in this unit. |
wonder if you could help us to solve

the problems.



A: Well, when you review your
lessons, mark the places which you
are not clear, and I’ll give you
some  coaching.

B: When shall we have a tutorial?

A: How about tomorrow evening?
B: OK.

f %E' BIALOGUE

e

A: Now, let’s go to the next one.
Can you give the Chinese equivalent
of the wor| cattle”?

B: Yes, | can. It means’ "
in Chinese.

A: Can you tell us (identify) what part
of speech this word is?

B: This word is a collective noun.
Though it appears in the singular
form, it takes a plural predicate
verb.

A: By the way, the spelling of meter”
requires (needs) special attention.

In American English this word is




frequently spelled in this way, but
not in British English. Now, turn to

the next page and let’s go on.

B: Excuse me, Mr Wang, shall we
remember’ take a look at” as a set
phrase in this sentence? And are
the phrases' look at” and‘ take a
look at” the same in meaning?

A: Yes. You may remember it as a set
phrase and the two phrases are the
same in meaning. But, the expres
sion‘ take a look at” is much more
useful than the verb phrase look
at”, for the noun* look” in the ex
pression can be proceeded by var
ious modifiers to express quite a
few different meanings. Now, look
at the next sentence. What is the
function of the word* then”?

B: This word often serves as a transi
fion.

A: This is something you’ Il have to be
careful with because it plays an
important role in reading compre

hension. Oh, let’s come to Line 2



of the next paragraph. Wang Ping,
please explain the word* very”
here.

B: The word‘ very” here is an adjec
tive, and it is often used to give
force to an expression. When it is

used, it should be proceeded by a
“ the” ,“ this” or* that” or a pos
sessive pronoun my” ,“ your” ,
“ his”, etc.
A: Let’s go on. Can you tell the

meaning of the word' cattle”?

B: Very good. You must not overlook
these small points. They are very
important. Then, what is the

meaning of the word* means”?

A: It means' method or way”.

B: And what points should be
noticed?

A: It is treated as either a singular or
plural noun, depending on the

context. If you say* a means” or




“ every means”, the verb will obvi
ously be singular. If you say* all
means” or several means”, the

verb will obviously be plural.

B: That’s it. Now, please turn to
page 180 and let’s come to the
section of word formation. If you
are familiar with the ways of word
formation, it is a great help for you
to enlarge your vocabulary. Look at
the first sample on this page for
instance. In English, we have
quite a number of adjectives that
are formed by the suffix' ful”.
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A: Now, look at the third sentence of
this paragraph. It is long and com-
plex. Would you please analyze the

sentence for us, Zhang Wei?

C: It is a simple senfence! they”is the

subject? play”is the predicate verb;



“ football”is the object; and‘ well”is

an adverbial modifying play”.

A: Good. Then, who can tell us what

kind of sentence the next one is?

C: Let me have a try. This is a com-
plex sentence.

A: Can you tell me what kind of clause
this is? What is the function of the
subordinating clause introduced by

“ which”?

C: It is an attributive clause, and the
relative pronoun® which” is the ob- o]
ject of deal with”.

A: You are right.

C: Excuse me, Mr Zhang, may | make
a sentence in this way?. . .

A: Many grammarians and teachers
think that it is not proper to use this
word in this way, and some test
designers class it as wrong. So you
are not supposed to use this word
as a conjunction.

C: | see.
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A: This is our first day of class. It's
better for us to infroduce ourselves
to each other. Who'd like to begin
first?

B: I’ d like to introduce myself first. My
name is Richard Brown. Everyone
calls me Rich. | graduated from the
University of California. 1’'m glad to
meet you all.

C: My name is Li Hua. | come from
China. | graduated from Qinghua

University and got a Bachelor De-
gree. My major is Computer Science
and my hobbies include listening to
music and swimming. | hope we’ |l

be good friends.
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A: Good afternoon, class. Welcome
to Conversation class. |’ m passing

out the syllabus. Get one copy and



see if you have any questions.

B: Professor Ford, in addition to a
mid-term, final, and one research
paper, is there a grade for class
participation?

A: Yes, there is. And since part of
your grade depends on participa-

tion, | encourage you to attend

class.
Aﬂq POINTS ATTENTION )
1
2.
3.
4.
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A: Excuse me, Mr Cook. May | talk to

you for a while?

B: By all means. Take a seat, please.

What can | do for you?

A: Would you please tell me some-
thing about the academic arrange-
ment of current programs of study?

B: Yes, with please, but what would
you like to know?

A: What are the general requirements



for undergraduate study?

B: Undergraduates are expected to
meet certain course requirements
within the framework of their pro-
gram of study. The term

“ requirements” in this context refers
to the courses necessary for the
completion of a degree. In most
cases, such requirements are quite
flexible. For example, an under
graduate may need 36 credits in
history three-fourths of which can
be selected from a variety of history”™ |
courses.

A: How many credits would be enough
for a Bachelor’s degree?

B: A Bachelor of Arts or a Bachelor of
Science is awarded to a student
who successfully completes over 120
units, including general studies re-
quirements, specific requirements,
for his or her undergraduate maijor,
and elective courses.

A: How about testing and grading?

B: To obtain credit for each course

students are expected to attend all



