Idiome Relating to
Colours

ou seem a bit blue these






1 O to be O in someone’s black books
to be in disgrace o to be condemned for something o to be
seriously out of favor

gomaoag

Examples

® Because of that one mistake I'll be in his black books
forever. I'll never get a promotion now.
goboboooboboooobooooobooooon
goooo

¢ I'm in my father’s black books because | chose a univer-
sity that’s far away from my family.
goboooboooboobboobbooobbobn
goo

black market

illicit buying and selling of officially controlled goods which
are scarce
gdodboooooobooooboooon

Examples

® Some people in this city go to the black market to get
things that they can’t obtain easily.
gooooopoboooopbpbobobbobbbo

® Every country it seems has some kind of black market,
from money to hard-to-get goods.
gobooobooobooboboooobooobbobn
gooo



black-hearted
evily wicked, sinister; dangerous
oooooooooo

Examples

® Many movies show pirates to be romantic adventurers;
history shows that many were black-hearted individuals:
killers and thieves who caused havoc.
godobooobooboobooooooooood
dooooooooomoodmomoooood
goooooo

® Some of us see tax collectors as black-hearted individu-
als but they’re really just doing their job.
godobooobooooboooooobooobooon
gooon

blackleg 10

a person who does not participate in certain industrial ac-
tion. especially trade union actiorl] noun)

Can be used as a verb(to blackleg an action)
0o00odooboooooooooooooon

Example

¢ No one has much to do with him because he’s a bit of a
blackleg.
dddoooooooooOodooooooooon
oad



blackleg] 20

a swindler, especially at the racecourse or where horse
racing is populard noun O

gooooood

Example

e He lost his money to some blackleg who was operating
at the racecourse.
goboboobooobobobooobo

blue

sad depressed ; feeling gloomy
oomooomo

Examples

¢ I'm feeling blue these days because my boyfriend is o-
verseas and | miss him so much.
gobooobooooobboooboobooonoo
go

® Whenever you feel blue, you should do something good
for yourself: go shopping, do something kind for others
or try to think more positively.
goobooobbobooobbooobbboooo
gdodooooooooooooobon

blue in the face
showing exasperation. annoyance or sometimes . anger
dododmoooo o



Examples

e I've told you till I'm blue in the face not to throw your
socks on the floor®
ggooobbbbooooooooobbbobbon
oo

e He’ll keep saying he’s innocent till he’s blue in the face.
gogoobboooobobooooboboboooon

1.7 blueblood
of noble birth; having aristocratic blood
goooo

Examples

e He doesn’t deserve any special privilege — | mean it’s
not as if he’s got blue blood.
gooooobooobiod—-0000oOoboooo
goooo

e She thinks of herself as a blue blood, quite aristocratic.
gogoooooooooooooobbon

B blue collar
employment in manual or industrial work
goooo

Examples

® My father doesn’t want my brother to have a blue collar
job.
goboooobboooboboo



e Bluecollar workers are declining in numbers in many
countries.
goodoooboooooooooooooo

blue-eyed boy
favored persono the favorite of someone
goooomooooao

Examples

e See that man standing near the photo copier? He's the
boss’ blue-eyed boy at the moment.
oo booouooobobooooooo
gd

¢ Being the teacher’s blue-eyed boy carries some privi-
lege.
gotbdooooogoooogoo

1.10 get the green light

to be given approval for something to happen; to receive
the go-ahead for a project or an idea to be put into action
godomoooooodm o

Examples
® | have the support of my immediate boss. I've put in

the proposal o now all | need is to get the green light.
gojoddooooooooooooooooooo
gooooo

® Once I've got the green light for the home loan, | will



sell my old apartment.
goobbooobobobbooobboooonog

give someone a black look
to look at someone with strong disapproval ., annoyance
or anger

goomoooooma

Example

® When | disagreed with the price the owner gave me a
black look.
gooboobobooooooobobo

@ She gave him a black look, turned around and left him
forever.
goodooooooobbooboobo

green
naive 7 inexperienced
ooooooon

Examples

® | don't think we should let the trainee take on that re-
sponsibility because he’s still a bit green.
0000000000000 0MmMODO JLO O

® Just because she’s new and a little green doesn’t mean
that she can’t do more substantial tasks.
gdooooodoooooobooooooooooo
goood



1. 13 green around the gills

1.14

sea sick; indicating signs of readiness to vomit
gooooooooo

Examples

e The sea crossing was so bad that many of the passen-
gers were green around the gills.
gogoooooooooobbbobobiobbn

¢ | could tell there was something wrong with him be-
cause he was green around the gills.
ooooooobb —aooooo

green belt
a large area of land that is purposely kept natural and is
not developed
0 Often found in large cities. where over-development is
controversial. 0
oooooooooooooooogo

Examples

e There is a wide expanse of land on the outskirts of the
city that has been designated as a green belt.
gooooOooooooooooooOoOOO yoO
oono

® It is impossible to build anything on land which is clas-
sified as part of the Sydney green belt.
oboobooboobooboboboboboobogooo
oooooDoo



gray matter
the human brain; the active part of the brain
godoooooobooooa

Examples
His problem is that he doesn’t use his gray matter
enough — he just panics.
ooooooDoooooob——>00oboooan
od
Well . use your gray matter to solve the problem.
ooooooogooboobooo

in black and white

written information which is considered true and /or clear
go0ooooooooooooooooooooo

Examples

e It’s there in black and white — you can’t argue against
it.
goobooobobo0—4a0bobooon

¢ | don't doubt what you say but I'd like it in black and
white.
gooooobboooboboobbooooboooon
oo



The following dialog uses many of the idioms from above.

Chris: You seem a bit blue these days. What's up?

Neil: I'm afraid I'm in my boss’s black books.

Chris; What on earth for? You seemed to be his blue-eyed
boy.

Neil: Well, I've been given the green light to work on the
new international project, but the approval has come
from Head Office, not from my immediate boss.

Chris: Ah | see. So he’s not pleased about it?

Neil: Judging from the black looks that he gives me, I'd say
he’s not happy at all.

Chris: How did it all happen?

Neil: | merely showed a deep interest in the project at the
Head Office conference last month and | was selected.

Chris: Your boss probably thinks you're a bit green. You've
only been with us for about six months.

Neil: True, but by using the old gray matter, it's possible to
advance.

Chris; No doubt your boss will want the approval in black
and white. He won't let you go easily.
Neil: You can say that again

#1117 in the black
to be in credit] in banks and book keeping credit bal-
ances used to be always written in black ink)
gdddoooooooooooboooooooooao
goooooao



1.18

1.19

Examples

e | paid off my loan last month my bank balance is final-
ly in the black.
o000 —y4aoooooooboobob

e I'll be in the black again after my next pay.
gooooopooboooboboboboo

in the pink
in perfect condition of health . healthy feeling very well
00000000 00000O0O

Examples
® How am |7 I'm in the pink O
goooboboobgobood

® My grandmother’s in the pink at the moment.
goooboooboooobn

in the red

in debt; overdrawn with a bank)
oooomoao

Examples

® I'm afraid I'm in the red until | get paid.
oooboboooobooooo

¢ | hate being in the red.
ooboDmooobombon



420 off colour

not feeling well
dooooobomobooo

Examples
e I'm a bit off colour today.
ooooboooon
e Tony was sent home — he’s off colour. Maybe he's

coming down with a cold.
ooobooo0—0ooooooboobobooobbo

once in a blue moon

happening rarely
goon

Examples

¢ He only goes out once in a blue moon.
ooooooboooooon

® Once in a blue moon is enough for me.
ooooooooboon

out of the blue

unexpectedly
Ooomon

Examples
® Out of the blue my boss asked if I'd like to go to the

conference in Americal



gobodoooobooogoobobooon
* We were having dinner and totally out of the blue she

asked if I’d like to meet her parents.
gooobbodobooobooouoobboooobood
ao

paint the town red

cause a commotion by behaving wildly /happily as on a
spree

Oomao

Examples

e After a year of hard work, the students painted the
town red. They had a great time.
goboooboboobuooobbooboobbon
goooo

e Cowboys used to get paid and immediately went to
paint the town red.
gogooobbbobooogoon

red herring

a false clue ; unnecessary . irrelevant information
goootomooomogd

Examples

e That's a red herring - it is not important or even rele-
vant to the real issue being considered.
uoboooobid0—0ooooboboogoono



goood

® Detective writers often put in a red herring or two in
their stories to make it more difficult to know who real-
ly committed the murder.
goooooooooboobooooboboooon
goodoboooooooooo

red-letter day
a special day; an occasion to be remembered
gomooooodao

Examples

e It'll be a red-letter day when taxes are actually re-
duced.
dodoboooboooooobooooooo

e It was a red-letter day when the war ended.
gobobbooogobuooooogoo

rose-coloured glasses
to be optimistic; to see a situation in a cheerful way
goomooooooogd

Examples

® My grandmother tends to view the world through rose-
coloured glasses.
goooobboboooogon

® Try to look at it realistically, not through rose-coloured
glasses.



gobboobbboobboong

» see red

to be angered by somethingo to be enraged
gooooomma

Examples
® When he heard the news he saw red.
gooooooooooodg

e Racial insults make me see red.
goopooooooog

tickled pink
very pleased ; very happy with a situation or an outcome
gddoouodoooooooooao

Examples

¢ I'm tickled pink with this chair — it was such a bargain
— less than half pricel
gobobooobboobooboooobooboo

® He's tickled pink with the baby.
gobooopobooooboboooo

9 white elephant

burdensome possession usually because of the cost of
maintenance )
oooooooooomoooao



Examples

e The fountain with the dancing colored lights is actually
a white elephant these days.
gooooobboooboboobbooooboooon
goooobboooon

® At a bargain center there’s usually a white elephant
section where unwanted items are re-sold.
goboooobboooboboobbooooboboooon
goboboobboboonoboooboo

white-collar worker

an employee who is not engaged in manual work
gooomooood

Examples

® Only the white-collar workers received a salary in-
crease.
goboobogoboooon

® My parents expect me to get a good white-collar job.
gobooopobooooboboooo

with flying colors
meritorious achievement; to be successful
ooomon

Examples
® She passed her final exam with flying colors.
gooobobogboood



