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LESSON ONE
Customs Cooperation Council (1)

Customs Procedures

The complexity and diversity of Customs procedures and re-
quirements applied to the cross border movements of goods and trav-
ellers can be a source of major difficulty. Since its inception, the
CCC has pursued the objective set out in its founding Convention,
to secure the highest degree of harmony and uniformity in Customs
systems. The Permanent Technical Committee (PTC) is responsi-
ble for this task insofar as Customs procedures are concerned.

One of the most important facilitation instruments elaborated
by the PTC is the International Convention on the simplification and
harmonization of Customs procedures, commonly known as the Ky-
oto Convention. This Convention incorporates 31 different Annex-
es, each of which deals with a distinct area of Customs activity such
as clearance for home use, Customs transit, and Customs facilities
applicable to travellers. These Annexes contain the basic principles,
the application of which will lead to the desired simplification and
harmonization of Customs procedures of Member administrations.
Plans exist to render the Kyoto Convention even more useful to Cus-
toms and the trading community alike.

Recently, the PTC took a comprehensive approach to the tem-
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porary admission of goods by drawing up a new Convention on the
subject (the Istanbul Convention). This Convention brings togeth-
er, in a single instrument, all existing temporary admission ar-
rangements and provides a framework for dealing with future re-
quirements. The Istanbul Convention also extends the application
of the ATA carnet in connection with temporary admission.

As a means of assisting Members in their facilitation and control
efforts, the CCC has also been actively promoting the development
of modern data processing techniques in Customs. In 1974, an
ADP Sub-Committee was set up to pro{/ide a forum for information
exchange for the benefit of administrations intending to implement
ADP systems. Subsequently, a specialized Advisory Group was es-
tablished to examine the implications for Customs of Electronic Data
Interchange (EDI). Of late, the Customs Technique Directorate
has been particularly active in stressing the pivotal role of Customs in
the application of EDI in international trade.

Enforcement

The protection of society is a principal responsibility of Customs
administrations. The CCC’s aim in this field 1s to promote interna-
tional Customs cooperation to help its Members combat all kinds of
Customs fraud.

For this purpose, the Council has for several years been imple-
menting a three-pronged strategy aimed at;

* promoting mutual admunistrative assistance among Customs
administrations;

* performing an information and coordination function;

* co-operating with other international organizations involved in
enforcement.

2



The most important of the Council’s legal instruments in this
field is the 1977 Nairobi Convention for the prevention, investiga-
tion and repression of Customs offences.

Such offences include all kinds of commercial fraud including
the abuse of intellectual property rights, the illicit traffic of strictly
controlled substances such as narcotic drugs, psychotropic sub-
stances and precursors, armaments, nuclear materials, toxic
wastes, cultural property and protected animal and plant species.

The Council has a Centralized Information System (CIS) con-
sisting of computerized data bases on Customs offences.

Data transmitted by Members to the CIS is classified, analysed
and circulated to all Customs services.

To improve its effectiveness in this area the Council is:

* entering mnto agreements with international trade and carrier

organizations; and

* establishing a number of regional intelligence liaison offices.

Also important are the close relations that the Council maintains
with other international organizations involved in law enforcement.
This covers such areas of common interest as:

* the laundering of drug money and illicit assets;

* the diversion of precursors and essential chemicals.

New Words and Expressions

complexity [kempleksiti] 7. the sate of being made up of parts

-
diversity [dai‘ve:siti] 7. difference; varety =5, ZHEE
inception [insepfon] 7. start Fif; K

pursue [pasju:]  v. have as an aim or purpose Ph+reee FER; BXK
3



secure [sikjum] v. succeed n getung wE
insofar [insoufa:] ad. to the extend that XM EE
elaborate [i'laebareit] vt . work out/describe in detail

OB, TERHR

incorporate [in‘koxpareit] v. make united m one body; form mto a

corporation

g a3 HvEAER
deal with be about; be concerned with wik; R
render ['rende]  wt. cause tobe #45, xR
comprehensive approach =IO iR S
draw up write out ETH H @ﬁ
instrument ['instrumont ] n. formal document IER U
in connection with connected with SIS FHEHY
pivotal ['pivatl] n. of great importance KR, EEMN
combat ['kombot]  v. fight; struggle ik b4
illicit traffic kBB
psychotropic substance Y2
toxic wastes AHEER
consist of be made up of 2 ERREEE ML, M
maintain [ mentemn]  vf. keep up; continue fR¥E, 4ty

Customs Terms and Expressions

CcCC BXEEEES
Permanent Technical Committee HRERERE
Kyoto Convention (HEHAL)
Istanbul Convention (HrnaE A R A 20)
ATA D
ADP A 3 b 8 b 7
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Adwvisory Group Ji5i 3] /1N 22

EDI BT HIR R

Customs Technique Directorate WX AEHES

IPR A=A

CIS (Centralized Information System) PRESRLE

Nairobi Convéntion (T EAY)
Notes

. facilitation instruments

R S

. These Annexes contain the basic principles, the application of
which will lead to. . .

which &X & fCHH, L the basic principles, the application of
which fEE BRI K £, #H. BEARFENMEA,

. in a single instrument

PA—Fh B — e

. ...intending to implement ADP systems

RIS REERERE, RRHEERER, #%. MKREZHE ADP
R, EXHRREHERNIAAMREERILL,

. a three-pronged strategy

prong (JAX %) M, B, Wik “=LHERE,

. Also important are the close relations that. . .

XEANEEAA, BAAFREIERERK, 8% F£IE important
BAERE o



Exercises

1. Answer the following questions.

1.

What do you think is the Customs source of difficulty re-

ferred to in the passage?

. What is Kyoto Convention? What is the basic principle of

the convention?

. Has the committee been active in promoting the modern da-

ta processing techniques in Customs? Can you give us an
example?

For the purpose of combating all kinds of Customs fraud,
what strategy has been the council carrying out?

Can you name some of the Customs offences that the
Nairobi Convention is elaborated to prevent, investigate
and repress?

To better improve Customs’ efficiency in the prevention,
investigation and repression of Customs offences, what

should the council aim to achieve?

Fill in the blanks with words or phrases in their proper forms

without refering to the passage.

apply secure
render deal with
promote consist of
maintain implement
1. One of Customs aims is to facilitate and ( ) trade be-

tween nations.



2. China has always ( ) a status of never interfering with
the internal affairs of other countries.

3. With EDI, a more efficient way of information exchange
between Customses is ( ).

4. We're thinking of setting up a particular department to
( Ycases of the abuse of IPR.

5. The Nomenclature ( ) 21 chapters.

6. We shall always do our utmost to ) them to your
complete satisfaction.

7. Your tactless move ( ) us in a dangerous situation.

8. The rule of fair competition does not ( ) in this case.

. True or false

1. The abuse of Intellectual Property Rights is one of the main
concerns of Customs in their job of prevention, investiga-
tion and repression of Customs offences. ( )

2. In the prevention of Customs offences, it is important for
Customs to co-operate with other organizations of enforce-
ment. ( )

3. The reason why Kyoto Convention is one of the most im-
portant facilitation instruments is because there are as many
as 31 annexes incorporated in it. ( )

4. Customs should make good use of EDI if they want to do
their job efficiently and effectively. ( )

5. Istanbul Convention is especially drawn up to see to prob-
lems that may arise because of the temporary importation of
goods. ()

6. The highest degree of harmony and uniformity in Customs

system is what the committee is working for. ( )
7



IV . Translate the following into English, using the words or phras-

es in the brackets.

1. RTBC, BABEREREAF, (deal with)

2. RITKE—BAEXHINE. (investigate into)

3. AiERH 1S AMBREAR, BORERTAE-TEX
A%, (consist of )

4. ERBEXAFB L, BARRT 2RFRBF &
(adopt)

5. fEARMH M TR, RINGMERME T KERRHIK
FtEd o (supply...with. .., trial use)



LESSON TWO
Customs Cooperation Council (2)

Nomenclature and Classification

A basic requirement for the conduct of international trade is an
internationally recognized and accepted commodity classification sys-
tem. In one of its most significant accomplishments since its incep-
tion, the Customs Cooperation Council developed the Harmonized
Commodity Description and Coding System (the Harmonized Sys-
tem or HS). The system, which entered into force on 1 January
1988, consists of over 5 000 groups of goods identified by a six-digit
codes, and incorporating the necessary definitions and rules to en-
sure 1ts uniform application.

The new system has been an instant success. In the space of
four years, over 100 countries covering over 90% of world trade
have adopted the Harmonized Systemm, making it the preeminent
international goods nomenclature in use in the world today.

It is used not only as a basis for Customs tariffs and for the col-
lection of international trade statistics, but also for a myriad of other
applications including the determination of the origin of goods, in-
ternational trade negotiations, freight tariffs, etc. It has indeed
become one of the most fundamental of international trade laws.

In order to facilitate the use of the Harmonized System, a
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