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丛书致读者

那天陪朋友逛“科技市场”，感觉到从未有过的累。

    得跟您说明一下。这个科技市场是山东济南靠近
山大南院的一个计算机商场。一座三层楼里面，汇集
三百多家计算机商，经销整机，硬软件，耗材，配套设
施，当然还有节目光盘。

    说到那些节目光盘，我困惑得头大。都是些什么
呀。我奶奶― 愿她在地下安息．― 如灵还活着，逢
此盛世，肯定乐得再活儿十年。七仙女，白娘子，老包，

目连，说书的瞎子，算命的先生，都在。麻将和桥牌可
能让她皱眉，三国游戏可能玩不来了；可是，金庸和琼
摇，韦小宝和小燕子，她一定喜闻乐见。

    朋友曾怜悯我至今还用着十几年前的 286 和

从甲S:“呵，很多享受你错过了。”ut dear Gran山rnother ,

要是“享受”指的是这些，掩宁可回俺村去看俺的妈蚁
上树 。

    临出门，上高中的儿子对我说：“要是多媒体上能
看欧几里德和牛顿讲数学，那咱就买一台。”

我问了。没那节目。有些商家连这些名字都没听



说过。“有孩子看的科技节目吗？"“有。”拿过一张盘，
套封上列着“地球奥秘”,“人体奥秘’,，什么什么，不用
看就知道，小学三年级以下的孩子可能感兴趣。

    那天是个“秋老虎”，预报说 33度。可是，包围在
那些媒体里面，我觉得怎么也有34度。除了一身一身
的汗，没感到别的享受，也没看到什么科技。

    所以，让我选择，还是看书，白纸黑字的书。最好
是五块钱一本的，可看可不看的闲书（注意，这是广
告）。花明柳媚时，梧桐秋雨时，长夏无聊时，没有功课
也没有约会；当此时也，手执一卷，卧榻上，树荫里，安
安静静，读上一叶两叶，三叶五叶，是一种心境，是一种
活法儿― 一种在闹市尘嚣电化声光威凌之下离我们
越来越远的活法儿。

绍明



前
                        ．曰卜 口

            曰

    随着信息时代的来临，人们的学习方式也日益多样化。从
网上学习英语就是崭新的事物之一。在很多方面，它是传统的
教科书所望尘莫及的。

    然而，网上英语短文涵盖的信息极为庞杂，如何撅取一般读
者的注意力，是个令编者颇费心思的问题。本书所精心摘取的
60篇网上英语短文，不仅语言地道，而且关于某些问题的探讨，
很可能会令读者微微一震，陷入沉思。例如，“科学与宗教信仰”
篇中的一组文章，是由一位优秀的美国科学家撰写的。他以丝
丝入扣的论证，情真意切的语言，说服其他的科学家也成为像他
一样虔诚的基督徒。其他文章独特的视角，也会让读者受兰匪

浅。

    本书的材料，还为读者培养读、说、写、译各方面的实践能力
提供了不可多得的、有价值的素材。记得我在读大学的时候，曾
经和同学们进行过一次关于安乐死的英语辫论，当时这方面的
资料很难找到。本书关于这一主题的一组文章，对于观点和语

言的组织，都甚为有用。当然，本书所涉及 的主题很多，读者可

以根据 自己个人的趣味和需要，适当切割，灵活运用。

    本书适合具有中等及中等以上水平的英语学习者使用。对
其中的语言难点，编者作了必要的注释，难免有遗漏的地方，请
广大读者原谅。

  编注者

2000 年 9 月
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履气 衷亏 声几 咬女

1 .（冶ntrite Clinion Clain ’ Renew址①

乃邪心曲taintonto 故 解认台勿万Thu咫为夕he 户蜘 “m赵ch

柳re atp朋ce" thanhe耐 to thanksto娜腼 Icou耐￡ng②．
    Ins 枉江kly 碑rsonalr 时 arks③ ah川t his mor目 加lings and

劝试tUal找炳val匈．F, esident Chatont 曰avex 讲巴导刃 ～ his

~ forthe 概 ～ d日that nearlytoppled his presidency切 tWO

y围旧 昭。曲d 汤 d vot晚 mu成 n以 hold 认 ce 巧esidentC 趾e

r朗po逃】ble for sins that一 ，t 阮 ．

    "S也由，no知卜耐耐司脚叹n 卿川d bl枷。二G任陀二for 派
而stakes r ve made,”以nton declar己 to a gath曲吃 of evan赓11以
ministe沪 here, in 。～ beaxn司⑦bysa曰lite to 15 cities
acnx治North Ametica .

    Ther ～ 肠ble event seem曰 to be an " x of spontaneOUs

翻 ectlon andp呷 傲刻 m既进g合义记ing. Clintons伪ke four days

悦自re he 15 to givea衬的cto污创击图拘曰ebratinghi: r~ dat
theD巴扭xrati。National肠nvention inl 戏 Angeles, and he seerned

① 肠咖 te Clinton Clai刀巧Renew习：悔悟的克林顿声称获得了新生

② tll朋灿 to卿 to司 cotmseli吧：多亏牧师的劝告
③ sta泪 y详卿朋1~ rks：完全个人性的评论
④ 咖邝1 faiha乎and spiritu目revival：道德上的弱点和精神上的新生
⑤ toppled his preSld即cy：使他的总统职位不保；使他丢掉总统职位
⑥ eva飞elistn血isters：福音传教士

⑦ b班m司：播送

⑧ val战cto口目山樱 ：告别辞

                                                                        1



. ger to direCtly addr郎 the~ tprominen两 blot on that legacy.

    乳meC谕e 10yalists，场ng feaH沮that the vice presldent诚11be
hurt by public percept~ of a low mo司 ～ in this Wllite 卜［O毯犯，
had honedthatcli～ 明uldusethat~ iontosendam贬＆唱eof
～城tions耐坛 to what hed山veredt（油y. Clinton, aides said,
has no intention of doing that atl 朋 灿 geles.

    In suburban Chicago thisaft ~ , however, the President

脚 ded his audi~ thi泊吃h tha ~ di一 ive publi。～ ofhis
irmer lifethat any presldenthas~ gi~ ．玩印nl哪 ional~ ,
he talked abeut the pastoral counseli吧 ～ ~ heb昭ant 例loy叨名

ago aftera 山爪ltting his affair 诚th former internN [O nicas.

L郡‘ns啼 and prof巴以划②to“伪d ~ h ~ atpeace than 1 us司
to . "

      才飞 PF出 忱 ILiyf 七i以Lmg 旧 a paLt’ 11 01 砚 山以 u山 目“毋y一 ，

Clinton said that publicex 户万ure ~ liberating. " 1 think thatas

的汪ul as whatl ~ tt 知roUgh, hux币liating asit 一 eto

others than to me, ev一 3卫 net而es when you think yoU’ ve got

something behind you and thenit ’ 5 not behind you, this sortof

pU吧ing③process, if itd 叱 n ’ t destroyyou, can bring you toa
dillerent place, " he面d.

    " I ’ m in the second yeaxofaproc邸 oftryingtototallyreb位ld
my lifef 拍m a te州ble 而stake 1 Tnade, " the president oontinued·

" 1 don’ tt 瓦nk anylx对y can say, ’ Hey, the stateof哪 印试tU司
life 达g了eat, it ’ 5 constant and it ’5 never going to change. ’ 1 think
I ’ vel~ ed enough~ tokn口胃that’5 not加e; thetit ’ salways

a ~ k in pn滩犷ess and youjusthavetoho详you’ regettingbetter

eVe砂 day . "

① p拍rmnent：最突出的

② prof巴以刃：声称；承认

③ p山卫甘召：使净化
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    Cllnton ~ sP“击ing at the willow CreekC 物粗11画 ty

Church, wh嗽 Pastor, Bin Hybels, 15 one of the derics that

Clinton～ 诚th at 卿刘ar Wllite 卜［o USe~ . Clinton’ s

remalks~ ein ~ to quest~ from Hybels during a75 -
mlnute session .

    认、 teF[o use aides如d Clinton娜氏妇to Hybels，。requestfor

an app．玎ance~ ths ago, but ~ y of theln ~ decidedly
unenthusiastic when th即 r翻 喇 以 lier tfus week how public the

~ t would be. They acknowledged, however, that Clinton rnay

场ve been‘嗯er foran 叩portUmty to addr已弥～ thathis
behavior 15 a habilit声 forE曰刃ocrats.

    Hybels, a sh0WTnan pastor who leads a church of 17, 000
melnbers, told Clinton that ~ e stlll think he neve工 really ~ e

clean公刀uthis ~ takes．已访ton民弥 ert目 玩 r " po朋e: " It 城吐 I

ga忱 a 己二 ，四坦石别皿‘, b川司卜玩么 gd 允二瓦y 冼巧工目y

Pal证ul stat的ent to meb ~ 1 had to do it . 1 fina」lyr 翻返ed 二

· it would never be all right unless 1 stCx妇即 there and骊d whatl

did and saidit ~ M几。ng and--a 卯la翻左妇 forit. "

    Clinton, in fact , has apol匆双过 fr因uently for his affai丈．But

ha has never acknowl司ged what ~ y critics ~ der the ~ t

deP10rabl尹印n义月uences of that affair: the而sleading statements
he made under oath in the Paula JOnes lawsuit .

    以nton has paida $ 90, 000 fine as punlshment for that

testirnony . Even 刃，in an NBCN ~ intep月ew threer 的ntha ago

he骊d " 1 atmngly disagree诚th " federal Judge Susan Webber

wright’ s以ing that heh己 when he testifi己 that he neverh泌
sexual旧at～ 俪th Le州朋ky, desPite地 阳玩叫uent adxni~

that sheperfonlledori 刃sex on hinl .

① 五幽 Uty：不利条件；劣势
② deplo括ble：相当糟糕的



    A ~ of 城ng Under sieg姻 see环妇intoC肠 ton’ s间陇kS

t记ay; at～ 州nt ha referTed to hisp拍bl~ bdng " play司out
诚thseV曰司 billion dollo of publidty on then咖 lights before
people . "

    Butha 画d the ady阶it声 肠rc" him to conf拍爪③his
failillg冷．" It may be that if 1 hadn, tb田1 haLock己由们 inthe 认傲y

Iwas andfo 拟dto ~ togri 哪 诚th whatl ’ ddone andthe

con印q卯nces ofit , in suchan 邢汪沮 way, I 而ght 加t ever have

抽d to 州ally deal诫 th it a hundred perCent. "

    The 诚d已花 ngng discussion, lac目 with humor as wellas

int代味曰五m④，touched on theolo罗，网 ticsand碱ence· Init,

Cl~ reCa叩妇⑤～ of his toughest decisions，即d 湘po巾nt

~ ents in his presidency, g仪月朋d bad·

    h was diffi 以 t , he 骊 d , when hed 叭 d已 to interVenem

K~ ，胡d alSO to take action褪卿nst 3ddam Hu议in beCaUSeof
his attempted~ ination offe们爪er presldent George Bush. " I
justco过dn, t walka 场旧y lrom that and pretend it didn ’ t hap讲n

and pretend the people who ~ resp艾巧lble for that tbougbt they

~ ldk 川 anAmericanpr 璐ldentwhohaddone ~ t坛ngthatwe

all , ~ t of us sup详）rt ed in the Gulf War, " he Said·

    Cllnton 画 dal匀 underestirnated the toll that early criticislnof

his adi’ nistr’ationtc 汰 on his lifelong friend and White 物 USe

印～ 1 VinceF 比 t巴． E哭ter oonunltteds 山dde and in a note

~ Pl苗neda比ut 楠 ng 切吐airly critid双刁 in the ~ nl司ia ~

① 叨dersi电e：处于被围攻状态
② ady巴‘ty：逆境；不幸
③ ． n6习nt ：直面

④ 坛以泪诚 thh~ as weu as int心peCtion：既是反省又夹杂着幽默的
    味道

⑤ ～ p户妇：简要重述

        4



ethicalcon认℃时ersies. " I ~ , U淡刁 to bdngb 汾t on thatl ~

insensitive to tha fact that a rnan that lhad lived next dcor to when

1 was4y已”名oldhaddi 必 i心deliterally . "

    He面d诚n几ng pa义扭g姆of his 1993 defidt reduction口an①
~ difficult，侧th its cornbination of tax incre日，治ands卯nding

cuts·”h ~ " veryh叮d forme ," he said, kn小树ng that if the
deficit喇 uctlon plan work司，" 1 would be 拍以ected in 1996 and

〔曰1·ID 即℃crats」物』d have⋯ sacrificed for ad面sion thatl

made and got th助 to support．⋯ That ~ one of my lower
dsys asp以污Ident. "

    The low polnts, he 灿d, be如耐 hisp 巴拟过 币515 over

玫俪nsky, ~ the tragic 1995 肠mbing of Oldaholna City and

俪 ng 18 Am面can so! di二 who ～ 仃”ng to qu山 factional

s苗fe②in 肠n坦lia. " Itt ～司 out tobe 。 咖be五哪 blybl 仪司y

ba记e姐d二咖b山哪 司y ady毗 e drc口现七知反s 题d 18 滋～ g硬尽
di司 and Several hundred of thei巧 did," he骊 d. " Itwasn ’ t the

洲 ofd晰sion made in tha way it should haveb沈n mBde场 me,
动 th our in司 v曰刀ent．户门dl 似 t the sickest 1 have 似 t 滋ncel ’ ve

been here . "

    凡5 greatest一 ts? Winning pa义泊ge of the defidt

r曰ucti呱 act in Au剖st 1993 and a month later, b万ting Palesti垃an

leadery 由ser Arafat and 15扮eli Prime Minister YitzhakF冶bin , as

they由ook hands for the 介巧tt 而e on the Whjte 卜louse lawn . h

~ , he骊d, "an unbelievable day. "

    Qinton saidhe ~ ted to be 氏州旧钊反叭妇 “as the presldent

that 目 Americal 拍nl the industtial era into the 沉FOrmation age 二

．胡d thatl ~ a force for peace andfr 以妇om andd ~ cy in the

们 rld, that tried to bringp 氏ple together inst. d of drive 户泊ple

① 山ficitr团uction plan：赤字削减计划
② queli faction目s川fe：平息宗派争斗



apart · 一 曲 db" ia川ytri 祖 to liftus 叩 明d nlc份e uson·

    ointon 目50 lauded①H尹犯‘for his Pastoral work, ad出ng that

itis ~ ething eve乃心ne in the audience could do. " v几拍t hedid
～ 脚月 for America 块cause In 以妇ed ~ eb闭y to talk to一 tO

bracemeuPandlnakemethinka加utthi哪 in~ her卿 ．" As
he ended, H尹刘sPut 地 ～ oncli ~ ’ 5 sh浏derand娜 y司
嫩th hirn, for him. "Thi川k卿 ，G团，" he对d，、灿t解”wir目
h如叩② tha way you did. "

① lauded：称赞；赞美

⑧ w云曰 hlill 叩：激起他的精神 ，使他活跃起来

    · 6 ·



2 . Ointon : Gratefu 】伪rFO 花iven已粥

    E以inghis匀ul①比肠re th0USandsof毗呢山caln五nisters,
President Clinton said Thur目ay he feels" thisov~ h曲元ng ~
of gratitud尹”to have gaineda 一 offol 杯v～ 玩m
Ameri。”15 for his aff苗r 侧 th 加IO址ca Le初拙 ky.

    Clinton sat be］谕e an audience ofa场ut4 , 500 侧th the Rev·

BiliHy饭七，~ or户”tor of willowCI锐kC口爪m山滋ty ChUrCh alld
aointonadvi 别汀～ 1992, forhisnx 万trev 成山ngdisc理弥ioneve了

a场ut his sPiri耐 细吧目essi~ his aff苗r 诫thL 巴葫nsky, a
佃阴曰Wllite flouse intern , nearly bmught dOWn hisp众当ld即cy·

    Tul‘吧a COnf行即Ce of eVa奥尹运ds血也功 publicco记迁‘or司，
晚 司卫目 the affajr 、 te幻口ble 比妇．山e. "

    氏 u~ ces③印』d havea网 ti阅即p朗t④：明此F份esid即t
川C冶民（~ web sites) , a week away知力lhis ~ nation as the
D助】仪花tic stands记－悦肛巴⑤to succ以妇C】jnton , bas soff即目 in the

州坛加m肠ng tied to a presldent wh脱 j山 叩阿）v al 15 high but

wh吸 ethics have山rawn 侧despread ～ ·

    white玩既 铆 ke钾朋 Joel众肠盯t 面d the 串毗h ~
sch司川已滋～ ha ago. The山SCUSSion初thg 旧up leaderHy饭七

was not sup闪初 tofc 祀us on thel 无侧朋kyn 班tter , but

~ tive members insist记 Hyl祀15 bri飞 it 叩，L艾k玩时 said.

    儿ked foro 加比理nent , Cliff 加坛y, a Republican Natiollal

① 饭‘呀 his印ul：赤裸裸地袒露他自己的灵魂

② ～ he碗昭～ of gratitude：无法言传的深深的感激
③ utt．门。ces：言论；话

④ 双nPact：影响
⑤ 沁叮山红d－块肚巴：掌旗者



cDrmnittees卯kesrnan，涵d, " If it ’ 5 therapeutic①for ointonto
回k about his perso耐 g旧wth, I ～ 耐y初shh如 well. "

    " 1 fe日much~ atp ~ tllaill 璐edto, " O派ton以d the

cl巴召ymen，刊m旧ng 11, 000 attending armn改ers’ lead毗hip
①记改即ce. " 1 don’ tt 肠欣曲沙司y can say, ’H勿，the stateof明
spiritual life 159了eat. ’ 1 don’ t think that ’ sti " e. It ’ 5 alwaysa

卿 rk in progr已治．"

    以 nton面d thedi昭冲ce he suffer司made肠m facethe trUth.

    " hIT场y be that if 1 didn’ t getk以滋司改阴n ⋯ I 加ghtnot
抽ve hadto 拍山y deal 诚 th it 100 percent, " Ointon 骊d, in

ap户汀ent reference tohis 油Peachrnent② bythe 卜［o useof
Representatives .

    “玩 af山iny way, when you feel th映 访nothing left to hide,
it ~ offr 叱 you叩 to do what you ought to be doing an到vay. I

伯el thisov~ he坛ning~ of gratitude. 1 alSOlear’nedalot 公力ut
肠心 veness, "

    He 涵d ~ tban 60 percent of Ameri～ 抽ve、tuck诚th
m夕 ．"

    As for people who sayhe ~ er rea】lya 卯l匆眼1 for whathe

did , Clinton 骊d th溉 who ~ his nationallytel 翻涨月

印 nfessi一 and watchedh油 印pe 诚th the 如pea山祝nt crisi犷
could not 闪 翻bly doubt his sincerity.

    " There~ at 而e whenl ~ u声et欲刀ut it . But thenl
招alized that ～ 即以her form of def白巧i~ , " Ointon 函d·

“⋯ It’ , justa ~ h for notd司ing初th whatyou, re sup闪刘
tobe 妞山ng诚th．与 1 just let it 90. 1 ho伴户那掩can seeit’ s

① 山． peu成：治愈他心灵创伤的

② in 叩parent referencetohislm户阳 chment：很明显是指他的被弹劾一
    事

③ stuck 俪th 舰 ：坚持站在我一边

      8 ·


