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1.Contrite Clinton Claims Renewal®

President Clinton told ministers Thursday he feels “ much
more at peace” than he used to thanks to pastoral counseling®.

In starkly personal remarks® about his moral failings and
spiritual revival®, President Clinton today expressed anew his
remorse for the sex scandal that nearly toppled his presidency® two
years ago and said voters must not hold Vice President Gore
responsible for sins that weren’t his.

“Surely, no fair-minded person would blame [ Gore] for the
mistakes I’ ve made,” Clinton declared to a gathering of evangelical
ministers® here, in a session beamed® by satellite to 15 cities
across North America.

The remarkable event seemed to be a mix of. spontaneous
reflection and purposeful message-sending. Clinton spoke four days
before he is to give a valedictory address® celebrating his record at
the Democratic National Convention in Los Angeles, and he seemed
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eager to directly address the most prominent® blot on that legacy.

Some Gore loyalists, long fearful that the vice president will be
hurt by public perceptions of a low moral tone in this White House,
* had hoped that Clinton would use that occasion to send a message of
contrition similar to what he delivered today. Clinton, aides said,
has no intention of doing that at Los Angeles.

In suburban Chicago this afternoon, however, the president
guided his audience through the most discursive public tour of his
inner life that any president has ever given. In confessional tones,
he talked about the pastoral counseling sessions he began two years
ago after admitting his affair with former intern Monica S.
Lewinsky and professed® to “feel much more at‘péace than 1 used

to.

Apparently referring to a pattern of adulterous behavior,
Clinton said that public exposure was liberating. “1 think that as
awful as what I went through, humiliating as it was—more to
others than to me, even—sometimes when you think you’ ve got
something behind you and then it’s not behind you, this sort of
purging® process, if it doesn’ t destroy you, can bring you to a
different place,” he said.

“I’m in the second year of a process of trying to totally rebuild
my life from a terrible mistake I made,” the president continued.
“Idon’ t think anybody can say, ‘Hey, the state of my spiritual
life is great, it’s constant and it’s never going to change. ‘I think
I’ ve learned enough now to know that’s not true; that it’ s always
a work in progress and you just have to hope you’re getting better
every day. ”
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Clinton was speaking at the Willow Creek Community
Church, whose pastor, Bill Hybels, is one of the clerics that
Clinton meets with at regular White House sessions. Clinton’ s
remarks came in answer to questions from Hybels during a 75-
minute session.

White House aides said Clinton agreed to Hybels’s request for
an appearance months ago, but many of them were decidedly
unenthusiastic when they realized earlier this week how public the
event would be. They acknowledged, however, that Clinton may
have been eager for an opportunity to address concerns that his
behavior is a liability® for Democrats.

Hybels, a showman pastor who leads a church of 17, 000
members, told Clinton that some still think he never really came
clean about his mistakes. Clinton asserted in response: “I think I
gave 2 cleer, mambiguous, brutally frank end frankly persomsily
painful statement to me because I had to do it. I finally realized . .
- it would never be all right unless I stood up there and said what I
did and said it was wrong and apologized for it. ”

Clinton, in fact, has apologized frequently for his affair. But
he has never acknowledged what many critics consider the most
deplorable® consequences of that affair: the misleading statements
he made under cath in the Paula Jones lawsuit.

Clinton has paid a $90, 000 fine as punishment for that
testimony. Even so, in an NBC News interview three months ago
he said “I strongly disagree with” federal Judge Susan Webber
Wright’ s ruling that he lied when he testified that he never had
sexual relations with Lewinsky, despite his subsequent admissions
that she performed oral sex on him.
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A sense of being under siege® seeped into Clinton” s remarks
today; at one point he referred to his problems being “played out
with several billion dollars of publicity on the neon lights before
people. ”

But he said the adversity® forced him to confront® his
failings. “It may be that if I hadn’ t been knocked down in the way
I was and forced to come to grips with what I’ d done and the .
consequences of it, in such an awful way, I might not ever have
had to really deal with it a hundred percent.”

The wide-ranging discussion, laced with humor as well as
introspection®, touched on theology, politics and science. In it,
Clinton recapped® some of his toughest decisions, and important
moments in his presidency, good and bad.

It was difficult, he said, when he decided to intervene in
Kosovo, and also to take action against Saddam Hussein because of
his attempted assassination of former president George Bush. “I
just couldn’ t walk away from that and pretend it didn’ t happen
and pretend the people who were responsible for that thought they
could kill an American president who had done something that we
all, most of us supported in the Gulf War,” he said.

Clinton said also underestimated the toll that early criticism of
his administration took on his lifelong friend and White House
counsel Vince Foster. Foster committed suicide and in a note
complained about being unfairly criticized in the news media over

under siege: &b T8 B BCRE
adversity ; Wi 83 ; g
confront ; B &

laced with humor as well as introspection: BE & [Z 45 X J¢ 7 % e BR &%
BRI
recapped: fij 2 H iR

4 -

® ©8ee6os



ethical controversies. “I was so used to being beat on that 1 was
insensitive to the fact that a man that I had lived next door to when
I was 4 years old had died inside literally. ” »

He said winning passage of his 1993 deficit reduction plan®
was difficult, with its combination of tax increases and spending
cuts. "It was “very hard for me,” he said, knowing that if the
deficit reduction plan worked, “I would be reelected in 1996 and

[Hill Democrats] would have . . . sacrificed for a decision that I
made and got them to support. . . . That was one of my lower
days as president. ”

The low points, he said, beyond his personal crisis over
Lewinsky, were the tragic 1995 bombing of Oklahoma City and
losing 18 American soldiers who were trying to quell factional
strife® in Somalia. “It turned out to be an unbelievably bloody
battle under unbelievably adverse circumstantes and 18 of our guys
died and several hundred of theirs did,” he said. “It wasn’t the
sort of decision made in the way it should have been made by me,
with our involvement. And I felt the sickest I have felt since I’ ve
been here.”

His greatest moments? Winning passage of the deficit
reduction act in August 1993 and a month later, hosting Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, as
they shook hands for the first time on the White House lawn. It
was, he said, “an unbelievable day.”

Clinton said he wanted to be remermbered “as the pre@ident
that led America from the industrial era into the information age . .
. and that I was a force for peace and freedom and decency in the
wotld, that tried to bﬁng people together instead of drive people
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apart . . . and basically tried to lift us up and move us on.”

Clinton also lauded® Hybels for his pastoral work, adding that
it is something everyone in the audience could do. “What he did
was good for America because I needed somebody to talk to—to
brace me up and make me think about things in another way.~ As
he ended, Hybels put his arm on Clinton’ s shoulder and prayed
with him, for him. “Thank you, God,” be said, “that.you wired
him up@ the way you did. ”
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2. Clinton: Grateful for Forgiveness

Baring his soul® before thousands of evangelical ministers,
President Clinton said Thursday he feels “this overwhelming sense
of gratitude®” to have gained a measure of forgiveness fxorn‘
Armericans for his affair with Monica Lewinsky.

Clinton sat before an audience of about 4,500 with the Rev.
Bill Hybels, senior pastor of Willow Creek Community Church and
a Clinton adviser since 1992, for his most revealing discussion ever
about his spiritual struggles since his affair with Lewinsky, a
former White House intern, nearly brought down his presidency.

Turning a conference of evangelicals into a public confessional,
he called the affair “a terrible mistake. ”

His utterances® could have a political impact®: Vice President
Al Gore (news-web sites), a week away from his nomination as the
Democratic standard-bearer® to succeed Clinton, has suffered in the
polls from being tied to a president whose job approval is high but
whose ethics have drawn widespread scorn.

White House spokesman Joe Lockhart said the speech was
scheduled six months ago. The discussion with group leader Hybels
was not supposed to focus on the Lewinsky matter, but
conservative members insisted Hybels bring it up, Lockhart said.

Asked for comment, Cliff May, a Republican National
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Committee spokesman, said, “IHf it’s therapeutic® for Clinton to
talk about his personal growth, I can only wish him well.”

“I feel much more at peace than I used to,” Clinton told the
clergymen, among 11, 000 attending a ministers’ leadership
conference. “I don’t think anybody can say, ‘Hey, the state of my
spiritual life is great.” I don’t think that’s true. It’s slways a
work in progress. ”

Clinton said the disgrace he suffered made him face the truth.

“It may be that if I didn’t get knocked down ... I might not
have had to really deal with it 100 percent,” Clinton said, in
apparent reference to his impeachment® by the House of
Representatives.

“In a funny way, when you feel there is nothing left to hide,
it sort of frees you up to do what you ought to be doing anyway. I
feel this overwhelming sense of gratitude. I also learned a lot about
forgiveness. ”

He said more than 60 percent of Americans have “stuck with
me®. ” '

As for people who say he never really apologized for what he
did, Clinton said those who saw his nationally televised
confession—and watched him cope with the impeachment crisis—
could not possibly doubt his sincerity.

“There was a time when I was upset about it. But then I
realized that was another form of defensiveness,” Clinton said.
“... It’s just a crutch for not dealing with what you’ re supposed
to be dealing with. So I just let it go. I hope people can see it’s

@ therapeutic: J§ -0 R8I AY
® in apparent reference to his impeachment: {8 8 & 48 M (9 B W% —
o
@ stuck with me: RIEF{ER—D
.8 .



