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Lesson 1 Arrival of a Foreign Businessman o1

Lesson 1 Arrival of a Foreign
Businessman

1-1 At the Customs

All guests, visitors, businessmen and tourists coming to
China, no matter which city they enter, have to go through the
Customs. The Customs formalities are quite simple. Before the
plane lands in China, a declaration form is given to every
passenger on it. All passengers are required to fill in the form for
Customs Inspection in accordance with the instructions on it. After
landing , they go to one of the several waiting rooms at the airport
Jor Customs Inspection. Now Mr. Anderson is going through the

Customs.

CO. Please bring your luggage here for inspection. Will you
show me your declaration form, please?

A: Here you are, officer.

CO: Is all your luggage here?

A: Yes, a briefcase, a travelling bag and a suitcase.

CO: Your briefcase is exempted from examination. Will you

open this suitcase please?
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CO.

CO.

CO.

Certainly.

Have you anything to declare?

No. I have only personal effects.

Have you got any spirits or tobacco?

Yes, I’ve got some cigarettes and two bottles of whisky.
How many packets of cigarettes?

Eight packets.

That’s not in excess of the duty-free allowance. Well, 1
see you have two cameras and eight electronic calculators.
Yes, one camera for personal use and the other is intended
to be a gift. The electronic calculators are samples for the
corporation.

Each passenger is allowed one camera duty-free. You’ll
have to pay duty for the other one. As for the samples they
are dutiable. T’ll release them now, but you’ll have to
submit a written statement on your exit by the corporation
receiving the samples.

Well, where shall T pay the duty for the camera?

Please wait a moment, I’ll make out the duty memo...
There you are. Take this and pay the man over there.
(Returning) I’ve paid the duty. Here is the receipt.

Very well. (Marking the suitcase to indicate it has been
cleared by the Customs). That’s all. T hope you’ll enjoy
your stay in China, Mr. Anderson.

Thank you, officer.
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1-2 At the Airport

at

Mpr. John Anderson, a businessman from Los Angeles arrives

Tianjin International Airport. Chen Mei, the secretary of

Tianjin Light Industrial Products Import & Export Corporation ,

is now at the airport to meet Mr. Anderson.

C:

@

o >

Excuse me, Sir. Are you Mr. John Anderson from Los

Angeles?

: Yes, I am.

: We have been expecting you, Mr. Anderson. I’m Chen Mei,

from Tianjin Industrial Products Import &. Export
Corporation. I’'m the secretary of the manager Mr. Wang

Lin.

: Glad to meet you, Miss Chen.

: Glad to meet you, too, Mr. Anderson. Welcome to Tianjin.

Our manager has asked me to meet you here. He’ll come to

greet you later at the hotel.

: Thank you. Miss Chen. It’s very kind of you to come and

meet me.

: Not at all. We are very happy about your coming. Did you

have a good journey, Mr. Anderson?

: Yes. I had a pleasant flight.
: How long did it take you to fly here from Los Angeles?

: It’s quite a long way to China. We’ve been flying 14 hours to

Beijing and another 30 minutes to Tianjin.

: Then you must be rather tired after such a long trip.
: Not very. I’'m quite used to trips like this.

: Do you like travelling?
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: As a matter of fact, I do. As a businessman I’m ready to go

anywhere that business calls me. I have heard a lot about
your city. I have been waiting for a chance to come here to do

business and to see Tianjin.

: Hope you will have a good time here, Mr. Anderson.
: Thank you.

Let me help you with your luggage. Our car is waiting

outside.

3 On the Way to the Hotel

Mr. Anderson and Miss Chen get into the car and on their

way to the hotel. They are talking about the hotel, the city and the

schedule for Mr. Anderson’s first day in Tianjin.

ooz

. How far is it to the hotel?

About 40 minutes’ ride.

. In which hotel will T live?

We’ve reserved one suite for you at Sheraton Hotel. It’s one
of the best hotels in Tianjin. I hope you will enjoy your stay

here.

: I’'m sure I will. Thank you.
: Is this your first visit to China?

: No. I visit China frequently. But this is indeed my first trip

to Tianjin. I’'m really happy to be here. It is a large city,

isn’t it?

: Yes. Tianjin is one of the four municipalities in China. It has

thirteen districts and five counties.
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: It’s really a large one.

: Yeah. In fact, it is an industrial and commercial center in

North China.

: How many people are there in the city?

About 9,000,000.

Oh, there are so many people here. How far is it from
Beijing?

120 km.

: Are there many scenic spots in Tianjin?

Yes, there are. Some are better-known throughout China.

: I’ve heard you have a special economic area here.

Yes. It is called Tianjin Economic and Technological Devel-

opment Area. Many foreigners have invested there.

: I hope to know more about this beautiful city.

: You will, I’'m sure. Well, Mr. Anderson, would you like to

know the schedule for your first day here?

: That’s great. I’'m at your disposal.

: Tomorrow morning at 9:00, we intend to take you to the

Industrial Exhibition if you like. There are various new
industrial products on display. You may have a general idea

of various industries in this city.

: That’s wonderful!

: We’ll have lunch at Foreign Guest Canteen (Dengyinglou)

Restaurant at 12:00. In the afternoon we’d like to show you

around our sample room.

: It sounds good.

: I’'m glad you like it. You may rest assured that everything

can be arranged to your satisfaction. And... (They go on

with their talking. )
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(After a While, the car pulls up at the gate of the hotel.)

C: Here we are at the hotel.

A: Oh, it’s a wonderful place.

C: Let’s go to the reception desk first.

Words and Expressions

(

1. Luggage

pieces of luggage

trunk

briefcase

travelling bag

label ;tag

baggage check-in counter

2. Customs

to attend to (go through) one’s entry
formalities

to attend to (go through) one’s exit
formalities

customs house; customs

customs formalities

customs declaration

customs examination s

customs officer

to attend to (go through) the passport
formalities

health certificate

3. Flight

take off

stop-over

)

luggage check
suitcase

handbag
registered luggage

baggage claim counter

duty-free articles
dutiable articles

luggage declaration

personal effects (personal belongings)

contraband
confiscate
traveller’s check

to declare something

the duty amounts to. ..

to fill in a form

bumpy flight

smooth landing
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first class

economy class

land

to refuel

smooth flight

non-stop flight

boarding check

to get into (board ) a plane (boat, train,
bus ) (GEEN . )

4. weather

sunny

cloudy

drizzle

pour

breeze

thaw

storm

damp

windy

mild

temperature

Centigrade

Fahrenheit

clear up

clear

overcast

rain

shower

snow

foggy

blow over (G

muggy ,

gloomy

a cold wave

to have a pleasant (smooth, comfortable,
tiring )journey ( trip ) (
. N )

to fly from...to...

flight delayed ( cancelled ) due to bad

weather s ( )

to be delayed by

to be airsick (to suffer from air-sickness)

20 degrees below

35 degrees above

breezy

clear up

climate

Is the climate here similar to... ?

------ ?

What’s the best season in... 2 eeeee
7

It’s neither hot nor cold.

What about winter in...? e«
?
The city has a continental monsoon
climate  with clear cut seasonal
changes. s

How do you like the weather in. .. ?

------ 2

What’s the weather like in your
hometown? ?
We have four seasons of spring.



Useful Sentences

1. Excuse me, but are you Mr. Anderson from London?
Yes, I am John Anderson.
If ’'m not mistaken, you must be Miss Anderson from
London.
I’m sorry, you’ve got the wrong person.
2. Have you checked in at the Counter yet?
Have you shown your ticket and passport at the Counter?
3. How do 1 go about it ?
What shall 1 do about this procedure?
4. Did you have a pleasant journey?
Did you have a (smooth, nice ){light?
5. The in-flight service was very pleasant.
The air service was satisfactory.
6. Let me help you with your luggage.
Let me carry the luggage for you.
7. 1 can manage it.
I can do it myself.
8. 1 would like you to meet our managing director Mr. Wang.
Allow me to introduce you to my colleagues.
9. T am a staff member from the Machinery Corporation.
I am an interpreter from the China Council for the Promotion
of International Trade.
10. You must be rather tired after such a long trip.

I guess you must feel fatigued after a long journey.



