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UNIT ONE

MEETING A FOREIGN
BUSINESS FRIEND

1. Talks

1. At the Airport

(Mr. Michel Jefferson, a British entrepreneur arrives at
Xi'an Xianyang Airport. He approaches Ms. Qiao Zhen and Mr.
Zhong Qiang from Xi' an Textiles Import and Export

Corporation, while seeing his name on a placard they raise. )

Qiaou Excuse me” but arennt you Mr6Michael Jefferson from
BritainN

Jefferson: Yes, I am Michael Jefferson.

Qiao: Nice to meet you, Mr. Jefferson. I'm Qiao Zhen from Xi’
an Textiles Import and Export Corporation, and this is
Mr. Zhong Qiang, the deputy manager of our corporation.
We' ve come to meet you.

Jefferson: Nice to meet you, too, (They shake hands.) Thank
you very much for you to meet me here.

Qiao: No thanks.

Zhongu Is this all your luggageN



Jefferson: Yes, a travelling bag and a briefcase, that' s all 1
have.

Zhong : Please let me take this travelling bag for you.

Jefferson: Oh, thank you.

Qiaou MréJefferson” is this your first trip to XinanN

Jefferon: Yes, But I' ve been to Guangzhou and Shanghai once. 1
came to China last year.

Qiao: That's wonderful. You must know a lot about China.

Jefferson: Only a little. T hope I will know more.

Qiao: I'm sure you will. This way, please.

2. On the Way to the Hotel

Qiao: Here is our car, Mr. Jefferson. Please get in. (They get
into the car.)

Jeffersonu Is Xinan Xianyang Airport newly builtN

Zhong: Yes, It's built in 1990. It is the largest modern civil
airport in the northwest and also one of the important
hubs of air communications in China. It has established
nearly 50 domestic scheduled flight lines and opened air
lines to Japan, Singapore and Hongkong.

Jeffersonu Mm-+-+ . Good) Is it close to XinanN

Zhong: Not very close. It is situated to the Northeast of
Xianyang. Xianyang City is 28 kilometers away from Xi’
an.

Jeffersonu Is Xianyang an old city as XinanN

Zhong: Yes, Xianyang used to be the capital of the Qin kingdom
during the warring states period in Chinese history. Qin

Shihuang, the emperor of the Qin dynasty, had built



himself up here and finally established the first centralized
feudal unitary multi-national empire.

Jefferson: 1 know a little about Chinese history. 1’ m very
interested in that. Thank you very much for your
introduction.

Zhong: You are welcome.

Qiao: Look at those high buildings over there. That is Xi’ an
City.

Jefferson: I' m very glad to hear we are approaching the city
now. I was told there are many historical cultural sites
around Xi’ an.

Qiao: Yes, Xi’an had been the capitals of eleven dynasties for
1068 years in Chinese history, including the Western
Zhou, the Zhou, the Qin, the Western Han, the Sui and
the Tang, etc. and there are some remains of those
dynasties. For example, Emperor Qin Shihuang’' s
Mausoleum and the Terracotta Warriors and Horses were
the remains of the Qin Dynasty, the Da Yan Pogoda was
the remains of the Tang Dynasty, etc.

Jeffersonu Thatns good) Maybe 1 will have time to visit some
sites. I heard Xi’ an is now developing very fast,
especially in industry6 could you tell me something about
thatN

Qiao: Certainly. Xi' an is one of the national industrial hubs
with a compehensive system of machine manufacturing,
textiles” electronics and national defence industries” etc6
1The Electric Engineering, in the western suburb is one
of the three largest national production bases of high-
voltage  power  transmission and  transformation
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equipment6 In the east suburb, “The Textile Town, is
one of the important textile induitry bases in our country.
In the southswest suburb, “The Electronic Town, is
newly established and it mainly develops high science and
technology. Some of the products are exported to many
countries and areas, such as machinery and textiles, etc.
In addition, many joint ventures and cooperative
enterprises have been set up in this city and they are doing
well. Quite a few of those enterprises have made a profit
much bigger than their investment , so more and more

overseas businesses are coming here.

Jefferson: Do you have any special policies for foreigners

investing in XinanN

Qiaou We have a pamphlet called 1Guidebook for Investment in

Xi"an” . There are some policies concerned for foreign
investors in it6 But it is not at hand6 Shall I give it to you

tomorrowlN

Jeffersonu Good) I’ m expecting it.

Qiao: Well, here we are at the hotel. Let’s be off.
3. In the Hotel
(AT THE RECEPTION DESK)

Attendantu Good afternoon” Sir6 What can I do for youN

Jefferson: Good afternoon.

Qiao: Excuse me. I’ ve booked a suite for my guest, Mr. Michael

Jefferson, from Britain.

Attendant: Let me see. Yes it is. It's Room 10915. It's on the

tenth floor. Welcome to our hotel, Mr. Jefferson.



Jefferson: Thank you.

Attendant: Now, Mr. Jefferson, here is the guest registration
form6 Would you mind giving me your passport and filling
in this formN

Jefferson: O. K RAfter filling in the formCHere you are6 Is it all
rightN

Attendant: Well, let me see—nationlity, age, profession---yes.
But please put the room number at the top right— this
place. That's right.

Jeffersonu Whatns my room number”’eh N1’ ve forgot it.

Attendant: Room 10915.

Jefferson: Yes, Room No. 10915,0. HN

Attendant: Yes, that' 1l do. Now, here are your passport and
the key to your room, Mr. Jefferson. The western
restaurant and Chinese restaurant and the bar are all on
this floor at the right and left corners respectively. They
serve all day long from 7 : 00 am till 11 : 00pm. Over that
counter you may do currency exchange. And at the back
corner there is a post office.

Jefferson: Thank you for your briefing.

Attendant; You are welcome. Now 1’1l take you to your room.
Let me help you with your luggage. This way, please.
The elevator is at the end of the hallway on the left.

(Getting out from the elevator)
Attendant: Turn to the left, please. Here you are. Hoping you
have a pleasent stay here. Byebye.
Jeffersonu Byebye6 Ah6 What a lovely room )
(Towards Ms. Qiao and Mr. Zhong) Thank you very much
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for your arrangements and kind help.

Qiao: It' s our pleasure. I' m afraid we have to say goodbye to
you now.

Zhong: Well, tomorrow morning will be for our first business
talk. In the afternoon, we'’ll invite you to visit one of our
factories. And in the evening, at 6 : 00, the general
manager of our corporation will give you a dinner in your
honour.

Jeffersonu Very nice6 When shall we meet again tomorrow
morningN

Qiao: What about 9 : 00 onclockN

Jefferson: Fine. See you tomorrow then.

Qiao :
See you.
Zhong .

Words and Expressions

1. entrepreneur n. f
entrepreneurship n. ( . .
)
2.approach  v.t.  ceeeer ;
3. textile n. ; a.
textile fibres
a textile fabric ,
textile machinery
the textile industry
4. corporation n. .
a trading corporation
5.placard n. , ; ,
6.luggage n. [ ] ( baggage)



10.
11.
12.
13.

14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22.
23.
24.
25.

three pieces (  articles)of luggage
check one’s luggage

registered luggage

. get in ;

Let’s get in the car. .

The train got in on time.

. civil adj.

.hubn. ( . \ )

a hub of commerce

the warring states period

dynasty n.

feudal adj. ;

the feudal age

the feudal system

unitary adj. 5 ;

a unitary government

multi-national adj.

empire n.

remains 1. ;

Emperor Qin Shihuang’s Mausoleum
the Terra-cotta Warriors and Horses
Da Yan Pogoda

comprehensive adj. ;
comprehensive planning
high-voltage

transmission n. ; .
transformation n. ;

joint venture

situated adj. ...... y eeeees



