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1) What is the main idea of the passage ?

2) What is the passage mainly about ?

3) Which of the following best summarizes the main idea of the passage ?
4) What is the main topic (subject) of this passage ?
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5) Which of the following is the main topic of the passage ?
6) With what topic is the passage primarily concerned ?

7) Which of the following is the best title of the passage ?
8) What would be the best title for this passage ?

9) What is the author’ s main purpose in this passage ?

1) The main idea of the passage is (about)

2) The passage is mainly about :
3) This passage is about
4) This passage discusses (explains) :

5) The topic sentence of the passage is
6) The (best) title of the passage is
7) The most appropriate title for the passage would be

8) The author s purpose in writing this passage is
9) The purpose of the passage is

10) This passage is written to explain :
11) In the passage, the author is trying to tell us

12) The passage mainly deals with :
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1) Which of the following is true according to the passage ?

2) Which of the following is not true (correct) according to the passage ?
3) Which of the following is (not) mentioned (included) in the passage ?
4) Which of the following best describes the organization of the passage ?
5) Which of the following statements does the writer support ?

6) In the passage the author mentions al the following EXCEPT _____

7) Where does the author mention in the passage about ?
8) According to the passage,which of the following statements is NOT TRUE ?
9) According to the passage, what is true about ?
10) According to the passage, which of the following words best describes__~ ?
11) According to the passage, why has the author chosentodiscuss _____ ?
12) What does the author say about _____ ?
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1) The word (phrase, expresson) most probably means

2) The word (phrase, expresson) in the passage probably refers to (means) :
3) Theideaof the word (phrase, expresson) implies roughly

4) In the last sentence of the passage the phrase refers to

5) The word (phrase, expresson) suggests that

6) By saying that* ... the author means that
7) From the context the word most probably means

8) The word (phrase, expresson) is closest in meaning to
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1) From the passage we know that

2) From the passage we can draw the conclusion that

3) From the passage we can infer that
4) 1t can (may) beinferred (concluded) from the passage that ____ .
5) It isimplied in the passage that
6) It is suggested by the author that __

7) The author implies, but does not directly state that
8) The author s attitude toward .. is :
9) Which of the following would the author probably agree with ?

10) What do you suppose was the attitudeof ___ ?

11) What is the message the author wants to convey in the passage ?

12) What is the author’ s opinion (viewpoint) concerning _____ ?

13) What is the author’ s real feeling about ?

14) Which of the following can be inferred from the passage about ______ ?
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1) The paragraph following the passage most probably discusses

2) This passage will most probably be followed by a discussion of :
3) The passage is most likely a part of

4) The passage most probably came from :
5) The passage is probably taken from a book about

6) The author of this passage is most probably a

7) What will probably follow this passage ?
8) What does the paragraph following the passage most probably discuss ?
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(1) (skimming):

? : :

(2) (scanning) :

(3) (critical reading) : ,
212

: 70 ,
35 : 20 : 15
: 4 :
, ?
(1)

: The way people cling to the belief that a fun-
filled, pain-free life equals happiness actually diminishes their chances of ever attaining real happi-
ness . 25 5

: The way people cling to the beliefl that a fun-filled,
pain-free life equas happiness actualy diminishes their chanceg of ever attaining rea happiness .



(2)

2 2
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(1)
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Title |
Purpose ,
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generaly speaking, similarly, first(ly), because, therefore, thus
: but, however, yet, nevertheless, though, athough

(1) :

(2) : (

(3) : :

Passage 1

My father sreaction to the bank building at 43rd Street and Fifth Avenuein New York City

was immediate and definite:* You won’ t catch me putting my money in there ! he declared .
“ Not in that glass box !

Of course, my father is a gentleman of the old school, a member of the generation to whom
a good deal of modern architecture is upsetting, but | am convinced that his negative response was
not so much to the architecture as to a violation of his concept of the nature of money .

In his generation money was thought of as area commodity that could be carried, or stolen .
Consequently, to attract the custom of a snsible man, a bank had to have heavy walls, barred
windows, and bronze doors, to affirm the fact, however untrue, that money would be safe in-
side . If abuilding’ s design made it appear impenetrable the institution was necessarily reliable,
and the meaning of the heavy wall as an architecture symbol dwelt in the prevailing attitude to-
ward money .

But that attitude toward money has of course changed . Excepting pocket money, cash of any
kind is now rarely used; money as a tangible commodity has largely been replaced by credit . A
deficit economy, accompanied by huge expansion, hasled usto think of money as a product of the
creative imagination . The banker no longer offers us a safe: he offers us a service —a service in
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which the most valuable element is the creativity necessary for the generation of greater wealth . It

IS in no way surprising, in view of this change in attitude, that we are witnessing the disappear-

ance of the heavy-walled bank .

Just as the older bank emphaszed its strength, this bank by its architecture boasts of its

Imaginative powers . From this point of view it is hard to say where architecture ends and human

assertion begins .

1.

. The word" tangible” (Para.4, Line 2) refers to something

The main idea of this passage is that

A . money is not as vauable asit might have been in the past

B . the architectural style of the older bank is superior to that of the modern bank
C . changes have taken place in both the appearance and the concept of banks

D . prejudice makes the older generation think that the modern bank is unreliable

. What are the attitudes of the older generation and the younger generation toward money ?

A . The former thinks more of it than the latter .

B . The younger generation values money more than the older generation .

C .Both generations rely on the imaginative power of bankers to make money whatever the
bank might look like .

D . The former regardsit as area commodity while the latter considersit to be a means to pro-
duce more money .

A . that is usable B . that can be touched

C . that is precious D . that can be reproduced
. According to this passage, a modern banker should be____ .
A . ambitious and friendly B . reliable and articulate

C . imaginative and creative D . sensble and impenetrable

. It can be inferred from the passage that the author’ s attitude toward the new trend in banking

IS
A . cautious B . positive
C . regretful D . doubtful

commodity bronze affirm dwell deficit

imaginative  ambitious  articulate cautious

1 main idea ,

But : ,
C But :



Passage 2

In the United States, the need to protect plant and animal species has become a highly con-
trovergal and sharply political issue snce the passage of the Endangered Species Act in 1973 . The
act, designed to protect species living areas, and policies that preserve land and forests compete
with economic interests . In the 1990’ s, for example, the woodcutters in the Western United
States were challenged legaly in their attempt to cut trees for timber in the Cascade Mountains .
The challenge was mounted to protect the endangered spotted owl ( ), whose remaining
population occupies these forests and requires the intact, ancient forest for surviva . The proble-
matic Stuation set the interests of environmentalists against those of corporations and of individu-
als who stood to lose jobs . After months of debate and legal battles, the fate of the woodcutters—
and the owls—was still undecided in mid-1992 .

Similar tensions exist between the developed and the developing nations . Many people in in-
dustrialized nations, for example, believe that developing nations in tropical regions should do
more to protect their rain forests and other natura areas . But the developing countries may beim-
poverished( ), with populations growing so rapidly that usng the land is a means to tem-
porarily avoid worsening poverty and starvation .

Many of the changes to Earth that concern scientists have the potential to rob the planet of
its biological richness . The destruction of Earth’ sozone layer( ), for example, could con-
tribute to the general process of impoverishment by allowing ultra-violet rays to harm plants and
animals . And global warming could wipe out species unable to quickly adapt to changing climates .
Clearly, protecting will come only through coordinated internationa efforts to control human po-
pulation, stabilizethe composition of the atmosphere, and preserve intact( ) Earth’ s com-
plex web of life .

1 . Why does the author say that the protection of endangered species is a highly controversia is-
sue ?
A . Because people can’ t agree as to what species to protect .
B . Because it is difficult to find an effective way to protect such species .
C . Because it afects the interests of certain groups of people .
D . Because it is a mgor problem involving a series of legal procedures .
2 . According to the passage, the preservation of rain forests
A . may hamper a developing country in its fight against poverty
B . benefits developed countries rather than developing countries
C . should take priority over the control of human population
D . will help improve the living conditions in developing countries
3 . According to the passage, cutting trees to grow more food

A . will widen the gap between the developed and the developing countries
B .is but a short-term relief to the food problem

C . can hardly aleviate the shortage of food

D . proves to be an effective way out for impoverished nations



4 . Amond humanity’ s current problems,” the chief concern of the scientists is

A . the impoverishment of developing countries
B . the explosion of the human population
C . the reduction of biological diversty
D . the effect of global warming
5. The author s purpose in writing this passage is

A . to describe the difficulties in solving humanity’ s current problems

B . to present the different views on humanity’ s current problems

C . to analyse the contradiction between countriesin dealing with humanity’ s current problems
D . to point out that humanity’ s current problems can only be solved through the cooperation

of nations
species timber intact survival
ultraviolet global stabilize web
controversial hamper alleviate priority
5 Purpose
: ,  protecting will come only through coordinated
international efforts to control human population . . . : D
222
(1) According According to the passage
(2) Except , " All of the following (sentences) are
true Except .. ., :
(3) NOT except
(4) Mention - Which of the following is not mentioned in the passage ?
(5) Number : ,
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(scanning) , , ,

Passage 3

What accounts for the great outburst of maor inventions in early America—breakthroughs
such as the telegraph, the steamboat and the weaving machine ?

Among the many shaping factors, | single out the country’ s excellent elementary schools; a
labor force that welcomed the new technology; the practice of giving premiums to inventors; and
above all the American genius for nonverbal ,“ spatial” thinking about things technological .

Why mention the elementary schools ?Because thanks to these schools our early mechanics,
especially in the New England Middle Atlantic states, were generdly literate and at home in
arithmetic and in some aspects of geometry and trigonometry .

Acute foreign observers related American adaptiveness and inventiveness to this educational
advantage . As a member of a British commission visiting here in 1853 reported,“ With a mind
prepared by thorough schoaol discipline, the American boy develops rapidly into the skilled work-
man ”

A further stimulus to invention came from the* premium” system, which preceded our
patent system and for years ran parallel with it . This approach, originated abroad, offered inven-
tors medals, cash prizes and other incentives .

In the United States, multitudes of premiumsfor new devices were awarded at country fairs
and at the industrial fairs in magor cities . Americans flocked to these fairs to admire the new ma-
chines and thus to renew their faith in the beneficence of technological advance .

Given this optimistic approach to technological innovation, the American worker took readily
to that specia kind of nonverbal thinking required in mechanical technology . As Eugene Ferguson
has pointed out,“ A technologist thinks about objects that cannot be reduced to unambiguous ver-
bal descriptions; they are deat with in his mind by a visual, nonverbal process .. .The designer
and the inventor . . .are able to assemble and manipulate in their minds devices that as yet do not
exist

This nonverbal® spatial” thinking can be just as creative as painting and writing . Robert Ful-
ton once wrote,“ the mechanic should sit down among levers, screws, wedges, wheds, etc .,
like a poet among the letters of the alphabet, considering them as an exhibition of histhoughts, in
which a new arrangement transmits a new idea ”

When all these shaping forces —schools, open attitudes, the premium system, a genius for
spatia thinking—interacted with one another on the rich U .S . mainland, they produced that
American characteristic, emulation . Today that word implies mere imitation . But in earlier times
it meant a friendly but competitive striving for fame and excellence .

11



part due to
A . primary schools

C . the notable premium system

A progressiveness
C goodness

. According to the author, the great outburst of maor inventionsin early Americawasin alarge

B . enthusiastic workers

D . a specia way of thinking

. The word" beneficence’ (Para 6, Line 4) most probably means :

B .useful ness

D accurateness

. It is implied that adaptiveness and inventiveness of the early American mechanics

A . benefited a lot from their mathematical knowledge

DOUU>5>UOUU

A . Inventive Mind
C . Ways of Thinking

premium Spatial
originate medal
readily verbal
competitive strive

1 according

. shed light on disciplined school management

.owed a lot to the technological development
technologist can be compared to an artist because
. they are both winners of awards

. they are both expertsin spatia thinking
. they both abandon verba description

. they both use various instruments

. The best title for this passage might be

. was brought about by privileged home training

B . Promisng Schooling

D . Outpouring of Inventions

acute
incentive
manipulate
notable

in alarge part,

Passage 4

stimulus precede patent
multitude given Innovation
wedge interact imitation
enthugastic promising

Among the many shaping factors | single out . . .

above dl , D

As Dr . Samuel Johnson said in a different era about ladies preaching, the surprisng thing
about computersis not that they think less well than a man, but that they think at al . The early

electronic computer did not have much going for it except a marvelous memory and some good
math skills . But today the best models can be wired up to learn by experience, follow an argu-
ment, ask proper questions and write poetry and music . They can aso carry on somewhat puz
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