—HBMAH

WHEXTH  Chinese — English

VRO MR

ERA—BH
100

TANG AND
SONG CI POEMS

o SR i AR 4 B



ERA—-EHE
100 TANG AND SONG CI POEMS
Mt

AR EAT 7 o B x40 B iF AR

o bt/ RAETEARREAEKREFT 4 SYERE 6 2
A % 7 (010)68002481 68002482

i 4 / 100044

£ K /(010)68002480

E — mail: ctpc@ public. bta. net. cn

http: / / www. ctpc. com. cn

©1986.1990 4B 47 FN HIR(F W) ER A A

HERE / BER

Humgit /& W

B B/ dbRiRE R

% W/ FeREILRRTR

W /787X 1092 8K 1/32
W /9
W/191%FE3AF 1
w2002 1HESK

ES R

ISBN 7-5001-0144-9 /H-45 EH#:9.00 T

META RRSR
F ] 3 A B 3 1 AR A )



=
all]

(hEFR) BREREZAR  "HHEACERMZZRT —EE
HEEMTRE S  THEEBNEEREOHER - EEefEF R
BEBH LEIGERGER" - FEMFE "E=THFEAL
wy B Y

REFGHELE - TLBMEFEN o B46 (FE) - (08D
stEERGRK (KR hRARENMEY - JTER FAF
THMHBRE o I00FEAEBERBIE AtFERE  F -T—aX
+&E P S BKERH  ARAMERBEMRESLER
B (EEd)

BERTEEER TR - BRAGH LM

KE LSS ; BRI ;

AHBRA; dLtEER;

PREDRAEKR » ARFE=F R HA!
EHAREMNEE AW TRABRES  K-ROBE > FER
B EEE o BAMAME - =0 L7 FRENY - BA
A ERE  “HET BMEET - MRICHTEE » BRI
fin CERESD AT ot (EE®) MAGHLAYTH
BEERSULRE -

EXRREERTHEERRME £y (BB B8FA
MBRORE Bt r AR EREGORIET AT &
HEFERE  EShERLEH - it (BEE) HALLRYN
T AHAAMALRIRERE -

iAﬂgﬁﬁmﬁm’ﬁﬁﬁiam(ﬁﬁﬁ)ﬁKﬁiﬁ)
B EARBEREFARRRRELAARS - (BER) —

(1) ®3 81981 2H1H (}\EE% 0



BOBERNEKERE” o “RERKI . LISEEERE R
SR o BEREP(E - BHBH FHCHRSZNE Stk
S EALARBT O cARGEER: “RALSKRE BE
WIFIENE  EEALBEENENL RS o7 RESEIN M
fﬁ” o

(M) —5 FRER : (FEGZSROEE  LITFRS
CEAORLE o7 THBAE (R%d (BER) Y- R
“EEGH 0 “REERTA” o BHZEEFAR “—uLUEH
ZRBIEER - TS RIERY BB (RO 21 0" i
+ (BEB) HBLRAGNEER  TERSONIER  Eitfh
DEEASREABIE - RRBMOFREEE » hEE P
THY o

BERLABES FRAPSE  REAHAR  SBEYR
WA TR o EEBARBERSY  HEENY (BKT) - EHF
HRARNAL > HRS “BRTE" » EEREERL - ¥
Ik > RRBHESI T BA o 58 (BABGEBHE) MEK  BIRE
B (ATX804-823FFEN ) REBRMTHE -

®R - BES - OF HUERER - JESHGNIRK B
TRERY () < EEBEBTMm—Y (k) f—y
(B#@W) o (RED)RR &R BEE RS ALEN
Fkas g Rey QRGN KRR > RAE-CEBOHE o fstts
i TR R E RIAED 0 B8 - BETARE,
BRSBTS £ T SO o

BITHE - BB T - #URABS T ERBFRMEER - 1
RLSHE  BESSREES BESFALES  ROHAK
REMFEY E@ RN  BEGHW T RUEFRRGRE 4
I EERER - m (FRT) ¢

(1) R¥BE (BRAEEHR » TR
(2) B (CrBFR) 1983FH4M o
(3) @R (EARRMKAMT) &#h o

2



MR FHM - TEIHBRER -
RERE 55 BEROEMH
ERH - SRR - FRAFLA o
IR BRE - ERERE o
ER-EHERRARNR L BAN AT  BEEKY - B
S% > FHE EERRET Y (B » Kb~y RE"
R “HE o
RS R “TERE" R EIER » BIPNBESHES - 116 B
B o BEEEm BB RE R AL ; RAEMRBAEE B o &
FREME - EHRMEE  SINEAE ERE RM BT
(L) :
PIA o EREESA o
BIEE ) BRIHER - %L o
AEIATH » 23K SR o
BATES A - A o
EARDEENAGRARSY  RIEE LA ASE RS
AR LK B T RO BB R AR
R “TERNE" MaA  BABDSOMKRGBER  “E
BOFT » BHORETE » £ F G LSRRG L B o P
PREREIR " EEEE TRE R RANE  —H RS A
FREHFSLEYE (HHT) | B BRCEIREN S
20 (BRT) o
“TERVE" M9fFEAMRARFA o W 7 (BTG5
0 0 BERIL T 5 BE—diEA o BECRER S ER
B o B3 “FUERTRRD" D SR AR R - 2
B () R “BELH 2R (2% ) BHE  BEX
BB ) BRI o7 BARBGARBIL A8, 6 10

(1) RER®E GERFAKE) - FA -
(2) R RAEL (B &K FHF -



EEREN (BT) “ERER —R RERNERE XA
Bk - “ERER  BABRRE—ERELROES - &
BEAREE “TREE" - BURBHRT A EE
ARFHREER  BEERESE o “TBFWE TERE’
A - MEEAWA . RRENES - Ao FRRE B e SR
7 A CAEBRSSHREIMHE B IBHREEH®
MARZIOBRES" o VERME (AMFRE) 3 mRm
(BES) 25 %t ; B850 (BE) 257 5%tb; 25X
(%88) 25 WHED o FEFREMBREL » RILRE 2%
B rzEmSEARZE " XF: “FAE  PERATZOH
tho BARBEE H  ERBAZE  REESABFEE » KE
BEIABER o BB2 55 AT A SR B QR e
R OKEE) - (FUIBE) 2FERL - FBLHARLS
Bt BIMRERMSERE  FHEREYL  BRE-UR &8
PmBE ot 2o BRAELOESDL " EEE2TEEHAA
B Hd (BHW) b EEIRKSE AR HISHEE RS
FAE EAT O OEMT R CHERERT ML HBRIRM - B
BURATESR
KBRS BRI RES o FF(ER T)
(GRS ) RERY > BEBTFENTERAZ L A SR
FEASLQE  SERITHP 4 c MBEEERTRLS L -
EEEE TG (BHEE) o
Aok BB M R AT o (EEAR S - AETY
BT o EERE TN (REH) f (BREE) - BB
HEBROER . FT RN RRE  EREME o EEERE
B PEREC A WREEEIGIRLRE REp Y.
JESRERE R A RSB REE o BKEEE - F

() ReE&M Gy EkE) -
@) REg R o

4



e EBREL S R —-REHE - e HHag” Y,
ZE)n “EAEEIES S LEHERRSE” BRI ARM
REBMERT EALEEOLE SRS o ‘
BRER 5 R ALK & SRR M - AR BIRM - AR
ESHpm o EEEB T (£ET) f(ERIE) »iE—F L
ST BE—RREECHE -
ACRFIBFALANSB E » X LREBEEE ARBBY
B RMHLELUTTEMESER . WA MT A BRBRAE
S - REMEGEA  BHIXE—ARRB " @ BIAEIKE
—EEEHA  ABLZEMHAENERR: “F— BRTH
o “E BA TS o MERKHEE. L)IHEY (2
B " B HTRARMARE” BN ROHBR - RIS
W \AEMEE > LB 0 AR ES BIERY o SR
il b0 FERE o b (VEHM) o '
BIKMREER (FER) - BRRECRAKAR)IPH : &
RGBS M BRI (B ) B AP ORO A B %D
BB E LI o7 “ENFAM LM EREEMER o T LM
FEEBURMER o7 EEESEY (FRARE) - EARS
@ (ERFR) - BkEe GEARBRFAMN > REGER
% B AESRBIBORBE c BRFBEE (FRFAEEH
Fr) chalat © 8 B AR — R AR BRI RIS 5L o
(B HEBEPIE) 1983F5F 7 Wrhthd © “FAr LBIR B RfE
BRFEINER  THLGRENEBFSEOLNE o LM
REEN  ERE THOBBRERA £25 - FMBHRHEEY
MR K& — 0 o7 AL EERE o BREXCKBHREIN -
BRa®E -Hilighe s  RIFEE o
ACRATAABE RN L4 o BeMEEm BB %K

() REELR CREAKR) o
(2) RIME s CR&E) o Fld o



¥ “ERBTTRAEY” 5 KRMRAn®LY  Ritits
“RER BHSR o TRABIKREN  BITHE 0 HESEEK o
B GERE) 3 LARLIES  SR0R; THEBAAS &
EISHBRERENEAPIEIBRCHER - BESEEOESE -

2 B M2k KIEFHE - JIMARR - —HEXTAER
B RBREL, o MLSCT WA « ol bkor ~ BH - B MC R
HNEBERR o LR RFERGRHK - HEHBIFEESFERS
— v BT F) BB - o] BRERE ? "~ R A HEE AL
HREEERRTRA > ~RMOEALEHERREPRFHE
B BIRILEENEE o A BRI R B A TSR 10
(RBW) “HREMEEL" ( —fF “BkEm” ) o

BT EAEN 2N BEO L EEREERARBENL A1FE
(HE) ~ OKAEEE) S o “hiGHE ROk AYR)
— s AR o7 ) BHIE I BN VINERFE” WA B
AMF RAZEA (EEMA) 3 FEEAKEH I RSER
—R2’ WERATEK"? HEEORRAL © EREEHH
B4 RIS ? "3 “SEMARMTEEREY - BITE
TeROHRAHEMER 279 g (BEHFETE) PRAT
B3 ERMERIEHR o BN MIENY > THEER &
BRI L HOFE . TERBR KW o

BEEHGIORENRR (B0UE - FEEY) - MERR &
TR R M R R RN I R IR S R T o
MIRERERES B E R G =B KRB B A
Y ; BBREERARELOEY  BRXREACESE LR HIHE
BBt” o “BBHRN" - —~RIGARK - — RGBT BERET

(1) BgF (HBmmEE) -

(2) REAM (EREAKRK) -

(3) RyiEE (ERATHFM o

(4) AHER (EXREA—ETY) - TR

6



Bk EARIE GREHLEIAD V) BEREE (KILEX) +HH
“ FROMMEARER (BB ) > EREZERIAIES
e B ADBRR - E - EBR  ERHACHIESRT - B
B T o W S BMEINE o AEEZIEIER - A
RE-+0E%  EBRE- L& o METAREMER o (e
EE) (FRRMETEAESETR (1082) » REEN+EE o @R
‘i TMA—BEAZS  UBBEE B BEME TH
% o SEBEEEBRAM  DRERUEAREZER B LAY
HE AR S RAIFERIRRME  BIHARTHERBET -
FHBMTALB MBI T REZR - (AR “SH I EZRE
£ FLLEBMELRATHR -

AETR . “HEROFARRRH R ERZN  BESE
B o HORE - AORE . OB BHEE BNETEE
4 AR TEE - BE (KEY - KEEEXBIET) xR LEE
BEW  ENFEEZPEMGZ R ~RREE - FPWBRTE
KIS R MHREY - (CARBMOLHOLY  FELREGRE2E
KINE + EEEAGEE BRI o TR/ SthBEEE "
GiEEREY (FRR) f (WML & “NiEMEmEERE.
WA —EEF - PR SR TR R ERER " @

EEEARPIUBLY —  MEHSIRRGRE  ANRE
ST SR BER ERRE o EEBm AR (F
) ALK EBER (FET) K.

EB MR — o LFATR  ORRESRS £
B —EREAY c SEBET A (BHEW) f1 (BB o
‘ML RARR  YSENHEE | RREEBEMEL o
“WILEABWIL > BEFTRMEE | & “HEES” B4 o
wEERER . ERBRHSE 28R KACEACESS

(1) B19824E11H161H ¥HBH) o
(2) HEms (K@) o



FFUF o BHRRRER T RAHARERAER | EREAKSYE
B o MR TRILEHE (RHER (RFR) ) » AR TH
EHEZEOOET o VERHETHRATEHR -
BEREEAMPIARS— c RBEW (BET) BHEALEARET
MBEA  EETEOEREESPRS  KABARIR o (B8
x) B—-EaMeENT AEREHESHOR . RRERNY
B g RAEOEENRERORAE  ARBHEERIE - LA
M FIE T B EER T a2 HBo(  ETF) o
£E (HEFR) Rt “NFRENRE  BE - HE-"
BAHEREESS  ORRRRRE  HRBROEHEARK
LB ERGAIA o SEEE T (BEE) 1 (W) o
(RREE)RWXHTERANE » FARIF R TSRt -

- BEAAW HREFLURIENEARTERRRT  TRME (A

FIFIZE) R “HLEAEBN 2 IR o

TR KNI LFROERR » RREERE RS LEA o
EBMMM T KB R BHIRELRERES BGOSR H LB
EMAEHERADRL > ROOTEABEE  $— nEAR
MEEEEY (REHLEBWE %8 Bats  n(ag)
iy ‘GRS BEAR M HMAET I (298
“BBEE” B SEKE 0 (BRB) o BE - BEEN
e (NES) & HEE GINIE" 28 BAAKETRE
Bl BT EER “RRRTE  E5M%0" BFE  ANE
me% o B

AR EERAGAESY  $PESEAPEERER - 1
EEREY (BHIER) » REHRLES  LSSWE  BEEEA
2R BHTAAMBZE - HEY “SRRE" » EARLS
RUREM MRS ER ROZRA T EEMR X —3945)
bR ESEERBOLE o “BLWA" FRERR : —Risw

1) REEE (ERFATHER o

8



B> —RIEEHR o BRBEFRAFNTUHME - MARES
W (Rl BABRR: KT#D ““+%ETE §5 87
THEL  2EELEEEARRENOPHEBIRE - FL
FRERERBEME  BEKLEHROSEE  £HBRTE
ERECBEEE -” YR ENAETSRETIRBRER
B R RENARTAEROERTE "V REFLHRE
EHEERR NELE - TRE—FRELE MR T 3
TEUARBE—TREXS=00 ‘R T NMETEHEE » &
EOEHE AR - BORESTTREEFRFNEE o

R KPORLLBERE T —LRRTHHFAS  BELD
£ (WILE) “REFT - 5 ABECTELMRS  SiEEE (&
RAGTHEM) PIETRE 28 NTERENA" —ABE
EE:ATREBKEMN L RPEGRKA B KTEHT”
“EWILE” B “BEE  REEBAGLER  RUBARFY
BAFRAL 0" BHEMR  RMATUESRNE S (WILL) B
2ET ERBERAAHEREE  FRAAGROFELENR
KB ROBLBRATHR - ERBET—1 (WL - BH
BEAR) - hESEABRTRERTUEBSS - EEEEEY
(ERFRE) $3: “HELRIARAENE (ETERSE
REESEA) S

AT 264 RS % FERER T €~_JAW%ﬁ
B BMAES  BEAKETANE » F S E A 6860
2T BARL o BT (HILIL) (ERELE  2RBETER
MR o UIMARIBY (HER) DREEEROES  BELIS
EH R RIS BB BE B RRRE R EEG
. ERINGSRAAEHETRNELN ETRRRHER
MERBEES RERD - VRE FBUEATEN HEEIE
£, ETHBTHAN (BFE) BMLET  FAbHPmSTHES

(1) BEAR (ERFAKK) -



BETE% > RENE  BERENMERTRE  TERRY
5 WHRBSPHER  BAFRNBET -8 (208 o U
KER - RS FRMAKLER . “RIBAT" =4
B LULAKSE  LEASE HRkEcE BTRESLE o
RIS T RBAE  HEBEEREOLE  TURR¥AG
HigE o

B R EEMBEFA  FARRMY & “BE > (BHIE
RBR R th RS A A ERBH K o i (FEH) L
RELEZE, (MET - ki) KT MIRMAROLS
FRBY AT BERIE th TR F R BSOS T Bl &
USSEHRR + S AMENILE » BRI TRE A Bt
EE LT TEAY (BEEAR) o EBAFAME

HE® - AR - FAKBIER% o

MR 0 BUE  EOE BB o

oo 8

AB& o SIERE  FABLKTE o

R WA > WMABRT - IRIREH o

W B B
ERBEAEROM - SR > AN WETH SAE o

R RO IR AR R A b+ R T
KEMH S BE (SRFEERBERETIC  BETHA » T8
ERRERETAE  BEiSREN  ERTERE  EEEL B
fIREIET F i o BHE (BIER) Ui HaBEHNE o
e HE OIS (BMET) —FhthARL - BREESE
fhE & B R B o (R EL% B BERE - TEERFTES - o
FEFE > BB T TEL0 (KEY - BREEOE) o EAK
Wi AT RRRE - mEAY (HAR) RRARET
o (SR B REREIL o FPRPY “BE" - BRI
HOMEE - M “ER - R ARREERRIR o TBteRERE

10



MU R 2EEERY - n (EES - BIAERE) - h#R
B CRERS BEBILT BETHXR D HILESE
BEHRE o EHELEHSKRE LR OIE  HEREE
FILABMTIK o ik~ THEEMAR © B —TRKEEK -
AT LG A RIS - LAME T o AL ARESTG SR -
KESHOHBOLE I (FEX - 1) RAK-OTE B
—ERREE - LB SBHEA  KERE ST EREBET -
HAKBR o ik TEFBH L (K82 © “MRR
ftE o FARRET  BAZSE " BRFHEROKBHES
HERGRENE » BIEFREREENBLST o TANEER » bl
REMEH M (RBT) 10 KRB > ERTERR (R
BA LEKE) P “SLUERRBKN 0 BEF KR O
BRI EH “RR” GHRASAE
EREETABHMELRE-TEZA - BT TAL &
o (AEEMESES > BRTEERS  m (FFE - BEELE
K B3R HRREER  BRERLIL > RRESPHLR
S LM o MthE T BN B AEEM NS mEBREW
{(BEBX) - (EF% . HE) - (FHLA - WTEDET) £o
PR (EILA - ATEWES) - BIROIE (9 A SUR RS R
f) W sz B F REMEADRBR ‘SK - %
KA RS R MR © - ATTAES 2B Y A B TR
B H RS TS (BHIE B BOA RRITOIES TR A o e
AMESREEERRRTZE  RRNEHN  TENESRTH
B AR BRERECR ER— Ko BEHEXRT
FEREIKEE 2 ERR c IR Z KO EARREEE - RITE
FEE2E . BIEEEREE - EREBZE o R E A
W BE SR FRKATT » XERMME ERR=EEH
TRKEERRT  AAREZE > UR T RARRETBEDS

(1) R (rBFR) 198348 1 8 o



o

SRR AR (REI) BB HFRR | R
BHEALSATRRAL - (00 “BLEEREE  AEATK
TR RFASOMA - 07 “LFREEE RROBAR - KX
AFIEFOIT o HAMR . “FKCOEAR » RS AT
AR REFRARB OB —

HES AR FRET BRI AR o ERERmEH
BRI - FRICHA BN - A LRFSMIES © fBF T
240 GORS - MOLESEE) - FAORRRE - B
Pt HEE . RETIRGR TERL R KK - B TR ERD
LI ACRIEE RABNE K < BEATORLRS - BR
SRPILHR - WAELHMN o AT (WAT - BRALES
B R CkA%) B THROFEER - RELABL
W T HMAA  RETRADRERR -

R BT o RO R RS U RSB
fBIRS  LRIHE  BESOOPE  SERF TRB (7
LAY AERREIER LA - BT HHERERE T o
b R 5 R AR o EEE T 00 KW
BEE KER) o APHERRIEERISAEREHT
R - AT ER TEE KB TRIR K &0
i 42 B B AN AR » 1 LREE L RBHEEA - KE+H
TR (A IRF B PR B BB ©

S5 AR BB AR AL JHORERS T R B
558 % A0 B IR T B o E3RRR T RAZRIEHENES
BB BB - B R T R ES (B
) B AR AT RO IR BRI R
B REA IRL I o (8100 SEERkn i > —SRAERIIAAL © Y
w2 AT R - @58 (A EEN SRR 2 B - REEAKEY -

Bt TN SO (R AR IR (A



.o o thEEIE EERGEE  BREHEASBH S REFHN
BHMN) RRFAPAFILERRES 8 RIRHUESR (A AHEE
IR o L -RREMRET - FHl LA ZOBRE
R o

# - REBHEEFEONER WA FEAREE ¥ RIER
MBI o EEEFR T e EIEE - B - EHFEHNEE
RBEATNBEARIEREY » FEEME - T 7EEMMEIRFE

MARREMRKREEIRFLE T —ERFBROER 28
EETEAL L BBeBENEHARABLY (2puE R
EFREBAFG-BAREET B (LEE - EHBEALH)
AP T B RBR T o

MARCHK  LREARE (SN ) » BRIENHBERER
Lo EBBET -AHRERIRSN (MWE) - AhBE THRE
bATE - ATHBERRE - ATRER (FER) Hito bt - 3
Fr-aRcn (ETE) ATETRBR [FEEBERC ZM
MR REK 25 TR EN (KER) Hit-

EAFRLEELRT -GY  TEEANERNRE (FXRH—
HE) o ERITEXFERBAB(RED -8 REEEZRE
B oo FLEHME > HEEEAENBEM " BABROTRY S
HERRNESEREN A" -« B3 “SEERERE TN LA
FETERGIAR"  REE =T SFEEAULRIBOMER"

AT st

—RAELE ]
LR A

13



PREFACE

The word “‘lyric” used in this anthology refers to a poem
composed to a certain tune. During the Tang Dynasty (618 —
907), the subject matter of a lyric often corresponded to the
meaning of its tune title. For example, The Magpie on a Branch,
the first popular song selected here, deals with a magpie in the
cage, the Dream of a Maid of Honor, the first literary lyric
attributed to Li Bai, depicts the solitude of a young woman
waking from the dream of her husband; Zhang Zhi-he’s
Fisherman’s Song describes the happiness of a fisherman; Bai
Ju-yi's Everlasting Longing depicts the longing of a young wife
for the return of her husband; Liu Yu-xi's Ripples Sifting Sand
deals with the women washing gold from sand; Huang-fu Song’s
The South Recalled reveals the poet’s nostalgia for the Southern
Country. Since the Late Tang, the subject of the lyric had
gradually lost its thematic connection with the tune pattern.

In 1900, in a Buddhist monastery of Dunhuang were found
the hand-copied manuscripts of over a thousand lyrics and songs
which had been sealed and preserved there for almost a thousand
years. Among the manuscripts we find a considerable number
of popular songs that may be dated back to the Early Tang
(c. 650) and that were sung during the Tang and Five Dynasties
(907 — 960) period. Originally the lyric was considered a popular
song form. The differences between a literary lyric and a popular
song are as follows: (1) The former is characterized almost
exclusively by the lyrical mode while the latter contains a variety
of modes — narrative, dramatic and lyrical. For example, in the
first popular song selected in this anthology, a dialogue is used to
heighten the effect of dramatic action. (2) A popular song states
feelings in a straightforward manner, simple and direct, while a
literary lyric is subtle and refined. (3) The diction of the former
is generally closer to the spoken, colloquial usage while that of
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the latter is literary. ‘

Popular songs were composed by unknown poets or common
people and sung by courtesans and musicians. The first literate
who began to write lyrics was supposed to be Li Bai (701 - 762),
whose two poems collected here deal with the sorrow of farewell
and separation, Some scholars claimed that the Buddhist Dancers
attributed to him was forgery for, in their view, that tune could
not have been produced as early as the High Tang (c. 713 — 755).
In fact, it was proved that in 742 a certain monk of Longxing
Temple composed a song to the tune of Buddhist Dancers, which
was found in the Thousand Buddha Caves at Dunhuang and is
now preserved in the British Museum.

At first, the literary lyric was based on the poetics of the
seven-charactered quatrain, which could be set to music during
the High Tang. The favorite tunes among the literati poets of the
Middle Tang were those whose song words were written in exactly
the same pattern as the seven-charactered quatrain, for example,
Bai Ju-yi’s and Liu Yu-xi’s Bamboo Branch Song and Willow
Branch Song. Gradually some popular tunes changed into
different metrical patterns, for instance, Liu Yu-xi’s and Li Yu’s
Ripples Sifting Sand. The contribution of literati poets to the
lyric is that, while the persona in popular songs often starts by
expressing a particular feeling explicitly and then dwells on it
throughout the poem, the literati poets combine carefully- the
persona’s inner feeling and natural scenes to form a world of
correspondence.

Wen Ting-yun (812 — 870) was the most important literati
poet of Late Tang, in whose hands lyric was transformed from
mere song of entertainment to verse of high literary quality. One
of the distinctive features of his style is the juxtaposition of
scenes vaguely linked by the rhetoric of implicit meaning, which
creates a sense of ambiguity admired by critics. “He often takes
several harmonious colourful images” centered on the lives of
women, says Yu Ping-bo, “and randomly places them together,
letting them blend naturally.”” “While the images of women are
generally static and pictorial,” says Kang-i Sun, “physical objects
are often animated. This technique of inversion of animated and
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