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“Great” [

@ brush 1p on something
( something to make it fresh
again in cne’s mind)

I'm going to give a speech
tomomrow, so I have to
brush up on my notes.

@ all of i sudden
( somethir g happening
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quickly , without advance
warning )

It started out to be a
beautiful day. Then, all of a
sudden, it became cloudy
and began to rain.

@ Had better(rather)

(should do something ; ought
to do something)

I'd better go now or I'll be
late for class.

@ About to (on the point of
doing something )

Tom was about to leave
when the telephone rang.

@ what’s the matter ( what
is wrong )

What’s the matter with
Alice? She looks angry.

@ every now and then
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( occasionally )

Every now and then, I like
to take a walk in the
country.

@ in advance ( before,
ahead of time )

If you want to see that play,
you should buy your tickets
in advance.

@ be broke ( be without
money )

I'd like to go to the concert
with you, but I'm broke.

@ do without ( live without
something )

If there’s no butter for our
bread. we’ll do without.

@feel up to (feel able
(health or ability) to do
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something )

I ought to go to Jane’s
party, but I just don’t feel
up to it now.

@every other ( alternate)

This class meets every other
day, not every day.

@ see about ( take the
responsibility to do something ;
make arrangements for )

Let’s have a picnic on
Sunday. I'll see about the
food.

@all along ( all the time)

1 knew all along that Jack
wasn’t telling us the whole
story .

@ be to blame ( be
responsible for something bad
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or unfortunate )

Don’t punish Billy for
breaking the window. He’s
not to blame.

@ to say the least ( to make
the minimum comment about
something or someone )

It's a boring novel, to say
the least.

@& do someone good ( be
beneficial for someone )

Go to the seashore for a few
days. The fresh air will do
you good.

@®be up to one’s ears ( have
too much to do)

Helen would like to go with
us but she can’t. She’s up to

her ears in work.

¥ keep an eye on
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something (someone)
(watch in the sense of; take
care of)

Will you keep an eye on my
baby while I go to the store?

@be up to something
( doing something that one
shouldn’t do)

Henry’s been smiling to
himself all morning. I think
he’s up to something, but I
don’t know what it is.

@ just as soon ( prefer one
thing rather than another)

My wife wants to attend that
lecture, but I'd just as soon
stay home.

@ have one’s heart set on
something ( want something
very much.)
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I don’t know what to do.
My wife has her heart set on
a new coat for her birthday,
but 1 don’t have enough
money to buy it.

@ for the time being ( for
the present time)

I need a new car, but for
the time being, this one will
have to do.

@a close call (a situation
in which something bad
almost happened)

I had a close call. A big
truck almost hit me!

@ make oneself a¢ home
( be comfortable , as if in
one’s own home)

‘When people come to our
house, we like them to
make themselves at home.
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@ get rid of something
(destroy; throw away; sell)

When Elia told Frank she
didn’t like his hat, he got
rid of it.

@ not to mention ( omitting
to say anything about
something )

I can’t go to Steve’s party.
I've got to do my
homework, prepare a speech
for tomommow, and study for
an exam, not to mention
take my little brother to the
dentist.

@ make something do ( use
what one has, instead of
getting something else that
would be better )

If there isn’t cream for our
coffee, we’ll have to make
milk do.

ooma

gooobooodgao
gooobooodgao
gooogooo

goooad

gooobooodgao
gooobooodgao
gooobooodoao
umooomoo
gooobooodoao
gooog

oo

gooobooodoao

gooobooodoao
gooogoo



@be hard on something
( treat roughly)

My son is hard on shoes.
Look at this pair, these were
new a month ago.

@ as long as ( because

something else is happening at
the sarne time)

As long as you're going to
the drugstore anyway, buy
me some aspirins.

@ take advantage of
something ( to use something
for one’s aun benefit)

Let’s take advantage of this
wonderful weather and go to
the seashore.

@ would rather(I’d rather)
( prefer)

Would you like pancakes for
breakfast? No, thank you.
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I’d rather have bacon and
eggs.

@ take turns ( do something
alternately with other persons)

There was only one
dictionary, so the students
had to take turns using it.

@look forward to
something ( anticipate with
pleasure)

I’ve been working hard. I
look forward to my vacation
this year.

@make the most of
something ( do the best one
can in a situation ; get as
much as possible out of it)

You made the most of your
three days on Paris. 1 think
you saw everything there.
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@®stand a chance ( have the
possibility )

Phillip wants a scholarship to
Harvard, but he doesn’t
stand a chance of getting
one.

@ do one’s best ( rnake the
greatest effort that one can)

I'm not sure I can be there

tonight, but I'll do my best.
It all depends on how much
work 1 finish this afternoon.

@ take after someone

( resemble in appearance
personality , or character)

Peter takes after his mother
in personality and his father

in appearance.
@ by heart ( by memorizing)

In elementary schoot 1
learned several of
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Longfellow’s poems by
heart.

@ quite a few (many)

I haven’t any recordings by
Tom, but I have quite a few
by the Beetles.

@ on the other hand
(looking at the other side of
the question)

Bert is extremely intelligent.
On the other hand, be’s a
very lazy student.

@ take a dim view of
something ( have a poor
opinion of something ;
disapprove of something)

Mrs. White takes a dim
view of the way her sister is
raising her family.

@ talk something over
( discuss )
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Jim always talks things over
with his parents before he
makes an important
decision.

@on time (at that hour
designated ; not before or
after that hour)

Bill’s very punctual, and
he’s always on time for
everything.

@ ill one is blue in the
face (until one can say no
more in trying to convince
someone of something )

Bob’s father talked to him
till he was blue in the face,
but it did no good, the boy
quit school anyway.

@in time to ( be &t a place,
at the right time to do

something )

George couldn’t come for
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dinner, but he arrived in
time to have dessert and
coffee with us.

@ out of the question
(impossible ; beyond
consideration )

Your suggestion that we go
swimming is out of the
question, it’s much too cold
today .

@ waste one’s breath
(speak uselessly, to no
purpose)

If you tell Jeff not to go,
you will just be wasting your
breath, he’ll go anyway.

@no wonder (it isn’t
surprising )

No wonder you're tired. You
walked ten miles today!
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@right away ( immediately )

I am sorry 1 forgot to get
that medicine for you. I’ll
take care of it right away.

@ put something off
( postpone)

Because of the weather, we
have to put our picnic off
until next Sunday

@ get cold feet ( become very
cautious ; be afraid to do
something )

John want to ask Dora to
marry him but he got cold
feet.

@ be better off { be better on
a longterm basis )

Do you think I'd be better
off quitting my present job
and going to New York?
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@ might as well { it is a
good idea (o do something)
although not of major

If you’re going to the
library, I might as well go
with you and retumn these
books.

@in charge of something
( responsible for something ,

such as one department of a
large company or an activity
for which arrangements that
must be made)

Alex is in charge of the
publicity committee for the
school again.

@ little by little ( gredually)

Frank broke his leg and
couldn’t walk for a long
time, but littie by little he
began to use it again.
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@ make friends ( form
friendships with people)

Alice is very lonely, and I
think her problem is that she
doesn’t know how to make
friends.

@ hit upon something ( to
discover something that will
help make progress in a
certain cause or situation )

The scientist worked for a
long time but could not solve
his problem, then, after
many hours, he hit upon the
right solution.

@ show promise ( give the
impression having the ability
Betty has a beautiful voice

and shows promise of being
a great singer.

@ hold one’s own ( to
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