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LESSON ONE

TEXT
ENZYMES AND FOOD SPOILAGE

All foods are derived from living cells, which produce en-
zymes, and contain microorganisms, which are a good source of
enzymes, Deterioration of food does not take place in normal
healthy tissue. However, when injury occurs or the tissues reach
maturity, the enzymes may start a series of biochemical changes,
many of which are undesirable and bring about spoilage.

For example, meat is stored in a nonliving state in which the
respiratory enzymes cease to funtion, but others carry on and in-
duce undesirable changes in the meat. Microoganisms also play
an important role in the spoilage. Low temperatures and carbon
dioxide are employed to create an unfavorable environment for
microorganisms and enzymes.

Under practical storage temperatures, autolysis goes on at a
very slow rate. Studies made by chemists in the U. S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture have established that protein in Stored food
products is broken down into simpler substances such as pep-
tones, peptides, amino acids, and ammonia®’. Phosphate, nor-
mally present in the tissues, is separated from organic com-
pounds. Fats undergo hydrolysis with liberation of fatty acids. If
these acids are numbers of the lower fatty acid series, offensive
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odors are usually evident.

The blanching of vegetables before storage is necessary in
order to inactivate enzymes. The chemical changes that take
place in frozen vegetable are not very well understood.

Enzymes play a minor role in spoilage of canned foods be-
cause they are usually destroyed by heat treatment during pro-
cessing. However, if enzymes in canned foods are not completely
destroyed or inactivated, they may give rise to undesirable fla-
vors, color, and texture, thus lowering the quality; transform
starch to suger, which tends to increase toughness; and destroy
ascorbic acid (vitamin C)‘?,

In milk, the fat-water interface is the site of chemical reac-
tions that lead to off-flavors. Certain forces at interfaces greatly
accelerate such changes. Other “pro-oxygenic” factors that stim-
ulate production of off-flavors are increased temperature, sun-

light or ultraviolet light, and time (aging).

WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

enzyme ['enzaim] 2. E§

spoilage ['spoilidz] »  #IF,BK

(be) derive from  RFETF, =4
microorganism [maikre'o:genizm] n. MEY
deterioration [dijtiario'reifan] n. ZFR,iB{k
tissue ['tisju:] = AR, HHY

maturity [moa'tjueriti] ». (M) R¥, B8, HE
undesirable ['Andi'zaiarsbl] a. TRH . FAESREH
bring about ¥, E

respiratory [ris'paiorateri] a. MRUERM
nonliving ['mon'liviy] ».  TEHE®H,EEFHEY
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play (important) role & (EE)EH

break down  GE3R, 4 (R,

induce [in'dju:s] «. 8H,3/8.HBS
carbon ['ka:ban] =~ B

dioxide [daioksaid] n. —4{k#h
unfavorable ['an'feivarsbl] «. ABEBHH .M. SATRY
autolysis ['o:tolisis] ». (MMM BB (ERD
peptone [peptoun] 2. Bk

peptide ['peptaid] n». BK,BER

amino [':minou,'aminsu] ». #EH
ammonia [a'mounjs] n. %

phosphate ['fosfeit] n. BtEREh,BAREH
hydrolysis [hai'drolisis] ». ZK@EWERD
tatty ['feeti] n. JRETEY.WHAY

offensive [a'fensiv] a. itRH, 4 AERY
blanching [bla:ntfiy] « BFi#E,KH

canned [kend] 2. HH¥EH

inactivate [in'mktiveit] v, {HEUL HREFEHE
giverise to 4,38, 5H

starch [sta:tJ] = &8

toughness ['tafnes] =n. HJ¥k, MFH%

ascorbic [os'ko:bik] a. HLIRIL(EDH
interface ['into(:)eis] ». RE.(FHMRILEREDHERZL
site [sait] n. 357, T,

off-flavor [o(:)f-fleive] n. ZEBR,FIK
pro-oxygenic [prou-,oksi'dzenik] a. Bi#({b#
stimulate ['stimjulent'] ». H#,{R#
ultraviolet ['altro'vaiolit] o. EA(ER W

NOTES TO THE TEXT

(13 Studies made by chemists in the UJ. S. Department of
3



Agriculture have established that protein in stored food products
is broken down into simpler substance such as peptones, pep-
tides, amino acids, and ammonia.

] “made by chemists in the U. S. Department of Agricul-
tre”Jg& studies # E1E .

that N 7] & R 18 M H], Vi B “have established”zh {E#Y
MR, BMITFHERR . RERLUBHLERNWHRELIEE,
HEERFHEFOEARBSBEEE K AER. EX AL
BRI RMYRE.

(2] However, if enzymes in canned foods are not complete-
ly destroyed or inactivated, they may give rise to undesirable fia-
vors, color, and texture, thus lowering the quality; transform
starch to sugar, which tends to increase toughness; and destroy
ascorbic acid (vitamin c).

R, R AL AR PR A ST 2R R, AR e
EFRSH, FEMARRERL, IERAVRERS TR,

TEM RE B, TGRS P8I0, 3F E R BERPUR MR (K
o,

SUPPLEMENTARY READING
SCOPE OF FOOD MICROBIOLOGY

The science of microbiology deals with organisms that are in-
visible or barely visible to the unaided eye. These microorgan-
isms include viruses, bacteria, protozoa, algae, fungi, and cer-
tain small worms. Food microbiology deals with such organisms
in and on food. Food microbiologists are concerned with the
practical implications of the microflora of the food. Can the or-
ganism cause a disease in humans? Does the organism cause food
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spoilage? Is the presence of the organism aesthetically acceptable
in human food? Does the organism change the functional proper-
ties of a foodstuff resulting in new tastes, odors, or textures?

Understanding the relationships among the various organ-
isms making up the microflora of a food is important for food mi-
crobiologists. Relationships may be symbiotic, antagonistic, or
commensurate. The implications of these relationships for safe-
ty, spoilage, or new product development are important.

Food microbiogists are primarily concerned with what mi-
croorganisms do to a particular human food or to consumers un-
der a given set of conditions. They may also be concerned with
the presence in foods of extraneous materials that may be toxic
or displeasing for aesthetic reasons.

Both food microbiology and food technology deal with the
bandling, processing, preserving, storing, preparation, nutri-
tional content, and safety of food. These disciplines are closely
related. The roles that a microbiologist may fill in a food compa-
ny include training production personnel, quality control of in-
coming and outgoing material, drafting and implementing new
standards, sanitation, process development, trouble shooting,
and dealing with regulatory agencies.

In the area of food safety it is essential for the food microbi-
ologist to know the “critical hazard points” in a food processing
operation. Since these are the points where contamination can
take place, the food microbiologist needs to sample at these oper-
taional points as part of an overall quality assurance program. In
the manufacture of cheese or fermented milk, the microbiologist
must be aware of the possible presence in the milk supply of an-
tibiotics that are illegal and interfere with the growth of the
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starter cultures.

WORD AND EXPRESSTONS

scope. [(skoup] ». FH

microbiology ['maikroubai'oladzi] ». WtEHyaE
organism ['o;ganizam] n. H:Mpik,HHLbk

unaided ['an'eidid] ». FCEI&Y, MM

unaided eye P§IR

virus ['vaisras] n. K%

protozoa [prouta'zau] 2 JKAEZWOD
algae ['eldzi:] n. (M)WK

fungi ['fangai]l ». W

microblologist [maikroubaislodgist] n. WEWEX
(be) concerned with #}&,5---%‘9@,3‘—-‘3‘

impHlcation [,impli'keifon] n. A=K, X, 4%
microflora [\maikra'flo;ra] #. WM& GAYHBX(XE)
aesthetically [i:s'etikoli] ad. HT3H1, FARHM
functional ['fankfenl] a. - EHEH.PLEEH

foodstuff [fu.d'staf] »n. W&, &AH

result in S5, HHN

symbiotic [ simbai'atik] 4. It&EH

antagonistic [een tego'nistik] a. SHUHH, B K
commensurate [ko'menforit] 4. [FEAY, KW, KKK
consumer [kon'sju:mo] = JHBE,HF WEER
extraneous [eks'treinjos] a. RSP, SMEREY . SRINEY
toxic ['toksik] a. H¥H,HEH
displeasing [dis'pli:zin] a. EAFRMEE S ALESH
aesthetic [i:s'Getik] a. B33, BRM, RPH
nutritional [nju.trifoml] <. BEHFWH . BEHEXH
personnel [pa:sa'nel] ». (£H)AR,BA
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outgoing ['autgouin] a. MWHH,RHH

drafting ['dra.ftig] » BE,#HEH

standard ['steendad] n. ¥

sanitation [geni'teifon] ». (FFOT4E,D4EGEE)
regulatory [‘regjuloteri] «. M. BWHH

agency ['eidzansi] n. FB,MEH

critical ['kritikal] a. IHFHY . RBH

hazard [‘hezed] 7 &vt. BR,AF,H &
contamination [kon,temi'neifan] ». HH WD
ferment [fo(:)'ment] v. XRB,EN

be aware of WiR(ER)F], 405K

antibiotic [eentbai'stik] a. LMW CE W AW O E
illegai [i'li:gol] a. I (REIEMN,.BHM

growth [groud] n. HEKGH.FB),EXEE
-starter ['staite] n. . REEN,EF,3F



LESSON TWO

TEXT
ENZYMES

Enzymes, called the catalysts of life, are complex proteins
produced by living cells to perform specific biochemical reactions
in cellular metabolism. One eminent scientist has said that life is
just one enzyme reaction after another. The catalytic efficiency
of enzymes is very high. For example, one enzyme molecule can
catalyze the reaction of 10,000 to 1,000,000 molecules of sub-
strate per minute. Enzymes are affected by acids and bases, and
have maximum, minimum, and optimum temperature for activi-
ty.

The high degree of specificity of enzymes is amazing. Each
enzyme has a particular job and usually cannot do another job.
For example, enzymes will catalyze a reaction of one of a pair of
chemical isomers, but not the other. The only difference be-
tween such isomers is that one is a mirror image of the other.
Frequently, enzymes are named by adding the suffix-ase to the
name of the substrate, e. g., proteinase.

Enzymes play an important role in the food industry. In the
baking, brewing, and confectionery industries, they are used to
liquefy and saccharify starches, to convert sugars, and to modify
proteins. In fruit juice and wine making, they improve the yield
and flavor of juice, clarify it, and speed filiration.
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