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General Survey of Rhetoric

Rhetoric

1.1.1

The art of using words in speaking or writing so as to persuade or influence
others.
The World Book Dictionary
The art of effectively using language in speech or writing including the use
of figures of speech.
Random House Webster’s College Dictionary
Rhetoric is the theory of informative and persuasive discourse.
D. C. Bryant Rhetoric Its Function and Scope
Rhetoric is a kind of art which deals with how to manipulate language
effectively.
C. Brooks and E. P. Warren Modern Rhetoric
What rhetoric concerns is how to make an effective choice between two

Synonymous expressions.
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Martin Steinmann New Rhetoric
Rhetoric should study the misunderstanding in human communication and
find a solution to it.
1. A. Richards The Philosophy of Rhetoric



1.1.2

1.1.3

1 T’ve taken more than two hours to write this short letter but I know it’s
written very poorly. I hope you will answer it and guide me to study English.

2 Because Huang Ming one of my roommates had his tape recorder
stolen I became a thief.

3  While my father who came back from the south with a suitcase was
getting through the gate my 7-year-old brother ran very very quickly from the

sitting room to greet him.




1 1 take “

K take
2 guide “ guide sb. to do sth.” guide sb. +
prepositional phrase 1 It
has taken me more than two hours to write this short letter This short

letter has taken me more than two hours but I know it’s written very poorly. I
hope you will answer it and guide me in English studies.”

2 Huang Ming had his tape recorder stolen I
became a thief

“ Huang Ming one of my roommates had his tape recorder stolen and he
doubted if I was the thief.”

3 b ”
ran very very quickly
flew
flew
Metaphor Metaphor Aesthetic Rhetoric

The young woman was grappling with the pickpocket. The street walkers
were indifferent to the scene and didn’t give her help. I became very angry. I ran
over and caught the pickpocket before he fled.

Communicative Rhetoric

1 street walker

“ Seeing the young woman grappling with the pickpocket the
passers-by turned a blind eye. Such an indifference made me indignant. I leaped

up and caught the pickpocket just before he fled.”
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1.1.4
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1.2.2
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" Parody
” Pun



