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Fundamentals of Political and Legal English

1.1
Political System



political system
monarchy

autocratic monarchy
constitutional monarchy
republicanism
parliamentary system
presidential system

committee member system

1.2
Legal System



o 1066

continental law system
Anglo-American law system
civil law system
Roman law system
code law system
written law

unwritten law
constitution

ordinary law

basic law

substantial law

procedural law ,



public law
private law
indigenous law
derivative law
common law
equity law
statute law
case law

civil law
commercial law
administrative law

criminal law

1.3
Language Characteristics

’ o

1.3.1
Accurate Diction

Directorsshall be elected on a vote of the stockholders
representing not less than two-thirds of outstanding
capital stock of the corporation.

b



H

a vote of ...,

on a vote of ...

,on a vote of ... by

» Shall

o

No law or administrative or local rules and regulations

shall contravene the constitution.

N

1.3.2

Formal Diction

advert
amend
apprise
assign
cease
commence
consent
construe
convene
covenant
deem
demonstrate
edifice
effectuate
employ

employment

refer
change,correct
notice

give s
stop

begin

agreement

explain

call to meet
promise in writing
consider

show

building

bring about

use

work



ensue follow

forthwith at once

inimical unfriendly

interim temporary

law don law teacher

partake join

render give

require ask

surrender give

as regards about

by the same token for the same reason

by virtue of because of

in effect in fact

prior to before — eeeees
1.3.3

Conventional Diction

whereof

Here.there  where  of.on.after

b ’

, o here this,
there that, where which, hereafter
after this,therein in that,whereby
by which,

The revenues derived therefrom shall be exclusively at
the disposal of the government of the Macao Special

Administrative Region.



alibi
alias
bona fide ,
caveat emptor s
inter alia
sine qua non
proviso .
pro rata
pro bono
agent ad litem
privity N
assumpsit \
sans recours
divorce a mensa et thoro
mens rea
nemo bis punitur pro eodem
delicto
renvoi
estoppel
jus In re propria
jus

jus in personam

1.3.4
Long Sentence

, )
112 o

The rights and liabilities of the parties hereto will bind

and inure to the benefit of their successor,executors or

administrators,provided ,however that Party B may not

assign or delegate this Agreement of any of its license,

rights or duties under this Agreement, whether by

operation of law or otherwise ,without the prior written



consent of Party A except to a person or an entity into
which it has merged or which has otherwise succeeded
to all or substantially all of its business and assets
to which  this Agreement pertains, by merger,
reorganization or otherwise,and which has assumed in

writing or by operation of law its obligations under this

Agreement.
, o )
,
, o
s The rights and liabilities ...
administrators, provided
. ,  by.without.except
may not assign or delegate, an entity 4
which , . \ an entity,

its business and assets,

1.3.5
Unique Sentence Structure



’ often .
o s ,If{ .\When.In case
b b

o

1. We,in order to form a perfect republic establish justice,

2.

3.

1.

4

insure domestic tranquility, provide for the secure
defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the
blessings to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and
establish this Constitution.

b o

The arbitration fee shall,in accordance with the Rules of
Arbitration sbe borne by the losing party.

b o

Every bill which shall have passed the House of
Representatives and the Senate,before it becomes a law ,
shall be presented to the President of the United
States ;if he approves he shall sign it,but if not he shall
return it, with his objections to that house in which it
shall have originated, who shall enter the objections at

large on their journal and proceed to reconsider it.

* b



