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Common Etiquette
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Table Manners
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Family Food and Drinks for Festivals
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Sample

Ud 1.10000004d
H=Husband W= Wife

(Countng) One,two,three ... That’s six steaks.
Don’t forget Grandpa and Grandma.

s

: Eight steaks. Cooking dinner for the entire family is not
so easy. (Points to the list. ) The shopping: the salad,
tomatoes, lettuce, cucumbers, onions, and cabbage. The
main course;steak and potatoes. Mike,how much broccoli
do I need for eight people?

H: It’s up to you.
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1.2:00

M=>Mother F=>Fred J=Jimmy

: Hurry up,Jimmy!It’s seven o’clock now. It’s time to go to

school.

(Yawning) All right.

(Turning to Fred) What do you want to eat for break-
fast,Fred?

I want a cup of fresh orange juice, bacon and fried

sausages.

. Coffee or tea?

Coffee.

: The milkman has come. Go and get the milk,Fred.

Mum,1 want a boiled egg.

: Coffee or tea?

Coffee with milk and sugar.
Here’s milk.
Breakfast is ready. Let’s have it.
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J=Jim (Husband) H=>Helen(Wife)
A=Anna(Daughter) W=>Waiter
W. Welcome to the New England Restaurant, folks. What
will it be?

J: What do you recommend?

W . Well,you know,our restaurant is famous for its seafood.
Crabmeat Newburg’s always a big hit.

J:  Helen,would you like the Crabmeat Newburg?

H: Pd love the Crabmeat Newburg.

J: How about you,Anna?

A: I prefer something else ,Daddy.

J:  Then what’s the chef’s suggestion for today?

W. Lobster Thermidor.

J:  How about your seafood combination?

W Quite good. You have a variety of sea foods and the price

is reasonable.

J:  Anna,would you like to try the Lobster Thermidor?
A : Ok ,Daddy.
J:  Weéll have two Lobster Thermidors,one Crabmeat New-

burg and a pitcher of lemonade.
W Help yourself to some vegetables.
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Well, I think I’'m going to get us all some vegetables.
(Jim leaves the table. The waiter arrives and sets down
their food.)

: There you go.

Thank you.

: And some ice-cold lemonade.

Thank you.

: Enjoy it.

Anna,let me help you with the lemonade.
Thanks.
(Later)

Here we are. Well,let’s get started.
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L=Li Bing F=Fang Mei M=>-Martin

B=Betty W=Waiter

(Li is going to observe his girl friend Fang Med’s birthday
tn a restaurant. He is now making reservations. )
I'd like to make a reservation for Friday night.
: How many in your party,sir?
4.
: What time?
Around 8.
: And could you give me your name,sir?
Li Bing.
(Li Bing and Fang Mei invite their foreign friends Martin
and Betty to the birthday party in a restaurant. )

TEUEN g0

1 have a reservation for 4 people,at 8.

: I'm sorry,but your table isn*t free/available yet,sir.
Then we'll have a tea in the teahouse.

: Yes,sir. I'll call page you when it’s ready.

Thank you.

(After a while.)

Mr. Li? Your table is ready now. Right this way,please.

TECET

S

Surely.
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: I hope you enjoy your dinner,sir.

(After a while)

: May I take your order?

Let’s have a look at the menu first. You do the ordering
first,Fang Mei.

OK. I'd like some mushrooms, morel, eel, fish slices,chick-
en wing ,pig’s blood and bean sprouts.

How about you,Martin and Betty?

: Order anything you like, I’'m not particular about food.
y g X

The same with Martin.
Then I'd like to add some beef,dried bamboo shoots , pota-

toes and some seafood like sea cucumber and sleeve fish.

: Please tick your choices in the menu. Would you care for

something to drink with your dinner?
How about 4 bottles of beers?

O.K.

(Later)

: Here you are.

Thank you.

Help yourself with anything you like.

They all look inviting,aren’t they? It’s only the first time
we have hot-pot. Can you tell us something about hot-
pot?

Hot-pot originated in North China. It boasts a history
more than 1 000 years. Various types of hot-pot are popu-
lar in different regions. Mutton hot-pot and soup hot-pot
are two of them. We Chongqing people enjoy soup hot-
pot like this.

What is the soup made from?

The ingredients include hot pepper,Chinese prickly ash,
thick broad bean sauce,ginger grain,beef fat,crystal sugar
and wine and the like. Then you see,different foods may



be added to the soup like vegetables, meat and seafood,
etc. The cooking takes only a few minutes. This will pre-
serve the taste of the food and the vitamins. When
cooked, you can dip the food into sesame oil. Add some

coriander if you like.

M It tastes hot.

LCrr

Yes,it’s typical style of Sichuan cuisine. How about some
more salt and MSD?

Thanks. Delicious.

‘Here,take some more.

Martin,let me freshen your drink.

: Thank you. Since today is Miss Fang’ birthday, I'd like

to propose a toast.

M,B,L,F .Cheerio!

e W

: Happy birthday!

Many happy returns of the day!
Me7tOO.
Thank you.

L=>00 Fr=>00 M=00 B=>00 w=000

L:
W.
L.
W,
L:

goboobooobooboboboobbobboobo
g om

gooooooboobao

gobooooan

400

goooao

oo sddod

wobOooooooooo

L.

L:

ooo
gbooobooobooobobobooobobbooon
oooooobooboooo

g upboo0onb400



0000000000000 00000

Do0o000O0o0oOooon

0000000000000 000

00

oooo

0000000000000 00D0O0O0O0

00

0000000000

oooo

00000

00000000000 0000

00000000000 0000000000000

DO0mMOomOono

000000000000 0000

oooo

0000000000000 000000000

0

0000000000000

oooooo

0

00

00

L. 00O

F. 0000000

MOODODODOOOOODDOOOOODOOOOOOOOO0O0O
Ooo0o00O0o0oon

L. 000000000 1000 0000000000000
0000000000000 D0D00O0D00O0OO0O0O00
000000000

B. D0DODOOOO

F. 00000000000 O00O00O00O00O0000000

000000000000 00000000000000n

cECE
O

TP E 20 =

’Ul“g
Ooo0ooDoooooooooogogao

OO0 0~ 000

=



oooobooobooooobooobobobooo
goobboooooooobooobooobooooon
M., OO0GOogno
., 0000bO0oobOooooboooboooo
B. 0000000
F. OOOOOOO0OD
L. 00O0O0OO00O0o00oboo
M. 0000000000000000000
M,B,L,F [0 OO
M. OD0OO0O0OO
B. ODOOOO
L, 00000
F, 00O

ot 150000

F=Frank (Father) M=>Margaret (Mother)
T=Tom L=>Mr. Liang Tian

(Frank is phoning to invite his Chinese friend Liang Tian
for Thanksgiving Dinner. The phone rings. and Liang
reaches for the receiver. O

L: Hello. This is Liang Tian speaking.

F: Hello,Liang Tian. Frank speaking.

L: Ah,Frank. It’ a long time since I last saw you.

F: Liang.next Thursday is Thanksgiving Day. Would you
like to come to dinner? I'd be very glad if you could come
to our home.

L: Well,that sounds great. I haven’t attended a thanksgiving
dinner before. 1 heard that Thanksgiving Dinner is the
most important meal of the year. Yes,it’s very nice of you
to invite me. What time?

F: 5p.m.

L: That’s fine. Il come. And thanks again.
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See you then.
(Frank and Margaret are in the kitchen preparing dinner.

Their son Tom,11,is in the living room. )

: OK, Frank. We should get to work, or we wont be

finished by dinner time.

1 guess we must. (He walks to the table in the center of
the room. ) OK. Four apples for my famous Thanksgiving
apple pie. Now, the ingredients. Flour, sugar, butter
should go into my apple pie. (He looks in the refrigerator
and carries the butter dish to the table. ) Butter, nice and
cold and hard. Ok, here are the walnuts. Ah, yes, the
reason why my apple pie is famous is the cinnamon ...
Margaret, where’s the cinnamon?

If there is any cinnamon,it’s in the cabinet with the salt
and pepper.

(He opens the cabinet and brings the spice rack to the table)
Salt, pepper, dill weed, garlic powder, cinnamon. Mar-
garet,is it possible that we forgot to buy cinnamon? Tom,
Tom!

(Tom comes. )

Good morning.

Good morning, Tom. Can you do me a favor?

+ Sure,Dad. What?

We don’t have any cinnamon for my apple pie on Thanks-
giving.

I'll go down to George’s grocery to get some for you.
That’s my boy! (He takes money from his pocket and
hands #t to Tom. ) Thanks,Son.

: Ill prepare the turkey and other biscuits.

(Later s Mr. Liang Tian comes. In the living room. )
Hello, Frank.
Hello,Liang. Come in,please. Shall I take your coat?
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Thank you. What a nice house!

Thanks,Liang. It’s only small,but it suits us very well.
Where is Margaret?

Oh, she is in the kitchen. She’ll be here in a minute.
Dinner is nearly ready. Just go into the dinning room.
What would you prefer to drink before dinner—Coke,
coffee or tea?

A Coke,please. Thank you.

It smells good ,Dad. I’'m hungry.

Now Tom,remember your manners.

Don’t worry about me,Dad.

: (From entrance of the dinning room) Well, there we are.

All set for dinner. You can all sit down now.

Let’s go,everybody. Well,Liang,you can sit beside Tom.
Thanks. Oh,my god. You've prepared a feast enough for
an army. They all look wonderful.

(As she takes her place) 1l get the biscuits later.

Before the dinner, I think we should take a moment and
remember the meaning of Thanksgiving.

: Tom,Why don’t you tell me about that?

Thanksgiving was about the Pilgrims, the first settlers in
America. They shared the first harvest with the Indians
and give thanks.

All right. Then in that spirit let’s give thanks and say
grace.

What do you usually say grace?

We often say: “Dear Lord, we thank Thee for this food.
Please bless it for our use, Amen. ”

(All bow their heads in silence and say grace. )

Let’s get started.

(As she starts to carve the turkey) How about a slice of
dark meat and a slice of white meat,Mr. Liang?
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I wonder what are dark meat and white meat.

White meat is moist and tender.and dark meat is cooked
through to the bone.

White meat, please.

How about a drumstick. Tom?

Yes, please.

I'd like the wishbone.

All right. But you’ll have to wait for that.

Then I'll have something else.

: Excuse me .1l get the biscuits.

1 can realize how luckily we are .and we have a lot to be
thankful for.

Here are the hot biscuits (As she sits down) Now.please
go right ahead after being served. Help yourself to the
cranberry sauce. Tom,pass the gravy to Mr. Liang.

The turkey tastes as good as it looks. And these biscuits
are wonderful.

Thank you. We also have apple pie and pumpkin pie.
Yes.my favorite apple pie. Shall we have dessert now or
serve it later?

Let’s wait. I just couldn’t have any more.

Neither do 1.

All right. Tl take some coffee and tea to the living room.
1t’s more comfortable there.

(After dinner)

Here are your coats.

This has been a great treat. Thank you for a very pleasant
evening.

I'm glad you must come again.

Good night.

Good night. And drive carefully.



