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I. The Reasons for Compiling This Textbook?

This textbook is designed primarily for beginners whose native language is
English, and who stay in Chinafor ashort period of time.

Inrecent years, there hasbeen arisein the number of short-term students from
Western countries. According to the statistics of American Ingtitute of International
Education in 2002, 50% of American students abroad were short-term students .
These students were mostly beginners. This phenomenon has resulted in a noticeable
increase in the number of short-term CFL (Chinese as a Foreign Language) courses.

The main difference between learning Chinese in a non-Chinese country and in
Chinaisthat China has a Chinese language environment outside the classroom. Yet to
be able to take advantage of this environment remains the toughest challenge for
beginners. Not only does the book aim at communication success of CFL students
in China, but also lays a stable foundation for their long-term learning of the language.

Based on a survey of current CFL textbooks for the short term,  and studies of
CFL in the padt forty years, the task-based pedagogy is used to design this book.
Many of the methods herein have been successfully implemented in CFL teaching in
China.

The textbook has twenty units. If one has four hours of class every day, five
days aweek , this book can be used for at least a month. In addition, the book can be
used as a supplement to other textbooks for beginners.

Il. Specific Features

1. Systematic Pronunciation Practice

Pronunciation is a key to CFL learning and communication success outsde
classroom. Accordingly, Unit One has a systematic introduction of pinyin. From Unit
Four on, every unit’s pronunciation exercise is designed as a dialogue to promote
communi cative learning.

2. Interesting Content for Students

To attract Western students, the content is mainly based on the needs of their
daily lives. Meanwhile, the psychological and cultural habits and personal factors of
Western students are taken into consideration to arrange the sequence of texts and
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content. Each unit is al'so accompanied with many real-life photos.

3. Exercises

Memorizing sentence patterns alone is far from adequate in meeting the
communication chalenge in reality. Therefore exercises in each unit include the
practice of dialogues without students looking at the textbook , questions and answers
about students’ daily lives, aswell as dialogues about real-life photos.

4. Field Tasks

Instead of traditional homework, the last part of every unit consists of specific
field tasks such as finding out the business hours of a campus cafeteria.  Teachers
should ask students to take notes of the tasks and let some students report in class.
Because of the unexpected nature of real-life communication, regular encouragement
of students is highly recommended.

5. User-Friendly Features for Adult Learners

Children and adults learn a language in remarkably different ways. The latter
have developed a capacity of logical thinking. Accordingly, the sequence of new
wordsin each unit follows alogica order: either by association of meaning or parts of
speech or both.

Each unit isalso divided into two or three dialogues.

6. Dealing with Student Differences

Asisthe casein many CFL classes, dsudents are at different levels and from
different areas of the English-speaking world. To accommodate the various learning
needs of such students, the textbook is designed with pinyin, simplified characters
and traditiona characters in parentheses in the vocabulary section of each unit and
index. Such design also makesit easier for teachers to assign individualized exercise
or tasks to individual students.

7. Linking CFL Learning in China with Learning in Students’ Home
Countries

For many students, learning Chinese in Chinais only a part of the learning
process of Chinese language. This fact has been taken into consideration in the design
of the textbook.

I1l. Some Recommendations
1. Daily Preview
Students should be asked to do the following activitieson adaily basis.
« Listen to the vocabulary and be ready for dictation.
« Listen to the dialogue as much as possible in order to read it fluently.
« Go over the text and write down questions.
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« Trandatethe dialogue into English.

2. Additional Material for Learning

« A loca transportation map

« A pocket English/Chinese dictionary

« Two small notebooks

« Optional: asmall tape recorder, camcorder or digital recording device.

About the Author
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Hanyu hé Pinyin

The Myth of Chinese language H3Z 21k

Chinaisa country with fifty-six ethnic groups, which hasits own language. The
language spoken by over 90% of the Chinese population, the Han ethnic people, is
caled Hanyt, which isdivided into several dialects, each amost like a foreign lan-
guage to another. A2 EJE— A 564 BTG E X, ARG H e e S,

AU ER P EAGEDOE N, TR S a2 D0 DUE AT 5
&, AR S WILFEARIIES

Mandarin {Xi&

The majority of the Chinese(Han)speak Mandarin diaect, the official language
of China, which isfurther divided into sub-diaects. The Northern Mandarin dialect,
based on Beijing diaect, has been adopted as the standard dialect, called pltonghua.
REBPENGEDE, P RS EITE S, T AR &S XM E TR S
PAIE G R a7 5 Al 5 i

Characteristics of Hanyti PO LM S
1. Phonetic Transcriptions #H&

The Pinyin romanization is the official phonetic transcription used in mainland
China, aswell asthe most widely used pronunciation system of Hanyd all over the
world, which isused in thistextbook. VEDEE & [ P9 H RS R R |
QRS B IR R Z RDGEDFT RS,

Pinyin syllables consist of initials, finas and tones. #f & & 15 A & FLEF
FRIHZH RN

2. Tones =i

The meaning of HanyU is varied according to different tones. In the Mandarin,
each syllable in Chinese has four tones. for example, ma (mom), md (hemp), md
(horse), and ma (curse).  PUFIRIEAYF AR, BB REARR , B4 0
AR, . iR,

The first toneis high and stable, like a soprano note. 25— X = A 1595 4k
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R,
The second toneisrising, like “uh”. &5 A2 M AR “uh” By &3
Thethird toneis along low tone plus ashort rising tone. 2 = 75 iy < [ 38 A1 E

PR EI
The fourth tone isashort fallingtone, like “boo”. 4 PU T /& [ 1% “boo” )
KA,

In addition, some syllables have a neutral tone(#:75), like “ma” whichisa
question particle. 534k, A& TR |l AnSem 4 Gin i

Some syllables in Chinese have two pronunciations or more( £ ). For ex-
ample, “jiao,” thenoun of “deep” isaso pronounced as “jué” as averb of “feel.”
ﬁﬂﬁﬂ?%% 5 AN Ejico s “BEDE” 4418, A R S A S jué”,
SRR HIVESAE

1. Twenty-one initials =+—4"&E&
b p m f d t n | g k h

z c s zh ch sh r i q X

2. Thirty-six finals =+71§&

a o] e é ai ei ao ou an

en ang eng ong i ia ie ico iou

ian in iong ing iong u ua uo uai

uei uan uen uang ueng U de dan an
- PinyinPractice PiE4]

Initials A&

ba ba bd ba pé pé pd po

mimi mi mi fén fén fén fen

dd da da du tan tan tdn tan

ndondo ndo nao (oI o TN lo TR o

gui gui gui gui ke ké k& ke

héi héi héi hei zdng zdng zdng zang
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cong céng cong cong SOU SOU sdu sou

zhéng zhéng zhéng zheéng chi chi chi chi
shé shé shé shé rén rén rén rén
j0 ja ja g gid giu gt qiu
Xié xié¢ xi¢ xie

Finals &£t

cha chd cha cha X xi xi X
hé hé hé& hé mé mé md mo
zi0 z4 zZU zu G 16 161G
bdi bgi bdi bai Wei wWéi wéi wei
ddo ddo ddo dao jig jia g jia
shou shoéu shou shou tur tui tul tui
fan fan fan foan bén bén bén bén
sang sdng sdng sang céng céng céng ceéeng

gong gong gong gong

“R” sound in Mandarin Dialect JL{&

Mandarin dialect has adopted the “r” sound from the Beijing dialect. Some
characters are thus pronounced with an “r” suffix which sounds like ur in fur. Usual-
ly if the character origindly hasan “i”, “n” or “ng” ending, the “i”, “n” or “ng”
becomessilent. A M7 & Ty JLALE , —BORVE, & 2“0 “n” 8 “ng” 45 R
i A LIETR 07 0™ “ng R

ban(banr) Bt (JL) kuai (kuair) HJL yudn (yuanr) (L)
tian (tianr) XUL) dign(dianr) s (L) hui (huir) 2L

wan (wanr) ItJL zher XL
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All words are from the units of this textbook. T i f i (il iE &5k 3 T
BRAS

FIRST TONE ZH—&=
First and First —=f—&=

baoxiang fJfi ~ canguan &M canting ‘&/T  chéxiang %M
chafa %  chaza il fénzhong 0%  gongsi 4]
guanji  X#L  jintian 4K kaféi WiHE  kaiche R4

=]

xinggi M| yinggai  Nii%  zhongxin > zhongjian HE]

First and Second —E=#M_&=

gongyuan(r)ATE (JL) guanmén K] kaimén Hi

suirdn SR/ Yingwén  #3 Zhongweén  H13C

First and Third —FEfM==

anjisn &K dugjit £/A  dudshdo £/ jichang L%

jingh &3 kaishi  JFR shéentr B& xinku

First and Fourth —E#ME

bangzhu 8 bingkuai(r) vk¥(JL) fapico &% gongzuo TAE
jihui M2 shangdian FG shadian 455 shuohud ik
tingjion Wil tongguo  iEid tongxin {5  xiwang A

yinyue  EHAXR  yinwei K% zhidoo J1E  zhuanye %l

First and Neutral —EF1i2E

chuanghu %' gége #FF mama 5L shifu i
xiansheng %c4:  xidxi fRE. yifu AR
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SECOND TONE #_7&

changqgr K
huijia~ FI%

A ALz,

chdangchang &%

Second and First —&=f1—&

fangjian JEMAl gudjia EZK  hangkéng fiis

qitd HoAthy yanjia BF5E  youxiang  HEFE

Second and Second ZEFM_FE

changchéng K3  hongchd £024% huntun 1R

|lgihui K mingnian B4 tongxué [Fl2E weéigiang Fils

XUEXi 22] youju HiR Jey

ménkou |11

changku 4

guonéi  EH
Xuéxido ZFR
yiyang — —#Ff
huflai ~ [ER

shihou

Second and Third ZFfM==

pijic MY

Second and Fourth Z—E=FIM0E

changxit KAl fangfei JH2%  guoji  HPR
liagngcai  #3%  pingxin FfEF xiguan I8
yénse gifs, yigong —It  yixia  —F

yéupico  HEZE

Second and Neutral ZEHEE

mingzi %%  péngyou A shénme fH4

THIRD TONE #H =7

bdo’an 1#%
h&ohdo FiF

l&ngtian &K

Third and First =&=#—&

Bs&ijing Jt&  binggan BT gudngbd %
huoché ‘K% jiuba  HIE lgoshi &Il

meition K giféi &€ wangba M
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