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Basic Expressions
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** Short-form greetings
1:-:_-‘ £
Hil

Hello!

Hello there!

Howdy!

Hey!

< General greetings ' C’

How are you?

How’s it been?

How’s everything?

How’ ve you been?

What have you been up to?

What's up?

(% Greetings for varioustimes of the day e
=
Good morning. Afternoon.
Morning. Good evening.
Good afternoon. Evening.
\ /
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="t [ % Greeting someone you haven't seen in alongtime

| haven't seen you in years!
Long time no see!

| haven’t seen you in an age!

( \_

~

* Expressing surprise at meeting someone <%,
—

What a surprise to meet you here!

Imagine meeting you here!

Never thought I'd meet you here!

What brings you here?

Where’ ve you been hiding yourself?

What have you been up to?

~
ek T

<* Expressing your state of health and happiness o

Fine. Couldn’t be better.
I’'m fine. Okay.
I’'m cool. No complaints.

Fine and dandy.




** Tdling howyou havebeen doing S

: Same as usual.
Keeping busy.

Keeping out of trouble. Not so good.

: Not well.
Been keeping my nose clean.
So-50. Not great.
Lousy.

Could be worse.

Could be better. I've seen better days.

+3¢ Explaining that you have been busﬂ

Keeping busy.

I’'m snowed under.

| don't have time to breathe.

| don't have time to think.

Not a moment to spare.

¢ Inviting afriendfor adrink or coffee ==

i 11 4
Do you have time for coffee? Let's go for a drink.

>
FlonT ElDeu & U @ Eelies: Let's go get coffee. Do you have any time?

- A
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** Introducing someoneto someoneelse

I'd like you to meet Mary.
This is my friend Mary.
Mary, have you met John?

Have you two been introduced?

You two have a lot in common.

+*When you have just been introduced to someone

. B

Glad to meet you.
Nice meeting you.
How nice to meet you.

What a pleasure to meet you.

;10 After you have been introduced to someone o

I’ve been wanting to meet you for some time.
I’ve heard so much about you.
So we finally meet face-to-face.

S ——
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* Signaling the end of a conversation

Oh, look at the time! Well, Tom, it's really good to see you, but |
really must go.

It's getting late.
| really have to go. We'll talk sometime.

Nice talking to you.

\ y

¢ Ending atelephone conversation <

There’'s someone on the other line. | must say good-bye now.

Can | call you back? Something has come up. I

| won't keep you any longer.

I"ll let you go.

0 .

** Simple good-byes -y
Good-bye. Bye. So long.
Good night. See you later. See you.

**Making plansto keepin touch with someone

—
I'll call you when | get home.
Call when you get there.

Don’'t forget to call.

Write me.

Let’s keep in touch.




7 .
«» Smpleagreement <~

Yes.
Yep
Y up.
Right.

Sure.

Absolutely.

% Stating your concurrence  _«

This is true.

That's true.

You're right. | have no problem with that. I

That’s right.

We see eye to eye on this.
That’s for sure.
-

¢ Expressing acceptance <%

=

It’s fine. | love it.

| think it’s fine.

It’s good enough.

It’ll do.

I like it.




(% Stating that you understand  « =

| hear you.

| see what you mean.

I know what you mean.
| got you.

Gotcha.

I'm there with you.

“* Making sureyou areunderstood -

i~

Do you)Know what | mean?

Get it?

|
Does that make any sense?

Do you follow?

|
Are you following me?

Understand?

Don’'t you see?
You're with me, right?

Do you get it?

?

(% Stat ng simple disagreement or refusal

Tk

No. Not a chance.
Nope. | don't think so.
No way.




2 Stating categorical disagreement

That’s not true.

That’s not right.
You've got it all wrong.
Wrong!

You missed the boat. (idiomatic)

You're off.

\

(*?Stati ng strong disagreement . . _

| disagree completely. I That's out of the question. I
Bullshit. I That’s unthinkable. I

% Expressing rejection

| hate it. It's terrible.

| don't care for it. Sorry.

| don't like it. Nothing doing.
It’s not my style. Not a chance.

It's awful. Absolutely not!




Dream on.

Save your breath.

You're barking up the wrong tree. (idiomatic)

Over my dead body. (idiomatic)

Forget it.

Not in a million years.

Not for a million dollars.

What are you talking about?

You don’'t have a leg to stand on.

You're really stretching the truth.

You're way off base.

p
** Stating that someoneiswrong .

You don't know what you’'re talking about.

You don’t know the first thing about it.

e

**Arguing about the facts

P S

-

You've got it all wrong.

You've got the facts wrong.

You haven't got the facts.

Don’'t jump to conclusions.

Pardon me.

Excuse me.

Hey!

Hey, youl!

4 N
** Getting someone sattention

< E
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Look here.

Listen here.

Listen up.

Hear me out.

Listen.

Are you listening to me?

**Getting someonetoligentoyou -«

s

Are you paying attention?
I’'m talking to you.
Do you hear me?

Do | have your ear? (idiomatic)

Can | bend your ear a minute? (idiom-

atic)

Am | making myself heard?

\
]

Look at this.

Take a look at this.

Feast your eyes on this.

** Directing attention to an object =

Look what we have here.

Look here.

Can you believe your eyes?

| hear you.

I'm listening.

I'm still here.

I'm all ears.

** Confirming that you arepaying aftention

J——\_
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“* Starting an informal conversation

Guess what?
Have you heard the latest?

Have you heard?

Did you hear what happened?

Did you hear the news? Guess what | just found out.

Did you get the scoop? (informal You won't believe this.

)

You'll never guess what | heard.

vl nviting someoneto talk

(

?
You got a minute? Can we talk" 5

T Can | talk to you?

Got a minute?

May | have a word with you?

| need to talk.
Let’s talk.

+¢ Coming to the point of the matter

To make a long story short.

May | be frank? Let's call a spade a spade.
Let me be perfectly clear. Let me spell it out for you.
Read my lips. Here's the bottom line.




[020 Requesting that the speaker get to the point "Z.E’

What's your point? Don’t mince words.

What’s the bottom line? to mince = to cut up or disguise
Spare (me) nothing.
What are you trying to say?
Give it to me straight.

Get to the point.
straight = unadorned

Get to the heart of the matter. Don’'t beat around the bush. (idiomatic)
/

Enough already. Stop speaking in circles.

Out with it!

\ _/

|
( . . . . .
*¢*Noting digressionsin a conversation )

That’s nothing to do with what I'm

That's beside the point. talking about.
That's beside the question. That’s another story.
That’s not the issue. That’s a different ball of wax. (idiomatic)

That has nothing to do with it. L ball of wax = thing, matter

\ J

’
*¢*Repeating what you have said )

s

To repeat ...

/

Let me repeat myself.

As I've said ..[1 )
How many times do | have to tell you?

As | am fond of saying ...
If I’ve told you once, I've told you a thousand

times.




(+% When someoneis bei ng repetitious = h

So you said.
Stop beating a dead horse.

You sound like a broken record. (idiomatic)

We get the point, already.

N )

(’ . - -
“ Exprng frlendShlp They’'re bosom buddies.
We're very close. She’s like a sister to me.
We're best friends. He's like the brother | never had.
We're pretty tight. We're like brothers.
.
(\
“»* Commenting on personal similarities]
':_‘_.‘J : N\
We . “Exprnonsusedtomakefrlendsata
e're two of a kind.

bar or cafe

We're cut from the same cloth.

o -
We're birds of a feather. May | join you?

i ?
We're like two peas in a pod. s this seat taken?

Do you care if | join you?

Can | buy you a drink?

Could | get you something to drink?

What are you drinking?

Would you like to play darts?




