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Give Me Liberty, or Give Me Death

Patrick Henry

Mr. President,

No man thinks more highly than I do of the patriotism, as well as abilities
of the very worthy gentlemen who have just addressed the House. But different m en
often see the same subject in different lights; and, therefore, I hope that i t
will not be thought disrespectful to those gentlemen, if, entertaining as I do ,
opinions of a character very opposite to theirs, I shall speak forth my sentim
ents freely and without reserve. This is no time for ceremony. The question befo
re the House is one of awful moment to this country. For my own part I consider
it as nothing less than a question of freedom or slavery; and in proportion to t
he magnitude of the subject ought to be the freedom of the debate. It is only in
this way that we can hope to arrive at truth, and fulfill the great responsibil
ity which we hold to God and our country. Should I keep back my opinions at such
a time, through fear of giving offence, I should consider myself as guilty of t
reason towards my country, and of an act of disloyalty towards the majesty of he
aven, which I revere above all earthly kings

Mr. President, it is natural to man to indulge in the illusions of hope. We
are apt to shut our eyes against a painful truth, and listen to the song of that
Siren, till she transforms us into beasts. Is this the part of wise men, engage d
in a great and arduous struggle for liberty? Are we disposed to be of the numb er
of those who, having eye, see not, and having ears, hear not, the things whic h so
nearly concern their temporal salvation? For my part, whatever anguish of s pirit
it may cost, I am willing to know the whole truth; to know the worst and t o
provide for it.

I have but one lamp by which my feet are guided; and that is the lamp of exp
erience. I know of no way of judging of the future but by the past. And judging
by the past, I wish to know what there has been in the conduct of the British mi
nistry for the last ten years, to justify those hopes with which gentlemen have
been pleased to solace themselves and the House? Is it that insidious smile with
which our petition has been lately received? Trust it not, sir; it will prove a
snare to your feet. Suffer not yourselves to betray with a kiss. Ask yourself h ow
this gracious reception of our petition comports with these war like prepara
tions, which cover our waters and darken our land.Are fleets and armies necessar y
to a work of love and reconciliation? Have we shown ourselves so unwilling to be



reconciled, that force must be called in to win back our love? Let us not dec eive
ourselves, sir. These are the implements of war and subjugation; the last a
rguments to which kings resort. I ask gentlemen, sir, what means this martial ar
ray, if its purpose be not to force us to submission? Can gentlemen assign any o
ther possible motives for it? Has Great Britain any enemy, in this quarter of th e
world, to call for all this accumulation of navies and armies? No, sir, she ha s
none. They are meant for us; they can be meant for no other. They are sent ove r
to bind and rivet upon us those chains which the British ministry have been so
long forging. And what have we to oppose to them? Shall we try argument? Sir, w e
have been trying that for the last ten years. Have we anything new to offer on
the subject? Nothing. We have held the subject up in every light of which it is
capable; but it has been all in vain. Shall we resort to entreaty and humble su
pplication? What terms shall we find which have not been already exhausted? Let
us not, I beseech you, sir, deceive ourselves longer. Sir, we have done everythi
ng that could be done, to avert the storm which is now coming on. We have petiti
oned; we have remonstrated; we have supplicated; we have prostrated ourselves be
fore the throne, and have implored its interposition to arrest the tyrannical ha
nds of the ministry and Parliament. Our petitions have been slighted; our remons
trance have produced additional violence and insult; our supplications have been
disregarded; and we have been spurned, with contempt, from the foot of the thro
ne. In vain, after these things, may we indulge the fond hope of peace and reconc
iliation. There is no longer any room for hope. If we wish to be free — if we m
ean to preserve inviolate those inestimable privileges for which we have been so
long contending — if we mean not basely to abandon the noble struggle in which
we have been so long engaged, and which we have pledged ourselves never to aban
don until the glorious object of our contest shall be obtained, we must fight! I
repeat it, sir, we must fight! An appeal to arms and to the God of Hosts is all
that is left us!

They tell us, sir, that we are weak; unable to cope with so formidable an ad
versary. But when shall we be stronger? Will it be the next week, or the next ye
ar? Will it be when we are totally disarmed, and when a British guard shall be s
tationed in every house? Shall we gather strength by irresolution and inaction?
Shall we acquire the means of effectual resistance, by lying supinely on our bac
ks and hugging the delusive phantom of hope, until our enemies shall have bound
us hand and foot? Sir, we are not weak if we make a proper use of those means wh
ich the God of nature hath placed in our power. Three millions of people, armed
in the holy cause of liberty, and in such a country as that which we possess, ar e
invincible by any force which our enemy can send against us. Besides, sir, we
shall not fight our battles alone.There is a just God who presides over the dest
inies of nations, and who will raise up friends to fight our battles for us. The
battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is to the vigilant, the active, the
brave. Besides, sir, we have no election. If we were base enough to desire it, it
is now too late to retire from the contest. There is no retreat but in submis sion
and slavery! Our chains are forged! Their clanking may be heard on the plai ns of
Boston! The war is inevitable — and let it come! I repeat it, sir, let it come!

It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry Peace, Peace —
but there is no peace. The war is actually begun! The next gale that sweeps f rom
the north will bring to our ears the clash of resounding arms! Our brethren are
already in the field! Why stand we here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish ¢
What would they have? Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased a t
the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what cour se
others may take; but as for me, give me liberty, or give me death!
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The Declaration of Independence

Thomas Jefferson

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to d
issolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assum e



among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Law s
of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions o f
mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the s
eparation.

We hold these truths to be self
evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pur
suit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among
Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. That whenever
any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of th e
People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its
foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them
shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not
be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath s
hewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than
to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed.

But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the sam e
object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their r
ight, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards
for their future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonie s;
and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Sys tems
of Government.

The history of the present King of Great Britain [George III) is a history
of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishm
ent of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submit
ted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the
public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing import
ance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained, an d
when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts o f
people, unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in th e
Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable
and distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of
fatiguing them into compliance with his measures

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly f
irmness his invasions on the rights of the people

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to
be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have retu
rned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the meant
ime exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these States; for that purpos e
obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to
encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropr
iations of Lands

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to L
aws for establishing Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offi
ces, and the amount and payment of their salaries

He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither swarms of officer s



to harass our people, and eat out their substance

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies, without the consen t
of our legislatures

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Ci
vil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our c
onstitution and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of p
retended Legislation:

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us;

For protecting them by a mock Trial from punishment for any Murders which t
hey should commit on the Inhabitants of these States;

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world;

For imposing taxes on us without our consent;

For depriving us in many cases of the benefits of trial by jury;

For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended offences;

For abolishing the free system of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, e
stablishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as
to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same abso
lute rule into these colonies;

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws and altering
fundamentally the forms of our governments;

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with
power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated government here by declaring us out of his protection and w
aging war against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns, and destroye d
the lives of our people

He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries to compl
ete the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances
of cruelty and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and tota
11y unworthy the head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken captive on the high seas to bea r
Arms against their country, to become the executioners of their friends and Br
ethren, or to fall themselves by their hands

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned for redress in the mo
st humble terms. Our repeated petitions have been answered only by repeated inju
ry. A prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a tyr
ant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people

Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our British brethren.

We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to ex
tend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us.

We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement
here.

We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjur
ed them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which wo
uld inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence

They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We mus t,
therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and ho 1d
them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends

We, therefore, the representatives of the United States of America, in Gener
al Congress, Assembled, appealing to the supreme judge of the world for the rect
itude of our intentions, do, in the name, and by the authority of the good peopl e
of these colonies, solemnly publish and declare. That these united colonies ar e,



and of right ought to be free and independent states; that they are absolved from
all Allegiance to the British crown, and that all political connection betw een
them and the State of Great Britain is and ought to be totally dissolved; an d
that as free and independent states, they have full power to levy war, conclud e
Peace, contract alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Th
ings which independent states may of right do.

And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protect
ion of divine providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortun
es, and our sacred honor.
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The “Alternate Statement”
of Chief Seattle

Chief Seattle

Yonder sky that has wept tears of compassion upon my people for centuries un
told, and which to us appears changeless and eternal, may change. Today is fair.
Tomorrow it may be overcast with clouds. My words are like the stars that never
change. Whatever Seattle says, the great chief at Washington can rely upon with
as much certainty as he can upon the return of the sun or the seasons.

The white chief says that Big Chief at Washington sends us greetings of frie
ndship and goodwill. This is kind of him for we know he has little need of our f
riendship in return. His people are many. They are like the grass that covers va
st prairies. My people are few. They resemble the scattering trees of a storm s
wept plain. The great, and I presume — good, White Chief sends us word that he
wishes to buy our lands but is willing to allow us enough to live comfortably. T
his indeed appears just, even generous, for the Red Man no longer has rights tha t
he need respect, and the offer may be wise also, as we are no longer in need o f
an extensive country.

There was a time when our people covered the land as the waves of a wind ru
ffled sea cover its shell paved floor, but that time long since passed away wit
h the greatness of tribes that are now but a mournful memory. I will not dwell o n,
nor mourn over, our untimely decay, nor reproach my paleface brothers with ha
stening it, as we too may have been somewhat to blame.

Youth is impulsive. When our young men grow angry at some real or imaginary
wrong, and disfigure their faces with black paint, it denotes that their hearts
are black, and that they are often cruel and relentless, and our old men and old
women are unable to restrain them. Thus it has ever been. Thus it was when the
white man began to push our forefathers ever westward. But let us hope that the
hostilities between us may never return. We would have everything to lose and no
thing to gain. Revenge by young men is considered gain, even at the cost of thei r
own lives, but old men who stay at home in times of war, and mothers who have
sons to lose, know better.

Our good father in Washington — for I presume he is now our father as well
as yours, since King George has moved his boundaries further north — our great
and good father, I say, sends us word that if we do as he desires he will protec t
us. His brave warriors will be to us a bristling wall of strength, and his won
derful ships of war will fill our harbors, so that our ancient enemies far to th e
northward— the Haidas and Tsimshians, will cease to frighten our women, child ren,
and old men. He in reality he will be our father and we will be his childre n.

But can that ever be? Your God is not our God! Your God loves your people an d
hates mine! He folds his strong protecting arms lovingly about the paleface an d
leads him by the hand as a father leads an infant son. But, He has forsaken Hi s
Red children, if they really are His



Our God, the Great Spirit, seems also to have forsaken us. Your God makes y
our people wax stronger every day. Soon they will fill all the land. Our people
are ebbing away like a rapidly receding tide that will never return. The white m
an’ s God cannot love our people or He would protect them. They seem to be orphan s
who can look nowhere for help. How then can we be brothers? How can your God b
ecome our God and renew our prosperity and awaken in us dreams of returning grea
tness?

If we have a common Heavenly Father He must be partial, for He came to His p
aleface children. We never saw Him. He gave you laws but had no word for His red
children whose teeming multitudes once filled this vast continent as stars fill
the firmament. No, we are two distinct races with separate origins and separate
destinies. There is little in common between us.

To us the ashes of our ancestors are sacred and their resting place is hallo
wed ground. You wander far from the graves of your ancestors and seemingly witho
ut regret

Your religion was written upon tablets of stone by the iron finger of your G
od so that you could not forget. The Red Man could never comprehend or remember
it. Our religion is the traditions of our ancestors — the dreams of our old men ,
given them in solemn hours of the night by the Great Spirit; and the visions o f
our sachems, and is written in the hearts of our people

Your dead cease to love you and the land of their nativity as soon as they p
ass the portals of the tomb and wander away beyond the stars. They are soon forg
otten and never return. Our dead never forget this beautiful world that gave the m
being. They still love its verdant valleys, its murmuring rivers, its magnific ent
mountains, sequestered vales and verdant lined lakes and bays, and ever year n in
tender fond affection over the lonely hearted living, and often return from the
happy hunting ground to visit, guide, console, and comfort them.

Day and night cannot dwell together. The Red Man has ever fled the approach
of the White Man, as the morning mist flees before the morning sun. However, you r
proposition seems fair and I think that my people will accept it and will reti re
to the reservation you offer them. Then we will dwell apart in peace, for the
words of the Great White Chief seem to be the words of nature speaking to my pe
ople out of dense darkness

It matters little where we pass the remnant of our days. They will not be ma
ny. The Indian’s night promises to be dark. Not a single star of hope hovers abo
ve his horizon. Sad voiced winds moan in the distance. Grim fate seems to be on
the Red Man’ s trail, and wherever he will hear the approaching footsteps of his
fell destroyer and prepare stolidly to meet his doom, as does the wounded doe th
at hears the approaching footsteps of the hunter.

A few more moons, a few more winters, and not one of the descendants of the
mighty hosts that once moved over this broad land or lived in happy homes, prote
cted by the Great Spirit, will remain to mourn over the graves of a people once
more powerful and hopeful than yours. But why should I mourn at the untimely fat e
of my people? Tribe follows tribe, and nation follows nation, like the waves o f
the sea. It is the order of nature, and regret is useless. Your time of decay may
be distant, but it will surely come, for even the White Man whose God walked and
talked with him as friend with friend, cannot be exempt from the common des tiny.
We may be brothers after all. We will see

We will ponder your proposition and when we decide we will let you know. But
should we accept it, I here and now make this condition that we will not be den
ied the privilege without molestation of visiting at any time the tombs of our a
ncestors, friends, and children. Every part of this soil is sacred in the estima
tion of my people. Every hillside, every valley, every plain and grove, has been



hallowed by some sad or happy event in days long vanished. Even the rocks, whic h
seem to be dumb and dead as the swelter in the sun along the silent shore, thr ill
with memories of stirring events connected with the lives of my people, and the
very dust upon which you now stand responds more lovingly to their footsteps than
yours, because it is rich with the blood of our ancestors, and our bare fe et are
conscious of the sympathetic touch.

Our departed braves, fond mothers, glad, happy hearted maidens, and even the
little children who lived here and rejoiced here for a brief season, will love
these somber solitudes and at eventide they greet shadowy returning spirits

And when the last Red Man shall have perished, and the memory of my tribe sh
all have become a myth among the White Men, these shores will swarm with the inv
isible dead of my tribe, and when your children think themselves alone in the fi
eld, the store, the shop, upon the highway, or in the silence of the pathless wo
ods, they will not be alone. In all the earth there is no place dedicated to sol
itude. At night when the streets of your cities and villages are silent and you
think them deserted, they will throng with the returning hosts that once filled
them and still love this beautiful land. The White Man will never be alone.

Let him be just and deal kindly with my people, for the dead are not powerle
ss. Dead, did I say? — There is no death, only a change of worlds
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First Inaugural Address

Abraham Lincoln

This country, with its institutions, belongs to the people who inhabit it. W
henever they shall grow weary of the existing government, they can exercise thei r
constitutional right of amending it, or their revolutionary right to overthrow it
I cannot be ignorant of the fact that many worthy and patriotic citizens ar e
desirous of having the national Constitution amended. While I make no recommen
dation of amendments, I fully recognize the rightful authority of the people ove r
the whole subject to be exercised in either of the modes prescribed in the ins
trument itself; and I should under existing circumstances favor rather than oppo
se a fair opportunity being afforded the people to act upon it.---

The chief magistrate derives all his authority from the people, and they hav e
conferred none upon him to fix terms for the separation of the states. The peo ple
themselves can do this also if they choose; but the executive, as such, has
nothing to do with it. His duty is to administer the present government, as it c
ame to his hands, and to transmit it, unimpaired by him, to his successor.

Why should there not be a patient confidence in the ultimate justice of the
people? Is there any better or equal hope in the world? In our present differenc
es, is either party without faith of being in the right? If the Almighty Ruler o f
nations, with His eternal truth and justice, be on your side of the North, or on
yours of the South, that truth, and that justice, will surely prevail, by the
judgment of this great tribunal, the American people

By the frame of the government under which we live, this same people have w
isely given their public servants but little power for mischief; and have, with
equal wisdom, provided for the return of that little to their own hands at very



short intervals.While the people retain their virtue and vigilance, no administr
ation, by any extreme of wickedness or folly, can very seriously injure the gove
rnment in the short space of four years.

My countrymen, one and all, think calmly and well upon this whole subject. N
othing valuable can be lost by taking time. If there be an object to hurry any o f
you, in hot haste, to a step which you would never take deliberately, that obj ect
will be frustrated by taking time; but no good object can be frustrated by i t.
Such of you as are now dissatisfied still have the old Constitution unimpaire d,
and, on the sensitive point, the laws of your own framing under it; while the new
administration will have no immediate power, if it would, to change either. If it
were admitted that you who are dissatisfied hold the right side in the di spute
there still is no single good reason for precipitate action. Intelligence
patriotism, Christianity, and a firm reliance on Him who has never yet forsake n
this favored land are still competent to adjust, in the best way, all our pres ent
difficulty.

In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow countrymen, and not in mine, is the mo
mentous issue of civil war. The government will not assail you. You can have no
conflict, without being yourselves the aggressors. You have no oath registered i n
heaven to destroy the government; while I shall have the most solemn one to“p
reserve, protect, and defend” it

I am loath to close. We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies
Though passion may have strained, it must not break our bonds of affection. Th e
mystic chords of memory, stretching from every battlefield, and patriot grave, to
every living heart and hearthstone, all over this broad land, will yet swell the
chorus of the Union, when again touched, as surely they will be, by the bet ter
angels of our nature.
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The Emancipation Proclamation

Abraham Lincoln

Whereas, on the 22nd day of September, A.D. 1862, a proclamation was issued
by the President of the United States, containing, among other things, the follo
wing, to wit:

“That on the 1st day of January, A.D. 1863, all persons held as slaves with in
any State, or designated part of a State, the people whereof shall then be in
rebellion against the United States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever
free; and the Executive Government of the United States, including the military
and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of such per
sons, and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in any
efforts they may make for their actual freedom.

“That the Executive will, on the 1lst day of January aforesaid, by proclamat
ion, designate the States and parts of States, if any, in which the people there
of, respectively, shall then be in rebellion against the United States; and the
fact that any State or the people thereof shall on that day be in good faith rep
resented in the Congress of the United States by members chosen thereto at elect
ions wherein a majority of the qualified voters of such States shall have partic
ipated shall, in the absence of strong countervailing testimony, be deemed concl
usive evidence that such State and the people thereof are not then in rebellion
against the United States.”

Now, therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, by virtu e
of the power in me vested as Commander In Chief of the Army and Navy of the
United States in time of actual armed rebellion against the authority and govern
ment of the United States, and as a fit and necessary war measure for supressing
said rebellion, do, on this 1st day of January, A.D. 1863, and in accordance wi th
my purpose so to do, publicly proclaimed for the full period of one hundred d ays
from the day first above mentioned, order and designate as the States and pa rts
of States wherein the people thereof, respectively, are this day in rebellio n



